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AN INTENSIVE SOCIOLOGY: A PROJECT 


FRANKLIN H. GIDDINGS 
Columbia University 


ABSTRACT 


A community of five thousand persons was carefully observed with respect to col- 
lective life, collective behavior, and human consequences. The facts were observed 
with reference to accuracy, numerical extent, and the concomitants. The object of 
study is to discover a tendency and to realize expectation. There are two major pat- 
terns of human aggregation, the inheriting and the inhabiting. The former is tribal; 
the latter is civil. The community is a natural society. Minor societies, unlike com- 
munities, are creations rather than growths and are (1) mob-minded regulators or 
vigilantes, (2) societies of lord or boss and his fealty-men, or (3) societies of uncon- 
strained individuals in voluntary combination. In the populations of communities or 
commonwealths unlike-minded and like-minded elements are commingled. They must 
therefore try to bring about toleration and adjustment. The definitive trait of aera 
society is equilibrium which tends to be worked out between folk society and state. 
Intensive investigation is difficult but not impossible since a greater wealth of factual 
material is at hand than previously. Sociology is a comparative study of societies, not 
geography, ecology, biology, psychology, anthropology, culture, or ethics. 


In one of the older American commonwealths there is a certain 
local population with which the author of these pages has been well 
acquainted for more than half his lifetime. It numbers not more 
than five thousand persons and occupies an area of not more than 
thirty-six square miles. The greater part of the area is a north and 
south river valley seven hundred and fifty feet above sea-level. 
Mountain ridges, steep and wooded, but offering numerous passes of 
easy grade, shut in the valley on the east and on the west. 

By personal observation and talk, supplemented by study of local 
records, the author has accumulated much information about this 
population which, severely condensed, he has arranged in the fol- 
lowing scheme of questions and answers. 


I 


THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 


AN OBSERVATIONAL STUDY OF A LOCAL POPULATION 
I, FACTORS OF COLLECTIVE LIFE 


1. Resources and opportunities availed of —Lumbering? Much 
formerly. Mining? Iron ore, lime. Fishing? Not of occupational 
importance. Agriculture? Excellent resources and largely availed 
of. Manufacturing? Iron formerly, cotton, paper. Commerce? 
Local trade. 

2. Aggregation.—Urban, crowded, ugly, unwholesome? No. 
Urban, not crowded? Villages only. Rural? Yes, largely. 

3. Composition, racial or national—Homogeneous? Formerly. 
English stock chiefly, with a mixture of Dutch and Irish. 

Heterogeneous? Now, and increasingly so. Newcomers Italian 
and Polish. 

4. Cultural reactions —Is a majority of the population satisfied 
with pleasures that make little or no intellectual demand or appeal? 
Yes. 

Is the majority of the population emotionally religious? No. 

Is a majority of the population dog:natically religious? No. 

Are the emotionally and dogmatically religious together a major- 
ity of the population? Yes. 

Is a majority of the population respectfully obedient to an ecclesi- 
astical authority, and observant of an ecclesiastical ritual? Almost 
a majority is. 

Is a majority of the population literate? Yes. 

Has a majority of the population had two or three years of school- 
ing? Yes. 

Is a majority of the population hostile to advanced historical and 
scientific ideas? Not sufficiently interested in them to know or care 
whether they are taught in the schools. 

Does a courageous and informed minority stand for these ideas 
and talk them? Would if the ideas were challenged. 

Does a majority of the population every now and then tell the 
Legislature that “there ought to be a law” to command and speed 
up a desired betterment or restraint? Yes. 

Does a majority of the population regard all man-made laws as 
equally “sacred” or “right” and as equally binding on conscience? 
No. 
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II. COLLECTIVE BEHAVIOR i 

1. Does a majority of the persons composing this population 
from time to time participate in a collective action or undertaking? 
Yes. 

2. Is the collective action participated in by a majority of the 
population (a) Occasional only? When something happens to 
alarm or inflame? No. (0) Continuous? Practically continuous. 
If continuous do participators incite one another to this or that act 
of participation by (1) Suggestion? Occasionally. (2) Example? 
Usually. (3) Threat? No. (4) Persuasion? Occasionally. 

3. Is the collective action participated in by a majority of the 
population usually (a) a blind mass drive like that of stampeding 
cattle? No. (6) Experimental, through trial and error? Not often. 
(c) Customary, traditional? Usually. (d) Planned, thought out? 
Occasionally. 

4. Is the collective action participated in by a majority of the 
population more often than not (a) Disorderly? No. (5) Violent? 
No. (c) Orderly? Yes. (d) Peaceable? Yes. 

5. (1) Does a majority of the population collectively (a) Coerce? 
No. (6) Extort? No. (c) Suppress? No. (d) Bully? No. (e) 
Meddle? No. 

(2) Does a coherent and determined minority of the population 
(a) Coerce? In business and industry, to some extent. (b) Extort? 
In business and industry, to some extent. (c) Suppress? No. (d) 
Bully? Yes, occasionally, in business and politics. (e) Meddle? 
Yes, often, in private affairs of neighbors and acquaintances. 

6. (1) Isa majority of the population collectively (a@) Helpful? 
To some extent. (b) Considerate? Not inconsiderate. (c) Intent 
on arriving at mutual respect and respect for outsiders? Beginning 
to be interested. (2) Is an influential minority collectively (a) 
Helpful? Yes. (6) Considerate? Yes. (c) Intent on promoting 
good understandings? Yes. (d) Intent on encouraging respect? 
Yes. 

7. Does a majority of the population collectively (a) Demand 
and defend the personal liberty of all men in personal matters and 
relations?' Theoretically. Practically indifferent. (6) Demand 


*The phrase “personal liberty” as here used is more specific than the common 
phrase “individual liberty.” A “person” is more than an “individual.” A “person” has 
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and defend respect for personal privacy? Theoretically. Practical- 
ly indifferent. (c) Demand and defend freedom of meeting, speech, 
discussion, and unlicensed publication? Theoretically. Practically 
indifferent, negligent. 

8. Does a majority of the population collectively delegate pow- 
ers to agents? (a) Irresponsibly, with no attempt to hold agents to 
accountability? Often. (6) Responsibly, with alert and diligent 
attempt to hold to accountability? Now and then. 

9g. (1) Does a majority of the population in tacit or open under- 
standing and mutual support commonly and notoriously disobey 
and nullify certain statutes or other governmental commands? No. 
(2) Does a determined and effective minority notoriously disobey 
and nullify certain statutes or other governmental commands? Yes. 

10. Does a majority of the population in mutual understanding 
and support (a) Defend laissez faire and collectively resist en- 
croachments of governmental activity? No. (6) Collectively and 
otherwise encourage the expansion of state authority and activity? 
By indifference. (c) Assume that voluntary activity and state activ- 
ity are both necessary, and collectively work to bring them into ad- 
justment and co-operation? Indifferently. 
Ill. HUMAN CONSEQUENCES 

Has the birth-rate of this population been falling for twenty-five 
years or more? Yes. 

Has the death-rate been falling? Yes. 

Has the morbidity (illness) rate been falling? Yes. 

Does insanity in ratio to population increase? Yes. 

Does minor criminality (misdemeanor ) increase in ratio to popu- 
lation? Yes. 

Do separation and divorce in ratio to marriages multiply? Yes. 

Is individuality more a matter of pose and pretense, less a matter 
of mind and character, than it was a generation or more ago? Yes, 
by general affirmation. 


been conditioned by society. He is socialized and responsible. He desires liberty not 
to do “just as he pleases” regardless of the well-being of fellow-men, but that he may 
function effectively. 
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IMPLICATIONS AND DISCLOSURES 


Essentials of scientific procedure —From this brief report of one 
first-hand investigation we can learn what are the essential pro- 
cedures of a scientific study of human society and what it is good 
for—why it is important. 

The first step of procedure is to “make sure,” by repeated ob- 
servations and checks, of the actual presence or occurrence of the 
facts alleged. This may be no task at all or it may be one of much 
difficulty. To ascertain to a certainty that there are or are not lum- 
bering or mining or agricultural opportunities which are availed of, 
that the population is concentrated or is scattered, that it is or is not 
composed of more than one racial or minor ethnic stock, demands 
little more than reasonable attention to things obtrusively obvious; 
but to make sure that a more or less mixed population is or is not 
emotionally religious, is or is not addicted to revivalism, is or is not 
peace-observing and law-obeying, is not so simple a matter. 

The second ‘step of procedure is to ascertain facts of extent or 
prevalence, measured if possible numerically, by countings of in- 
stances and persons. For example, how many persons are employed 
in agriculture, how many in manufacturing industry? How many 
are satisfied with inane pleasures? How many are illiterate? How 
many collectively resist encroachments of governmental activity? 
etc. What we want to get at is the comparative prevalence of various 
significant conditions, reactions and consequences, above all the 
relative number of individuals participating in various significant 
kinds of behavior. In the report here presented “majority” and 
“minority” prevalence only appear. That is because it was desired 
to generalize the shifting actual numbers for a series of years, and 
because, for most purposes, majority or minority prevalence is of 
preponderating significance. 

The third step is to ascertain what prevalences are more often 
than not found occurring together. The association may be casual, 
a fact of chance, a contingency only, or it may be a fact of causation. 
To determine whether it is certainly one of these alternatives and 
not the other is a difficult and tedious scientific undertaking and 
does not now concern us. What we want to know is whether an ob- 
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served association of prevalences is beyond question usual, and that 
i fact is not difficult to establish. We want to know this fact because 
ik a usual association creates in our minds an expectation (not a cer- 
Bi tainty) that it will continue to be usual. 

The probable and the possible —To establish well-grounded ex- 
| pectations in lieu of certainties is the chief business of the scientific 
WW study of human society. It is to expectation that we adjust our daily 
behavior. In the morning we note the weather prediction, “prob- 
ably showers” or “probably fair.” We go to the railroad station to 
| take a train that probably will arrive as scheduled, and convey us 
to our destination in time for appointments made as a “safe bet.” 


| The insurance companies sell us policies based on a calculated “ex- 
i pectation” of this or that. The things that we do with one another, 
against one another, and for one another, and the relationships that 
we enter into, from marriage to trusteeship or politics, are contin- 
gencies which can be predicted by simple arithmetic methods for 
| populations and social classes within ascertainable limits of error. 
if How organized society of known composition and pattern will carry 
ae on in given circumstances is never a matter knowable to a certainty 

a. —nor wholly unknowable. It is knowable as a probability, ex- 
! pressed as a percentage of certainty symbolized by unity. The so- 
ciologist can determine limits of variability and trends of change in 
society with closer approximation to truth than hit-or-miss popular 
\ thinking can, or than legislatures do. 

{ { The big truth disclosed by these facts is that Auman society is not 
| ut a fixed order, rigidly deterministic. The doings and relationships 
{I which constitute it fall freely into arrangements which exhibit a 
iy tendency, often strong, toward order or pattern, as do the positions 
hi taken and more or less held by birds on the wing in flock formation. 
| But positions now and then change and pattern is remade. There is 
i orderliness in society and there also is freedom. They condition and 
limit each other. 
| Therefore, while as members of society we must adjust our lives 
ih to long-persisting arrangements and habitual “ways,” we are day by 

ly ; day dared to upset them. We are tempted by possibility to try to 
al make behavior, society, and human personality itself more to our 
liking or approval. We undertake, that is, toimprove them according 
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to our conception of improvement, and now and then, within limits, 
we succeed. To realize possibility, however, we must know what the 
possibilities are and what the limiting probabilities are. The so- 
ciology of retrospect and projection outlined by Comte and the en- 
cyclopedic sociology of Spencer and Schiffle do not give us this 
information. They have traced broad patterns of societal structure, 
discovered chief processes of societal functioning, and determined 
main trends of societal evolution. They offer us knowledge which is 
indispensable for our understanding of the historical origins and 
development of society, but it is too general to afford us helpful 
guidance in concrete situations which we react to now. 

The more definite knowledge of possibility and limiting proba- 
i tity that would help us we must acquire by intensive study of cer- 
tain strictly fundamental patterns and strictly fundamental modes 
of collective behavior which are found to be factors in every social 
situation. These, happily, are conspicuous enough for identifica- 
tion. Intensive investigation is feasible. 

In any part of the United States or any other country inquiries 
following out the questions of the foregoing observational study 
could be made. A sufficient number of them collectively would be a 
substantial foundation for an inductive study of — aggrega- 
tions and their ways. 


FUNDAMENTAL PATTERNS 


Aggregations and societies There are two major patterns of 
human aggregation that may descriptively be called the “inherit- 
ing” and the “inhabiting.” The inheriting aggregation is composed 
of individuals who are in it because of descent from forbears who 
were in it. An inhabiting aggregation is composed of individuals 
who occupy a territorial place or region either because they were 
born in it or because they have come into it from elsewhere. Minor 
patterns of aggregation are the casual and the contrived. In the one 
case individuals have come together by accident, in the other case 
by intent or design. A minor aggregation is found always within a 
major aggregation with which it is not coextensive. It is composed 
of only a part of the membership of the major aggregation. 

As long as the members of an aggregation dwell in proximity or 
otherwise keep together, they do many things together and talk 


‘about them. Keeping together, doing things together, and talking 
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constitute association, and persisting associations are societies. 

Inheriting aggregations are tribal or ethnic societies. Inhabiting 
aggregations are civil societies. All are communities, some of them 
grown into commonwealths. The name is appropriate because the 
individuals that compose a community have substantial interests 
and pursuits in common. They share basic opportunities and activi- 
ties. Communities are major societies, general and comprehensive. 
Within a major society may be found, and usually will be, minor so- 
cieties, each including only a part of the membership of the com- 
munity. 

The community is a “natural society” in a more important sense 
than Bentham’s natural society of acquaintance and conversation 
was. The community is natural in the sense that, except in very 
modern instances, it is not forecast and planned, but arises out of 
casual comminglings and uninhibited impulses upon which a fum- 
bling deliberation tardily reacts. It is a phenomenon of evolution, 
and sociology, deriving from the series, biology, psychology, and 
anthropology, is a naturalistic science of society viewed as a human 
conduct part of the normal order of nature, and as explainable 
therefore only in terms of what we somewhat broadly but with fair- 
ly definite meaning call “natural causation.’’ Minor societies also, 
in a broad sense, are natural, but, unlike major societies or com- 
munities, they are more creations than growths. Originating in indi- 
vidual suggestions, taken up and followed out by associates, or in 
multi-individual reactions to situations, they are folk societies. 

Communities dominate their individual members. They pre- 
scribe and regulate behavior, tribal communities by religion and 
ritual, civil communities by government and law. Singly or in com- 
binations civil communities are states, asserting authority, issuing 
commands and demanding obedience, which, in large measure, they 
obtain by force or threat. 

Minor societies are of three distinct kinds, namely, (1) societies 
of mob-minded “regulators” or “vigilantes”; (2) societies of lord 
or boss and his fealty-men (of bene ficium et commendatio) ; (3) so- 
cieties of unconstrained individuals in voluntary combination and 
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co-operation, as coterie, brotherHood (sodality), partnership (so- 
cietas). 

All of these three kinds of societies are folk societies yet all are 
in large part products of individual forethought and intention. They 
are purposive and experimental. 

Forethought and intention are forthputtings of individuals who 
are quicker to see opportunity than their fellows are, more alert to 
seize it, and more persistent in making the most of it. These effec- 
tive individuals are not in all other respects alike. One sort are self- 
righteous fanatics, bent on dictating the conduct of fellow-men by 
terrorizing them. Another sort are intent upon their own emolu- 
ment and power. By sharing emolument and extending protection 
they draw about them fugitive and discredited men who need pro- 
tection and a chance and are glad to get them in exchange for fealty, 
for allegiance and service. The association as a whole is the begin- 
ning of a ruling power; it is a protocracy. 

Of a contrasting sort are effective men who have no wish to ex- 
ploit or to subordinate. Their inhibition is not altruistic; they do 
not profess to be “good.” For reasons quite self-regarding, they 
prefer to associate and to work with responsible fellow-men who are 
self-respecting, self-determining, and independent. They demand 
freedom for themselves and for others. 

A basic affirmation of their unpretentious philosophy is that life 
is good if the living like it. Incurable illness, grievous misfortune, 
or affliction may rob life of its joy, but usually the living like life if 
they like what and whom they live with. As a fact of observation 
and experience we like whom we live with if like minded with them, 
and we are like minded with others if we and they react or respond 
in like manner to a common situation or stimulus. 

The like-minded make one another happy. They do not have to 
try. They do not have to drive themselves by a sense of duty. The 
unlike-minded, unless civilized enough to behave courteously 
toward those whom they don’t like, quarrel, meddle, and interfere 
with one another. They bully, aggress, and fight. 

A consciousness of mental and moral kinship (an awareness and 
recognition of those who react and respond as we do) facilitates the 
acquaintance of the like-minded and avoidance of the unlike- 
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minded. Liberty facilitates the association of the like-minded who 
make one another happy and life worth living. 

In the populations of communities (or commonwealths) unlike- 
minded and like-minded elements are commingled. Community (or 
commonwealth) therefore must try to bring about toleration and 
adjustment. In this endeavor folk society can co-operate and 
should. If the attempt fails, a governing power must keep the peace 
by force. Furthermore, community (or commonwealth) must carry 
on certain kinds of collective enterprise by authority and command 
if necessary. Folk society in its voluntaristic way should aid and 
abet. 

Because of these facts, among other reasons, intensive study of 
the organization and functioning of folk society should be a large 
part, perhaps a major part, of the enterprise of intensive sociology. 

FOLK SOCIETY 

Practices and organizations of folk procedure.—Especially chal- 
lenging phenomena are these: 

1. Nullification and resistance—(1) Nullification of state dicta- 
tion of religion and worship; (2) resistance to state attempts to 
suppress strikes, picketings and boycotts, and to cripple labor or- 
ganizations; (3) resistance to censorships and prohibitions; (4) 
vigilance organizations; (5) refusals of juries to convict; (6) mobs 
and riots. 

2. Initiation and encouragement.—(1) By social work, in all its 
varieties; (2) by educational experiments, and through such agen- 
cies as child-study associations, and parent-teacher associations; 
(3) by moral safeguarding, by anti-vice organizations and crusades. 

3. Co-operation with government.—(1) In maintaining public 
order; (2) in sanitation and protection of health; (3) in child con- 
servation; (4) in reform of the criminal law and the treatment of 
criminals. 

For the intensive study of these phenomena the data and oppor- 
tunities are limitless. 


INTERACTIONS OF THE STATE AND FOLK SOCIETY 


Equilibrium the definitive trait of normal society—The con- 
straining powers, ritualistic and legal, which germinate within tribal 
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and civil communities and react upon them, encroach upon folk so- 
ciety when they can but not always with attempt to destroy. Rela- 
tionships and behavior which folk society encourages or permits, 
governments, both ritualistic and legal, often limit and define, but 
within the permitted forms and limits sustain. 

This is to create institutions, of status or of law. The family, 
originally in form and conduct whatever its makers could maintain 
against all comers, is now a venerable institution by both ritual and 
law. Civil liberty, so called, is an institution of compromise—the 
freedom restricted and defined by government of men free born. 

In Western civilization the human activities and relationships 
that have been conditioned by governmental constraint are of be- 
wildering multiplicity. Nevertheless, even in the Occident, not to 
mention other parts of the world, they are not yet as numerous as 
are activities and relationships either not constrained at all or con- 
strained less by civil authority than by occult ritual and revered 
tradition. Folk ways born of impulse, habit, and preference are 
more nearly universal than stateways, and mores (a blend of man- 
ners and mor«ils} are more generally observed than laws, 

To the extent that the state refrains from constraining and insti- 
tutionalizing, or does not completely succeed in its attempt, our 
spontaneous activities and voluntary relationships continue, and 
folk society persists. It also expands and strengthens, for unceas- 
ingly new ventures in the society of acquaintance and new experi- 
ments in contractual society are made. Roughly and in the long 
run an equilibrium is worked out and is maintained between folk 
society and the state. This equilibrium is seemingly the definitive 
trait of normal human society. 

Thus normally we are at one and the same time members of folk 
society and citizens (or subjects) of the state. The folk associa- 
tions to which we belong and within which we work and find satis- 
faction are in law subject to the state, but are not actually subju- 
gated or transformed by it. The family, a civil and religious institu- 
tion in legal theory and.to a great extent in fact, remains radically 
a folk-way family, as we have evidence in romantic marriages, com- 
mon-law marriages, desertions and separations, and survivals of 
polyandry and polygamy. New rituals and sects and new noncon- 
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formist churches arise in every land and age to contend with estab- 
lished religious orders. Private schools, and endowed colleges and 
universities, compete with public schools and state universities. New 
political parties spring up, and now and then one survives. Agita- 
tions and movements, including those which sway governments and 
shape legislation, are phenomena of folk society, as witness the 
Renaissance, the Reformation, Puritanism, the antislavery struggle, 
and, more recently, communism and pacifism. 

So it appears, not only is folk society more or less conditioned by 
the state, but also the state is conditioned by folk society, which 
now and then nullifies law and defies government. There is no “un- 
conditioned power to compel obedience” in the world of political 
actualities. The notion was one of the properties of political meta- 
physics. Folk society may even break up the state by revolution and 
then permit a new sovereign to re-create it. 

In these interactions between folk society and the state, and in 
variations of the normal equilibrium between them (all ultimately 
measurable), the scientific study of human society is offered an 
opportunity which it would be unpardonable to neglect, and is faced 
with an obligation which it cannot be permitted to ignore or evade. 

Possibilities of intensive investigation.—Intensive investigation 
will be difficult but not impossible, as presumably it would have been 
a half-century ago. An amazing wealth of factual material has be- 
come available for observation and analysis. In extensive areas of 
Western Europe universal adult male suffrage has become the basic 
factor and affirmation of political constitutions. In the United 
States we have universal adult suffrage, male and female. For the 
first time in history, therefore, masses of human beings are in a 
position to choose freely how far they will rely on individual enter- 
prise and habit, preferential association, and voluntary contract (on 
folk society, in short) to achieve their purposes, and how far they 
will experiment through agencies of government and law. At pres- 
ent there is apparently an increasing reliance on government and 
law, and it is defended as an inevitable reaction to the alleged un- 
scrupulous greed and cruelty of capitalism. 

It is alleged that capitalism, unrestrained by superior power, gets 
possession for nothing of priceless natural resources which it 
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monopolizes, ravages, and wastes. It is angrily proclaimed that cap- 
italism exploits child labor; profits by the demoralization of unem- 
ployment; casts old age adrift; refuses to safeguard dangerous oc- 
cupations; tolerates unwholesome and indecent living conditions 
and profits by them. 

Distrusting other means of self-protection from such evils, em- 
bittered masses experiment with newly acquired political power. 
They have demanded and obtained anti-monopoly and anti-trust 
laws, rate-making, and price-fixing laws. They have obtained “so- 
cial legislation,” and now they dream of greater things. Capitalism, 
they assure themselves and the world, has been warned and social- 
ism will end it. 

There are voices of dissent, however. These say that capitalism 
has no fear of the state; that for practical purposes it is the state, 
controlling legislation, administration, and judicial appointments 
whenever worth while. Trade-unionism and syndicalism refuse to 
commit themselves to political action, preferring to fight on self- 
reliant lines with strike and boycott. How persistent will they be? 
And will their example prevail? Capitalism, from whatever motive, 
here and there experiments with plans to share control and profits 
with wage-earners. Is any such plan workable? Will it succeed? 
Will the experimenting go on? 

In the same individual mind alternative attitudes may alternate. 
In disagreeing minds they may become antagonisms. They often 
do. One or the other attitude then preponderates in decisions and 
control. Reliance on the state, on gOvernment and law; reliance on 
the ways of folk society, on self-help; which of these choices is pre- 
ponderant in present-day policy, or tending to be? That is the pre- 
cise question to which we desire a trustworthy answer. 


SOCICLOGY PROPER 


Comparative study of societies—Intensive studies in sociology 
will presumably clarify and define our idea of what sociology itself 
becomes when we divest it of accretions and admixtures taken up 
from other sciences. 

The residual conception then seen to be possible in view of fore- 
going contentions is that sociology, pure and proper, is a compara- 
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tive study of societies—of what they are, what they do, and what 
they are good for. 

It is not a study of geography, or of ecology, or of biology, or of 
psychology in sociological complexes and conditionings, obtrusive 
and worth while as these undeniably are. It is not a study under an- 
other name of anthropology, or of culture, or of ethics. Such studies 
allure sociologists but they are not sociology. They are related to it, 
and mistaken for it, but they are not it. A sociology which follows so- 
ciety back to quanta and electrons and projects telesis into a new 
heaven and a new earth cannot hope to escape satirical description 
as a science of organized smatter. 

In a word, sociology as a distinctive scientific enterprise is pos- 
sible if it is taken up as a comparative study of societies as such. It 
cannot profitably continue to rehearse the story of cosmic evolution 
from the beginning or to project wishful thinking through an endless 
hereafter. 
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OCCUPATIONAL INTELLIGENCE IN THE ARMY 


HARVEY C. LEHMAN anv STUART M. STOKE 
Ohio University 
ABSTRACT 


The differences between the mean intelligence test scores of the members of the va- 
rious occupations have been emphasized so frequently that an erroneous belief has 
gradually developed, namely, that the majority of our bright citizens come from the 
professional and the large-scale business groups. Inspection of a neglected aspect of 
the army intelligence test data leads to the conclusion that the majority of A and B 
caliber men of the United States are to be found in agricultural work and among the 
skilled and semiskilled laborers. The farmers alone supply as many A and B caliber 
individuals as do the professional classes collectively. More than half of the A and B 
caliber men are to be found in the non-white-collar occupations. 


It is a matter of general observation that quite different interpre- 
tations may be given to almost identical statistical findings. These 
differences in interpretation may arise either because of especial 
emphasis upon certain portions of the data or because of neglect 
thereof. In this paper the writers will present what appears to them 
to be a neglected aspect of the army data with reference to occupa- 
tion and intelligence test rating. 

Most of the readers of this journal are familiar with the army 
findings and the graph which discloses the relative status of the mid- 
dle 50 per cents of the members of the various occupations. They 
will recall the stair-step arrangement of medians, from the dull who 
engage in simple occupations to the mentally alert who belong to the 
professional groups. A few writers have called attention to the over- 
lapping of the various occupations and have warned the reader that 
the middle 50 per cent does not include the entire range of ability 
within a given occupation. But many who employ this material have 
tended to neglect this warning. The graph has been reprinted in 
numerous books as evidence that a chasm separates the intelligerice 
levels of the upper and the lower occupational groups. The differ- 
ences between the mean intelligence levels have been emphasized so 
frequently that an erroneous assumption has gradually developed, 
namely, that the majority of our bright citizens come from the high- 
er occupational groups. 

The foregoing assumpticn (and it is merely an assumption) has 
had a rather subtle influence upon current educational thinking. For 
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example, it has been proposed recently that college students be re- 
quired to pay in the form of tuition fees the full cost of their higher 
education. This somewhat reactionary proposal is doubtless based 
in part upon the inability of universities to provide educational fa- 
cilities for all prospective students. It is probably based in part also 
upon the belief that economic status and test-intelligence are closely 
correlated and that those most able to profit by higher education are 
most able to pay the cost thereof. 

| The belief that economic (and social) status and intelligence are 
closely correlated is one that has become rather firmly established. 
For example, McDougall has written as follows: 

We have, then, pretty good evidence that capacity for intellectual growth is 
inborn in different degree, that it is hereditary, and also that it is closely corre- 
lated with social status. (Italics ours.) 

. . . . The operation of the social ladder tends to concentrate the valuable 


qualities of the whole nation in the upper strata, and to leave the lowest strata 
depleted of the finer qualities.” 


Terman has made a statement also which certainly implies that 
superior intelligence is to be found chiefly among the professional 
and the more successful business groups: 


The 120-140 (IQ) group is made up almost entirely of children whose par- 
ents belong to the professional or very successful business classes. The child of 
a skilled laborer belongs here occasionally, the child of a common laborer very 
rarely indeed. At least this is true in the smaller cities of California among 
populations made up of native-born Americans.’ (Italics ours.) 


One more quotation will suffice. The popularizer of science has 
been more blunt: 


. . . . Evidence is constantly accumulating that the more successful eco- 
nomic and social classes have far the largest share of the nation’s brains.* 


In a previous article the writers have pointed to the fact that so- 
cial and economic status are correlated not closely but rather loosely 


*W. McDougall, Is America Safe for Democracy? (New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1921), pp. 66-67. 

? Ibid., p. 155. 

*L. M. Terman, The Measurement of Intelligence (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 
1916), p. 96. 

‘A. E. Wiggam, “America as a Nursery of Genius,” World’s Work, LII (1926), 687. 
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OCCUPATIONAL INTELLIGENCE IN THE ARMY 17 
with intelligence test scores. They have shown also that, in spite of 
some rather dogmatic assertions to the contrary, the great majority 
of the nation’s superior and gifted children come from poor and av- 
erage rather than from wealthy homes. But studies of children do 
not provide the sole evidence that the majority of our superior indi- 
viduals come from the humbler walks of life. The same implication 
lies buried and ignored in the army data. In the present paper the 
writers will attempt to disinter this implication by computing the 
approximate number of superior® men included in various occupa- 
tions and occupational groups in the United States. 

The Memoirs of the National Academy of Sciences presents for 
numerous occupations the percentages of men who earned various 
letter ratings on the army tests.’ For example, this report states that 
17.7 per cent of the dental officers received ratings of A, and that 
36.7 per cent of them received ratings of B. This means that 54.4 
per cent of the dental officers received one or the other of the two 
highest letter ratings given on the army alpha. 

From the United States census report the writers found that in 
1920 the number of male dentists in the United States was 54,323.° 
If the dental officers in the army were a random® sampling of the 


*S. M. Stoke and H. C. Lehman, “Intelligence Test Scores: of Social and Occupa- ~ 


tional Groups,” School and Society, XX XI (1930), 372-77. 


* In the present paper the term “superior” applies oniy to men capab'e of earning 
letter ratings of either A or B on the army tests. 

"R. M. Yerkes (editor), Memoirs of the National Academy of Sciences, XV, 1921, 
p. 828. In the discussion following the terms “army tests,” “army alpha,” and “army 
beta” will be employed more or less indiscriminately. The reason for this is that the 
table from which many of the data for this article were taken includes the combined 
ratings for both literate and illiterate draft quotas. See Table 378, p. 828. 


* Fourteenth Census of the United States (1920), Vol. IV, Populations: Occupa- 
tions, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census (Washington, D.C.: Govern- 
ment Printing Office, 1923), p. 42. 


* The assumption that army dentists comprised a random sampling of American 
dentists is possibly invalid. Most writers have assumed, however, that the army 
sampling is adequate for proving that the middle 50 per cent of dentists, for example, 
possess a much higher level of intelligence than do the middle 50 per cent of an equal- 
ly poorly selected sample of mechanics or farmers. Since the foregoing assumption has 
usually been made by those who have sought to prove that “the more successful eco- 
nomic and social classes have far the largest share of the nation’s brains,” it surely will 
be permissible for opponents of this thesis to start with the same assumption, namely, 
that the army samplings are fair enough where rough rather than fine distinctions are 
to be made. 
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dentists of the United States in 1920, it follows that 54.4 per cent of 
them would receive ratings of either A or B if given the army alpha 
test. Fifty-four and four-tenths per cent of 54,323 equals 29,552, a 
result which indicates that there were approximately 29,552 den- 
tists of A and B caliber in the United States in 1920. In similar 
manner the number of A and B caliber men for each occupation was 
computed.”° 

Table I and Chart I present for forty-four occupations the num- 
ber of A and B caliber men.** Those who have become accustomed 
to thinking in terms of the well-known army graph with its ascend- 
ing stair-step arrangement of the various occupations might well 
ponder this second stair-step arrangement, which indicates the ap- 
proximate occupational locations of our best intellectual resources 
in so far as they may be identified by means of the army alpha. 

Table I and Chart I reveal, mot a profession, but farmers, general 
clerks, and unskilled laborers occupying first, second, and third 
places, respectively, as regards number of superior individuals. Al- 
though a professional group, namely, the clergymen, ranks fifth in 
the list, the farmers alone supply more A and B caliber men than 
the nine professional groups of Table I supply collectively. Surely 
this has been a neglected aspect of the army data with reference to 
occupation and intelligence test ratings. In the literature which 
deals with this general topic, one sees so much emphasis upon aver- 
age scores and middle 50 per cents that one is likely to gain the im- 
pression that superior individuals come only from the professional 
and the large-scale business groups. 

It may occur to the reader that the foregoing comparison of farm- 
ers and professionals is unfair to the professionals since Table I 
and Chart I include only nine professions. The writers have em- 
ployed, therefore, a second procedure which has enabled them to in- 
clude all professionals in making a further comparison. 

According to the United States census report, the total number 

* For certain occupations comparable data were not available. For example, the 


Memoirs presents no such data for lawyers, teachers, editors, practically all business 
men, etc. 


™ The percentage of engineers having ratings of A and B was obtained by averag- 


ing the percentages of mechanical engineers, civil engineers, and engineer army officers 
who received these ratings. 
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TABLE I 


Tue APPROXIMATE NuMBER oF A AND B CALiBer MALEs In 
OF Forty-Four OccuUPATIONS 


Occupation No. of A and B Caliber Males 
General clerks - 400,344 
Laborers . 161,582 
Bookkeepers . . 126,319 
*Clergymen . 112,935 
General machinists . 110,042 
*Physicians . 106,762 
*Engineers 95,528 
General carpenters 84,285 
Accountants . 71,239 
General electricians 59,625 
General mechanics and quncnities 40,825 
Auto chauffeurs 40,626 
General miners ; 38,686 
Stenographers and typists » 31,456 
*Mechanical draftsmen . 29,815 
*Dentists . 29,552 
‘Painters . 20,412 
Plumbers 24,392 
Teamsters 22,987 
General blacksmiths 19,330 
Telegraphers . 17,270 
*Musicians 15,721 
‘Bricklayers and 14,570 
Butchers (meat cutters and _— . 13,512 
Brakemen 12,780 
Barbers (and 12,625 
Cooks 10,389 
Bakers 10,362 
Tailors 10,105 
Detectives and 9,531 
Locomotive firemen 8,221 
Railroad conductors 8,125 
Boiler-makers 6,816 
*Photographers 6,622 
Telephone and 4,814 
Laundrymen . % 4,716 
Locomotive enginemen 3,956 
Cobblers 3,616 
*Veterinarians . 2,793 
*Nurses 2,431 
Telephone opetators 2,356 
Concrete and cement workers 549 
Truckmasters 379 


*Professions, according to the census classification. 
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CHART I 
APPROXIMATE NuMBER OF A AND B CALIBER MEN IN Various OccUPATIONS 


*Clergymen 
General machinists 
*Physicians 


General electricians 

Gen. mech. and gunsmiths 

Auto chauffeurs 

General miners 

Stenographers and typists - 
*Mechanical draftsmen - - 
*Dentists 

Painters 


General blacksmiths - - - 
Telegraphers 

*Musicians 
Brick layers and stone masons 
Butchers 


Detectives and policemen - - 
Locomotive firemen - - - - 
Railroad conductors 
Boiler makers 
*Photographers 

Tel. and tel. linesmen- - - - 
Laundrymen 

Locomotive enginemen - - - 
Cobblers 

*Veterinarians 


Telephone operators - - - - 
Concrete and cement workers 


* Professions, according to the census classification. 
Legend: 100,000 equals ——_ 
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of professional men in the United States in 1920 was 1,042,072.” 
Table II presents the various professions and the number of males 
included in each. The next step was that of ascertaining the prob- 
able percentage of these professionals who would deserve letter rat- 
ings of either A or B on the army alpha. For nine professions the 
Memoirs presents the percentages of A and B caliber men.** Em- 
ploying these percentages (see Table II, A) in the manner previous- 
ly described, the writers found that there were approximately 402,- 
158 A and B caliber men to be found in these nine professions. Ac- 
cording to the census, the gross number of males included in these 
nine professions was 608,208. Since 402,158 is 66.09 per cent of 
608,012, it follows that 66.09 per cent of the men belonging to these 
nine professions were of either A or B caliber. The foregoing pro- 
cedure was employed as a means of giving to those professions con- 
taining larger numbers of men the heavier weighting that they de- 
serve. 

Although precise percentages of A and B caliber men were avail- 
able for nine professions only, these nine included approximately 
60 per cent of the total professional group. It was assumed, there- 
fore, that the remaining 40 per cent would be of about the same level 
of ability. In other words, it was assumed that 66.09 per cent of the 
remaining 433,864 professional men listed in the census would be of 
either A or B caliber as measured by the army alpha. The compu- 
tation based upon this assumption yielded a grand total of 688,898 
A and B caliber professional men (see Table IT). 

The number of A and B caliber men belonging to the four other 
occupational groups listed in Table III was next ascertained as 
follows: 

The number of males engaged in clerical work was taken directly 
from the census report.’* The percentage of A and B caliber men 
(40.27 per cent) was obtained by averaging the nine clerical 


Fourteenth Census, p. 42. 


* Exclusive of those classified as “semiprofessionals,” e.g., fortuiie-tellers, “healers,” 
turfmen, and sportsmen, etc. 


* Op. cit., p. 34. 
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groups*’ for whom data were presented in the Memoirs.** The total 
number of A and B caliber clerks was found to be 684,761, as shown 
in Table IIT. 

TABLE II 


TotTaL NuMBER OF MALES AND THE APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF A AND B 
CALIBER MALES BELONGING TO VARIOUS PROFESSIONS: 
CENSUS OF 1920 


. Total Number | Percentage of | Number of A 
Profession of Males |A and B Caliber and B Caliber 


A. Professions included in the army data: 
Dentists 545323 
50,880 
13,493 
125,483 
136,080 
57,587 
5,464 
Photographers 27,140 
Physicians 137,758 


29,552 
29,816 
2,793 
112,935 
95,528 
15,721 
2,431 
6,622 
106, 762 


BSE 
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608 , 208 


B. Professions not included in the army 
data but included in the United States 
census report: 

Actors 15,124 


18,694 
18,048 
20,785 

3,662 
Editors and reporters 28,467 
Chemists, assayers, and metallurgists. . . 31,227 
College presidents and professors 23,332 
9,758 
2,349 
Lawyers, judges, and justices 120,781 
Osteopaths 3,367 
Teachers ae dancing) 5,677 
Teachers (school) 116,848 
Aeronauts I, 304 

1,795 
12,646 


433,864 
1,042,072 


* Weighted average percentage of A and B caliber men represented in the tbove nine professions. 


* Since only four of these nine clerical occupations were listed separately in the 
census, and since these four had higher percentages of A and B caliber men than did 
the other five, it would have been unfair to judge all clerks by the average of these 
four alone. Hence, no attempt was made to weight the clerical group in the manner 
that the professional group was weighted. 


* 828. 
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The number of skilled and semiskilled workers was secured from 
the census report by totaling all who were listed as such in the manu- 
facturing and in the mechanical industries, transportation service, 
domestic and personal service, and public service. To these were 
added the few “attendants and helpers” in professional service that 
were listed in the census report. For forty-six types of skilled and 
semiskilled workers, the Memoirs presents the percentages of A and 
B caliber men. The average percentage of A and B men for these 
forty-six trades was 11.26 per cent.’ Applying this percentage to . 
the total number of skilled and semiskilled males, the total number 
of A and B caliber men in the skilled and semiskilled trades was 
found to be 1,150,310 (see Table IIT). 


TABLE III 


Tota NuMBER OF MALES AND THE APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF A AND B 
CALIBER MALES BELONGING TO EACH OF FIVE 
OccuPATIONAL CATEGORIES 


: Total Number | Percentage of A} Number of A | Rank in A and 
Occupational Group of Males | and B Caliber | and B Caliber 


Skilled and semiskilled... . . 10,215,902 11.26 1,150,310 I 
9, 869,030 7.10 700, 701 2 
1 {042,072 66.09 688 , 898 3 
ss ve 3,921,895 4.12 161,582 5 


The number of males engaged in agriculture was taken directly 
from the census report.’* The percentage of A and B men (7.10 
per cent) was taken as usual from the Memoirs, which presents 
data for a sampling of 6,886 farmers. The total number of A and B 
caliber men engaged in agricultural work is shown in Table III to 
be 700,701. 

The number of unskilled laborers was obtained from the United 
States census report by totaling all laborers except those listed in 
the agricultural and the mining groups.** The percentage of A and 

* Since this sampling included forty-six trades, it was considered large enough to 
render weighting unnecessary. 

* Op. cit., p. 34. 


* Op. cit., pp. 35 ff. For the miners it was impossible to distinguish between the 
skilled workers and the unskilled laborers since in the census report the term employed 
is simply that of “mine operatives.” The agricultural laborers were listed as agricul- 
turists because they were so treated in the army Memoirs. 


~ 
= 
| 
| 
q 
i] 
{ 


24 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 


B caliber men (4.12 per cent) was obtained directly from the Mem- 
oirs,”® and was based on a sample of 1,453 laborers. As shown in 
Table III, the number of A and B caliber men in the unskilled labor 
group amounted to 161,582. 

Table IIT shows for the ‘ive occupational categories mentioned 
in the foregoing: (1) the number of individuals included in each 
category according to the census report; (2) the percentages of 
these who are of either A or B caliber according to the army Mem- 
oirs ; (3) the number of A and B caliber men included in each cate- 
gory; and (4) the rank of each occupational category with refer- 
ence to the number of superior individuals included within its ranks. 

It will be noted from Table III that the professional group ranks 
not first but third in the number of A and B caliber men. Since the 
three middle rankings are based upon figures that differ relatively 
little, and since the data of Table III are only approximations, this 
ranking may give an impression not wholly fair to one or more of 
the three middle groups. It is nevertheless obvious that when the 
army findings are employed for making occupational distinctions 
(and this has been done many times), the professional group pro; 
vides, not a majority, but only about a fifth of those who earn high 
scores on the army tests.** More than half of the individuals having 
superior intelligence come from the agriculturalists, the skilled and 
the semiskilled workers—groups which the white-collar worker is 
inclined to regard with unwarranted scorn. 

It will be noted that Table III corroborates Table I in showing 
that the farmers alone supply more A and B caliber individuals 


” OD. cit., p. 828. 


™ This is a very conservative estimate. In the United States there were, in 1920, 
33,064,737 males of ten years of age and over who were gainfully employed. Of these, 
Table III accounts for only 26,749,324. The remaining 6,315,413 males include work- 
ers in personal service, shopkeepers and tradesmen, miners, public officials, civil service 
employees, and others who, for one reason or another, are not included in the five 
categories listed in Table III. If this residual group of more than 6,000,000 should be 
rated on a par with skilled and semiskilled laborers with respect to the percentage of 
A and B caliber men contributed by it, its contribution would amount to 711,115 
A and B caliber men, i.e., 11.26 per cent of 6,315,413. This procedure would bring the 
total number of A and B caliber men in the United States to 4,007,367 in 1920. Of 
these the professionals would supply approximately 688,898—slightly more than a 
sixth instead of slightly more than a fifth. The writers are content, however, to sub- 
mit the more conservative estimate. 


Hi 
it! 
hill 
i} 
3 i 
Hi! 
Hii! 
- 
Hi 
4 
iii! 
uh 
Hi 
Hii 
il 


OCCUPATIONAL INTELLIGENCE IN THE ARMY 


than do the professional groups collectively. Although Table III 
shows that the farmers have slightly more A and B caliber men than 
do the professionals, the writers of this article are anxious to avoid 
exaggeration. They are content, therefore, to rest their case wi 
the claim that the number of farmers of A and B caliber is at least 
as great as is the number of professional men who deserve these 
ratings on the army tests. The writers do not pretend that they have 
ascertained the exact numbers of A and B caliber men belonging to 
the occupations. Approximation only is the result of their calcula- 
tions. 

Several factors undoubtedly militate against the accuracy of the 
figures presented in the accompanying tables. For example, the fol- 
lowing quotation from the Memoirs reveals one of the handicaps 
from which the present study suffers: 


That farmers should be rated so low in intelligence (on the percentage basis) 
is surprising. In all probability the bulk of this group represents unmarried, 
unskilled laborers. The married (with dependents) and the necessary skilled 
farm laborers in essential agricultural enterprises were exempted according to 
the provisions of the selective service act.?? 


Another factor which operates to the disadvantage of a number 
of the lower occupational groups, especially farmers and unskilled 
laborers, is the inclusion of Negroes in the army data.”* It is well 
known that the drafted Negroes as a group tested lower than whites 


included in draft quotas. Since few Negroes would appear in the 


professional group and a relatively large number of them would ap- 
pear among the farmers and laborers, their inclusion in the army 
data tends to exaggerate the superiority of the professional group. 

An interesting illustration of the preceding hypothesis is to be 
found by inspection of the data with reference to clergymen. It is 
quite probable that few or none of the army chaplains tested were 
Negroes. But since go per cent of the army chaplains received rat- 
ings of either A or B, the writers have included go per cent of the 
ministers in the country at large in the group of superior profes- 
sionals. The result is that 112,935 clergymen, more than the total 
of white clergymen in the United States (105,873), were included 
in the group of superior professionals. Undoubtedly, some of the 


* Op. cit., p. 830. *® Memoirs, p. 828. 
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19,343 Negro ministers deserve ratings of A or B. But the propor- 
tion among the Negro ministers is surely not 90 per cent.** This 
factor of race, since it was not evenly distributed among the occu- 
pational groups, clearly tends to obscure occupational differences 
to some extent. It is likely that this factor worked to the advantage 
of the professional and the clerical groups and to the disadvantage 
of the less favored occupational groups. 

Still another factor which probably operates slightly to the disad- 
vantage of the professional group is the fa ‘hat most of them do 
not enter their professions until they have ..ttained full maturity, 
whereas most farmers and unskilled laborers begin their work at 
relatively early ages. A rigorously accurate study would involve, 
therefore, computations which would take into account those who 
are preparing for the professions. Since the number of these indi- 
v.duals is not known, the writers have made no attempt to include 
them. Their inclusion would probably be more than offset, however, 
if a correction could be made for the poor selection of farmers and 
skilled laborers. 

When generous allowance is made for errors due to unfair sam- 
pling, faulty testing, and incorrect census returns, it must neverthe- 
less be granted that the majority of A and B caliber men come from 
the humble walks of life rather than from the ranks of the profes- 
sionals and the rich. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS 


Certainly, there is little in the army findings (or any other exten- 
sive findings that have come to the attention of the writers) to war- 
rant the assertion that “the more successful economic and social 
classes have far the largest share of the nation’s brains.” Nor is 
there cause for much alarm over the prospect that the action of the 
social ladder will ‘concentrate the valuable qualities of the whole 
nation in the upper strata.”’ There may be such a tendency, even as 
McDougall says, but the counteracting influences should not be 
ignored. Surely the completion of this concentration with respect 
to intelligence need not be regarded as imminent so long as more 
than half of our A and B caliber men are to be found in the humble 


™ Nor do the writers believe that 90 per cent of all white clergymen deserve such 
high ratings. 
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walks of life. It is equally obvious that, because of the crowded con- 
dition of the professions, a very large number of these superior indi- 
viduals must remain on the farm and in the shop instead of donning 
white collars. Let us add to these stubborn facts the biological laws 
of filial variation and filial regression and then reconsider the ques- 
tion of whether test-intelligence is likely to become the monopoly of 
“the more successful economic and social classes.” 

The vision of the men who established state universities, where 
higher education would be provided at public expense for all who 
could profit thereby, was not defective. It is obvious that to compel 
each student to pay the cost of his higher education would deprive a 
very large proportion of able individuals of all opportunity for such 
education. And since the professional group, because of its low 
birth-rate, is not self-perpetuating, it follows that the suggested 
proposal would entail ultimately a dearth of educated leadership. 
The discovery that the higher social and economic groups exceed 
their quotas of superior individuals does not justify the belief that 
the majority of the more intelligent citizens of the country are to be 
found in these classes. More than half of the A and B caliber men 
are to be found in the non-white-collar occupations. 
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THE RELATIONSHIP OF BIRTH ORDER AND 
FRATERNAL POSITION TO INCIDENCE 
OF INSANITY 


EDGAR A. SCHULER 
University of Minnesota 


ABSTRACT 


This study is an attempt to discover the relationship between the position of a child 
in his sibship and the development of certain personality traits. Some abnormal be- 
havior traits, when exhibited by adults, result in the diagnosis of insanity. Hence, a 
statistical analysis of the birth order and fraternity position of individuals committed 
as insane should reveal a relationship between these two factors, if such a relationship 
exists. It is very difficult to secure a sufficient number of complete and unequivocal 
records of the insane so far as birth-order data are concerned. Using certain method- 
ological rules, however, data on about 1,200 cases are obtained. Analysis of these rec- 
ords leads to the conclusion that among the insane there is no very reliable or signifi- 
cant relation between incidence of insanity and position of the patient in his sibship 
when the sibship is larger than two. In fraternities of two, however, the insane indi- 
vidual is much more frequently the elder than the younger. 


Insanity is a legal term covering many types of human behavior 
which deviate to a sufficient extent from accepted social norms. It 
is most probable that the conditions essential to the appearance of 


these forms of behavior are both environmental and hereditary. One 
possible approach in attempting to discover the relative réles of 
these two factors consists in studying the incidence of various types 
of insanity in relation to the various birth-order and fraternity posi- 
tions. If heredity alone is operative, all types of insanity should be 
found in similar proportions in all birth-order positions. Any devia- 
tion from this equal distribution, since it cannot be attributed to 
heredity alone, must necessarily be due, in part at least, to environ- 
mental influences.* Goodenough and Leahy, in their recent study of 
the relation of various sibling positions to certain personality traits 
in preschool children, came to the conclusion that satisfactory social 
adjustment is probably most dificult for the oldest child.? It would 
seem reasonable to assume that if such difficulties of adjustment are 
significantly related to any sibship position the behavior of adults 

* Owing to lack of space it is impossible to include a review of previous work on 


the same and related problems. See Dr. S. J. Holmes’ chapter on the relation of birth 
order to various factors in his The Trend of the Race (1921). 


* Pedagogical Seminary and Journal of Genetic Psychology, XXXIV, 45-75. 
28 
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BIRTH ORDER AND INCIDENCE OF INSANITY 


should reveal such a relationship. The present study is an attempt 
to determine the validity of this assumption by an analysis of state 
records dealing with the insane. 

Various types of records have been used in the past concerning 
individuals committed to Minnesota institutions for the insane. The 
present form, called the “statistical sheet,” has been in use since 
July 1, 1924. The main categories of facts recorded about the pa- 
tient are as follows: personal information of various kinds—»hysi- 
cal and mental data, facts regarding relatives of the patient, descrip- 
tive notes dealing chiefly with the history of the patient and of his 
insanity. 

The statistical sheet is made out by the staff at each state hospital 
for the insane. The information regarding the patient is obtained 
from three sources: first, the descriptive notes are written up from 
data obtained from the patient by psychiatrists and other members 
of the hospital staff; second, data regarding the physical and mental 
characteristics are supplied by the examinations of the staff after 
commitment of the patient to the institution; the remaining infor- 
mation is supplied by the probate court record and the commitment 
papers of the patient. 

When all the necessary information has been secured, the statis- 
tical sheet is filled out and sent to the office of the Division of the In- 
sane, Minnesota State Board of Control, at the state capitol. Since 
these papers are state documents, and are strictly confidential, it 
was necessary to secure the consent of the Board to obtain access to 
the records. In keeping with its farsighted policy of assisting re- 
search whenever possible, the Board kindly granted the necessary 
permission. 

The total body of data on which this study is based is divided into 
three groups: the working file records, the transfer file records, and 
the correspondence records. The working file cases are those which 
are “active,” or pertain to individuals still in one of the state institu- 
tions for the insane. When an inmate dies, or is transferred to an- 
other state, or is permanently discharged, his record is taken from 
the working file and placed in the transfer or closed cases file. The 
correspondence records were based upon data secured by the author 
in the manner here described. In collecting the materials for this 
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study, all records in the working and transfer files were gone 
through beginning with commitments on July 1, 1924, and ending 
with November 15, 1929, the Board of Control case numbers run- 
ning from 16,000 to 22,000. These records constitute a universe of 
about 6,000 cases from which a sample of more than 900 was se- 
lected in accordance with the principles here indicated. The work- 
ing file yielded 707 and the transfer file 274 records. 

Before many records had been transcribed, it became evident 
that the official documents upon which the study was to be based, 
while excellent in many respects, were not entirely without error, 
confusion, and omission. Under the circumstances about the only 
possible procedure was to reject ail records which were incomplete 
or inconsistent regarding the age, birth order, and family position 
either of the patient or his siblings whenever a question regarding 
the latter might also raise a question with regard to the patient him- 
self. The rules which were accordingly worked out and followed in 
recording data from the statistical sheets are as follows: 


1. In some instances in which the age of the patient was recorded, it did not 
tally with the age found by subtracting the date of birth from the date of com- 
mitment (in years only). If the position of the patient in the family was clear 
despite the discrepancy, the case was used, otherwise not. 

2. When the position of the patient in his family was indicated in the de- 
scriptive notes, but the ages of siblings were indefinite or were not given in the 
proper place on the statistical sheet, the patient’s position was taken as stated in 
the descriptive notes. 

3. When several siblings were listed, the ages of some being given and of oth- 
ers being omitted, if the ages were such as to place the patient in an intermedi- 
ate position, the case was used. If, on the other hand, there was any uncertain- 
ty as to whether the patient was oldest, youngest, or intermediate, the case was 
noi used. (This procedure would clearly result in the selection of a propor- 
tionately larger number of intermediates than actually existed in the universe 
dealt with.) 

4. The fact that brothers or sisters of the patient were not mentioned in the 
statistical sheet was not taken as conclusive evidence that the patient was an 
only child. The latter was not held to be the case unless the statistical sheet 
actually indicated that there were no siblings, or unless the descriptive notes 
stated that the patient was an only child. 

5. Since there was no way of knowing the completeness of the data in the 
probate court record (as given in the statistical sheet) regarding the siblings of 
the patient, the following rule was followed: when it was stated that there were 
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no siblings of one sex, while the space for the other sex was left blank, the case 
was not used. 

6. If the statement was “none” for one sex, and the age of one or more sib- 
lings of the other sex was recorded, the case was used on the assumption that it 
was completely recorded. 

7. When the space for recording siblings of one sex was left blank, and one 
or more siblings of the other sex were recorded, but there was a question as to 
the position of the patient, the case was not used. 

8. When the descriptive notes stated definitely the position of the patient, 
but the probate court record gave incomplete information, the former data were 
used and the case was included. 

9. When the patient had the same age as the youngest or oldest sibling, thus 
giving rise to confusion as to whether the patient was youngest, oldest, or inter- 
mediate, the case was excluded. 


10. If the patient or any of his siblings were born in a foreign country other 
than Canada, the case was ruled out. 


11. If the patient’s testimony (descriptive notes) conflicted directly with 
court testimony, the case was not used. 


12. When the death of one or more siblings made the exact position of the 
patient uncertain, the case was ruled out. 

13. When children were adopted into the family of the patient, or when the 
patient was adopted into another family with data incomplete regarding the 
siblings in the adopting family, the case was omitted. 

14. Whenever the patient was one of a pair of twins, the case was left out. 

15. If a sibling’s death at birth was stated, the child was disregarded entirely. 


16. If a sibling died before reaching the age of three years, the deceased 
sibling was completely disregarded. 


In order to increase the number of cases in the sample, it was de- 
cided to go through the working file again, beginning with the most 
recent commitment records in order to assure the greatest propor- 
tion of correct addresses and secure the name and address of the 
nearest relative, preferably a member of the immediate family of 
the patient. A form letter was composed and sent to this relative re- 

questing information regarding the sibship of the patient. State 
Board of Control stationery was used, both because an inquiry of 
this nature if privately promoted would not be permitted and also 
because official letterheads would probably result in the largest pro- 
portion of satisfactory replies. The information supplied on this 
sheet by relatives of the patient, when combined with other data on 
the statistical sheet in the working file records, supplied the material 
for the correspondence gtoup records. A total of 1,000 inquiries was 
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sent out. Of these, 360 were not again heard from; 83 were returned 
by the postal authorities as being unclaimed; 158 were answered 
but with incomplete, confused, or otherwise unsatisfactory informa- 
tion; and 399 were satisfactorily filled out and returned. 

When the study was begun it was thought that the four categories 
—only, oldest, intermediate, and youngest—could profitably be 
compared without more definite knowledge of the location of the 
patient in his sibship. Later on, however, it was seen that limitation 
of the cases to those in which the precise position of the patient in his 
family group was indicated would lead to more valuable compari- 
sons. It became necessary, then, to throw out all those cases in 
which the exact position of the patient could not be determined. 
When the final tabulation was begun, it became necessary to drop 
out those cases in which the diagnosis of the patient consisted of 
such a combination of disorders as to make classification impossible 
according to the categories approved by the National Committee 
for Mental Hygiene. These two further limitations made it neces- 
sary to discard go of the working file cases, 66 of the transfer cases, 
and about 50 of the correspondence group cases. 

The various general and specific selective factors which operated 
to exclude about 4,800 of the 6,000 cases investigated are of consid- 
erable importance. In the first place it is possible that all insane in- 
dividuals are not legally diagnosed as insane, and hence would not 
be committed to an institution. Our problem, however, would 
scarcely be affected by this factor. Again, all insane individuals are 
not committed to state hospitals. Those who are placed in private 
institutions may possibly be more largely of small families, since 
they belong presumably to the higher economic classes; or they may 
be in the younger part of the family, if it is more likely that an older 
sibling will place a younger sibling in a private institution than vice 
versa, owing to the earlier economic independence of the older. But 
these possibilities are not of very great importance when it is noted 
that less than 1 per cent of all institutionalized insane in Minnesota 
are found in private institutions.* 

The comparison of personality development of children born in 
foreign countries with their siblings born in America should lead to 


* Mental Hygiene, III, 95. 
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fruitful findings, but to avoid working with sibships heterogeneous 

as to nationality the study was limited to American- and Canadian- 
born individuals with respect both to the patient and to his frater- 
nity. While this selection does not affect the variable factors under 
consideration, it necessarily restricts the group to which the findings 
may be considered applicable. 

The weighting of the intermediate positions by the third meth- 
odological rule given in the foregoing was nullified by excluding 
from the final tabulation all cases in which the position of the pa- 
tient was not clearly given by the statistical sheet. There is another 
selective tendency, however, resulting from the use of the rule just 
mentioned. It arises from the fact that the list of patients whose 
position was obtained by correspondence consisted of all patients 
whose data had not been recorded on a schedule. The latter group 
included both those cases in which no data were given regarding 
sibship, and also those in which indefinite data made classification 
of the patient questionable. As was said, all those cases were re- 
corded in which the patient could clearly be “interpolated” as inter- 
mediate, but these records were not used in making the final tabula- 
tion. None of the correspondence-group cases, however, were 
invalidated by the use of this “interpolation” method. Consequent- 
ly, we should expect to find in the correspondence group a larger pro- 
portion of cases classified as other than intermediate than is actually 


the case. The correspondence-group cases were taken from Board. 


of Control cases numbered from 22,000 to 19,198 inclusive (1,000 
inquiries had been sent out when that number was reached). In or- 
der to verify the actual results the percentage for each classification 
of working-group cases was calculated on the basis of Board of 
Control records within the same limits—thus making the two groups 
of records more completely comparable. The number of working file 
cases included between these limits was 346. The total number of 
correspondence cases included was 436, which includes 37 records 
excluded from the final tabulation for the reasons mentioned in the 
foregoing. The percentage of cases according to classification in the 
two groups turned out just as was expected, the working file cases 
being proportionately smaller in each classification except the inter- 
mediate. Since the cases constituting the final tabulation group in- 
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clude all of the correspondence records, while about a fifth of all 
records of intermediates in the working file group were excluded 
from the final tabulation (due to interpolated classification), we 
should expect as a result a slightly smaller proportion of interme- 
diates in the final distribution than is actually the case. 

Selection of records on the basis of completeness of information 
regarding the sibship of the patient resulted in an undue proportion 
of female cases. The proportion of male to female commitments 
during the period covered by this study is 3,600 to 2,481, or roughly 
3:2, while the total proportion of males to females among cases used 
in this study is 557 to 667, or about 5:6. That is to say, instead of a 
ratio of males to females of 9:6, we have a ratio of 5:6. Hence, the 
males are only five-ninths as frequent as they should be in our sam- 
ple. It is clear that if any type of insanity is associated with any 
fraternity position, and if sex is related to either or both of these 
factors, then a disturbance in the sex ratio may disturb either the 
sibship position distribution or the distribution by diagnosis, or 
both. Since we know that the sex ratio in the sample is not valid, it 
then becomes necessary to determine if any relation exists between 
sex of the patient and diagnosis. 


A table was accordingly compiled containing the data necessary 
to disclose the existence of such a relationship both in our samplv 
and in its universe. The total number of cases of each diagnosis was 
reduced to its proportion of 1,000 commitments for the sexes sepa- 
rately. When reduced to a permillage basis the incidence per diag- 
nosis is comparable between the sexes. What seem to be significant 
differences appear in the following diagnoses: 


TABLE I 

Diagnoses 
Psychosis with cerebral arteriosclerosis 
Psychosis with general paralysis . 
Psychosis with other somatic diseases . 
Manic-depressive psychosis . 
Involutional melancholia 
Catatonic dementia praecox . 
Psychoneuroses and neuroses 
Psychosis with mental deficiency . 
Without psychosis . > 
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Thus it would appear that more or less significant differences in di- 
agnosis due to differences in sex are to be found in about half of the 
diagnoses listed; furthermore, these diagnoses involve about half 
of the total number of patients committed. Since we know that our 
sample is weighted on the female side, it follows that our proportion 
of cases with certain diagnoses is too large, and in others is too small 
compared with the proportions in the universe of the sample. Inves- 
tigation of the various possible results of this condition leads to the 
conclusion that sex factors may slightly affect, through their rela- 
tion to diagnoses, the distribution of sibling positions. In so far as 
this connection exists, it will cause the position found in our sample 
to deviate from the actual distribution. The relation between diag- 
nosis and position, however, is so slight and so inconsistent that we 
may be sure the element of error is negligible. 

One point of comparison between the sample and its universe is 
to be found in the proportion of patients having various diagnoses. 
The rank order correlation between all commitments during the 
period involved and the total group in this study is for the males 
+o0.87. For the females the rank order correlation is +0.84. A 
positive correlation of this size involving the ranking of thirty-one 
diagnoses suggests a fairly high validity of the sample for its uni- 
verse. 

Another point of comparison is found in the weighting of one sex 
or the other in various diagnoses in the sample and its universe. Re- 
ducing the distribution to a per mille basis we find that the diagnoses 
in which an excess of males appears are the same for the total admis- 
sions group and for our sample. On the other hand, in only half of 
the six diagnoses in which there is an excess of females do the sam- 
ple and universe show great similarity. 

It will be recalled that one of the methodological principles used 
in filling out the schedules for working file and transfer cases was to 
consider all siblings dying under three years of age as nonexistent. 
Although there is no experimental justification for this procedure, 
a Similar principle was used in the study of Goodenough and Leahy 
cited in the foregoing. The assumption, obviously, is that a child 
dying under the age of three has no significant influence on surviv- 
ing or subsequent siblings so far as the incidence of insanity is con- 
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cerned. In order to determine the effect of this method upon the 
classification of the patients, the age at death of deceased siblings 
was recorded for the correspondence-group records.‘ Siblings dying 
after three years of age were treated throughout the study the same 
as living siblings, so their decease had no effect upon the classifica- 
tion of the patients. The findings as to the effect of the procedure in 
question are summarized as follows: 

1. Neither position in family nor classification of patient was changed, since 
no siblings had died—191 cases. 

2. Death occurred only when the sibling had reached the age of three, or 
later; hence neither position nor classification of patient was changed—122 
cases. 

3. Size of the family was decreased through death of siblings under three; 
hence position of patient shifted but classification remained the same—7o cases. 

4. Both position and classification of the patient were altered—16 cases. 


Four of the 16 cases of change in classification took place in the 
two-child family where death of either sibling results in a classifica- 
tion shift. If the total number of cases in the correspondence group 
is considered as 100 per cent, it will be seen that the classification of 
the patient changes in only 4 per cent of the cases. From this the in- 


fluence of the procedure under discussion would seem to be of rather 
slight importance so far as classification changes are concerned. It 
should be remembered, however, that exclusion always reduces the 
sibship size in which the patient is recorded. 

The validity of this process is, of course, another question. It 
seems quite reasonable to suppose, for example, that the social situa- 
tion will be changed for the younger child in a two-child family as a 
result of the death of the elder sibling. The question to be answered 
is this: Below what precise age will the death of the elder sibling so 
alter the family situation of the surviving child as to make it com- 
parable to the situation of an only child? In the present study this 

*It was supposed that the data regarding sibships of patients in the correspondence 
group of records would be more complete than those in the working file or the trans- 
fer cases. In order to test the validity of this supposition a number of records were 
selected at random from the completed schedules in the working file group. The form 
letter used in securing the correspondence group data was then sent to relatives of the 
patients represented by these working file schedules. The data received in reply, when 
compared with the corresponding state records, were found to be either identical with, 


or more complete than, the latter. The supposition was therefore supported by this 
very rough test. 
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dividing line was arbitrarily set at three years. But this by no means 
settles the question. In fact, we cannot even be certain that the 
drawing of such a line is justifiable at any age. An attempt was 
made to solve the problem by statistical treatment of the available 
data, but due to the limited number of cases no satisfactory conclu- 
sion could be reached. 


TABLE II 


DISTRIBUTION OF ALL CASES IN FINAL TABULATION ACCORDING 
TO PosITIOoN 


I 2 3 4 
Birth Order 

Actual} Ex- 
Family Size ci- | pect- 

dence | ancy | rst | ad | sd | 4th| sth| 7th| 8th | oth 
29.2] 19] 24] 48] 31] 20) 

Totals. .. .|1, 224|291 96| 71} 38] 13) 7} 2 I 


Table II gives the total distribution of cases in the final tabulation 
according to size of the patient’s sibship, and his position in the sib- 
ship. The distribution according to birth order alone, such as was 
used by Heron,° may be found at the bottom of the table in the “To- 
tals” row. It will be seen, however, that this treatment masks the ac- 
tual position distribution with which we are most concerned, viz., 
oldest, youngest, and intermediate in fraternities of three or mure 
siblings. It would be difficult to summarize in one generalization the 


* David Heron, “A First Study of the Statistics of Insanity and the Inheritance of 
the Insane Diathesis,” in Eugenics Laboratory Memoirs, Vol. II (1907), pp. 29-30. 
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various tendencies revealed in this table. By means of the custom- 
ary statistical procedure, it was found that there is no reliable differ- 
ence between the proportion of insane youngest and oldest offspring. 
Neither was there any significant difference between the random ex- 
pectation and the actual incidence of cases in the oldest, youngest, 
and intermediate positions when expressed in percentages. 

When the distribution is treated according to the method devised 
by Karl Pearson® and called by him the “short table method,” the 
following points may be noted: 

1. The actual incidence of first-born is somewhat larger than would be the 
expectation on a random basis (313 rather than 292). 

2. The actual second-born incidence is practically the same as was expected. 


3. The average of the intermediates is also above random expectancy, but 
not so much so as was the first-born. 


4. The average of the two last-born is slightly below random expectation. 


This method appears to be subject to criticism for the following rea- 
son: only children and children in two-child families are included as 
“older” siblings when actually they are not comparable to genuinely 
older children in fraternities of more than two. All first- and second- 
born children are treated as though they were a homogeneous group 


of older siblings, which is not the case. An excess of individuals in 
one- or two-child families might result in an unwarranted weighting 
of the first- and second-born. It would seem, then, that the general- 
izations ¢f Pearson and Heron regarding the oldest-born are some- 
what misleading. 

The data summarized in the table were treated in various ways in 
the attempt to discover new relationships: both sexes were taken up 
separately; the three groups of records were tabulated separately 
before being combined to give the data for the final tabulation; the 
incidence of intermediates was analyzed to discover any tendencies 
within that group. 

The study of the two-child family yielded some rather interest- 
ing results. It is apparent from the table presented that the elder 
position is weighted with reference to insanity. There is less than 
one chance in a hundred that further sampling of patients from two- 
child fraternities would change the direction of the difference; the 


*See his On the Handicapping of the First-born (London: Dulau & Co., 1914), 
pp. 20 ff. 
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relationship thus seems fairly reliable. An outstanding difference 
in diagnosis between the two positions is found in paranoid dementia 
praecox: there are eleven cases of this diagnosis and one of paranoia 
among the elder, but none among the younger siblings. In the elder 
group 25 per cent are victims of persecutory delusions, while none 
of the younger suffer in that respect. If incidence of paranoid delu- 
sions were purely random, we should expect 50 per cent in either 
position of the two-child family. There would be one-half of one 
chance that any one paranoid patient would be either older or 
younger. There is but one chance in 4,096, however, that all 12 
paranoid patients would fall at random in the elder position (one- 
half raised to the twelfth power). This chance is so small as to make 
it extremely unlikely that nothing but chance is operative in placing 
all the paranoiacs among the elder siblings. 


CONCLUSIONS 


1. There is a marked and reliable tendency for the elder sibling in 
the two-child family to be more frequently insane than the younger. 

2. There is a very marked and reliable tendency for paranoiac 
characteristics in the two-child family to be associated with the elder 
and not the younger sibling. 

3. The abnormal-behavior tendency found by Goodenough and 
Leahy chiefly in oldest siblings may apparently be detected in the 
paranoid psychoses so closely associated with the elder in the two- 
child family.’ 

4. There is a slight and unreliable tendency for siblings in the 
youngest position of three- to seven-child families to be less fre- 
quently, and for siblings in the intermediate position to be more 
often, insane than random expectation would justify; there is prac- 
tically no difference between expectation and actual incidence of 
oldest siblings in these family sizes. 

5. There is a slight but unreliable tendency in families of from 
eight to twelve siblings for the incidence of intermediates to be less 

* According to a conservative estimate by Dr. Goodenough, the proportion of two- 


child families in the study referred to was about 75 per cent. The children in that in- 


vestigation were of preschool age, so the families were still largely incomplete. This 
accounts for the excess of two-child fraternities. 
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than random expectancy, and for those in extreme positions to be in 
excess of expectancy. 

6. When the numbers of cases of oldest, intermediate, and young- 
est siblings in fraternities of from three to twelve are expressed in 
percentages, the difference between either extreme position and the 
intermediate is extremely reliable, but the slight difference between 
youngest and oldest is quite insignificant. 

7. Among intermediate siblings there seems to be a slight tend- 
ency which is least noticeable in the larger fraternities for the older 
sibling to be more frequently insane than the younger siblings. 

8. The conclusions of Heron and Pearson as to a definite weight- | 
ing of the older siblings in the case of insanity are not supported 

‘without qualification by the facts in this investigation. ’ 


= 
A 
TH 
} 
i 
|) 
i 
- 
i 
} 
‘ 
| 


MIGRATION TO TOWNS AND CI™IES' 


CARLE C. ZIMMERMAN anp LYNN SMITH 
University of Minnesota 


ABSTRACT 


This paper tests the hypothesis of chance selection in migration to cities from agri- 
culture. The data used concern the economic and educational conditions among 477 
city and farm families in Minnesota, and the migrations of 401 young adults. Farm 
families hold their children longer than urban families. All classes who keep children 
in agriculture give them less formal education than the children sent to the cities re- 
ceive. Formal education may not be used as a measure of the quality of the population 
for purposes of testing selectivity. There is no evidence of a net selectivity unfavor- 
able to agriculture, but some suggestions of assortative mating. The most important 
element in the urban upper classes was the children of the farmers; next was the chil- 
dren of the upper classes themselves; and, finally, the children of the lower urban 
classes. Occupations other than agriculture are composed out of the most heteroge- 
neous groups. The first-born in agricultural families shows a preference for agricul- 
ture, which indicates that the organization of the family is a factor. 


Studies of migrations to cities now enable us to state as a hy- 
pothesis that selection based upon innate physical or mental char- 
acteristics, as such, is a negligible factor, if it is a factor, in spite of 
popular beliefs and numerous statements to the contrary.) Our 
problems now limit themselves to testing and explaining this hy- 
pothesis and to the outlining and exploration of a series of problems 
in the fields of other types of selectivity and of the quantitative 
phases of migration; its mechanical phases; and the psychical ef- 
fects of migration upon the migrants, the stay-at-homes, the urban 

‘populations, and mobile societies generally. (This paper limits it- 
self to the problems of testing the hypothesis of chance selection in 
migration, and to a few remarks concerning selectivity by sex and 
order of birth.” \The data used here were gathered as a side-line to 

* This is Paper 833, “Journal Series,” Agricultural Experiment Station, University 
of Minnesota. It is paper No. 5 reporting a series of concrete studies made by the 
senior author and others. A bibliography of thé previous studies of this subject by the 


University of Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station will be found in the Journal 
of Farm Economics, X, No. 4 (October, 1928), 506 ff. 


* The most important studies in the field of migration (rural-urban) are to be 
found in the following references and their appended bibliographies: University of 
Minnesota, Agricultural Experiment Station “Journal Series” (see note 1); A. B. Hill, 
“Internal Migration and Its Effect upon the Death-Rates,” Medical Research Council, 
“Special Report Series” (London, 1925); L. Livi, “Emigrazione ed Eugenetica,” de- 
livered at the Primo Congresso Italiano di Eugenetica Sociale (Rome, 1924); P. So- 
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a Minnesota Experiment Station study of rural and urban family 
budgets made during the summer of 1928. /The original sources of 
the data were 152 families in Mankato, Minnesota, and 150 fami- 
lies on the surrounding farms; 100 families in the city of Fargo- 
Moorhead (on the Minnesota-North Dakota line), and 75 farm 
families in the surrounding country. These two cities are about 
fifteen and forty thousand in size, respectively. Data were secured 
concerning the occupation, location, and education of all children 
eighteen years of age or over who were gainfully occupied away 
from home; the place of birth, location, and occupation of all sib- 
lings and siblings-in-law of the householder, including their order 
of birth within the family; and the origin, occupation, and size of 
income of the 477 families forming the base of the study. We now 
propose to use these data for the purpose of testing the theory of 
chance selection in urbanization, and for its explanation.* 


THE CHILDREN OF THE HOUSEHOLDERS 


The first study concerns the absent and occupied children of the 
477 families, 252 city and 225 farm. These were 165 in number for 
the farm families and 236 in number for the city families. Thus in 
spite of a higher rural birth-rate, the city families had more children 


rokin, Social Mobility ; Sorokin and Zimmerman, Principles of Rural-Urban Sociol- 
ogy (Henry Holt & Co., 1929) ; mimeographed releases by C. J. Galpin, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, and ’'y C. E. Lively, Ohio State University ; Paul Meuriot, Les 
Agglomerations urbaines dans l Europe contemporaine (Paris, 1898); Jean Gillou, 
L’Emigration des campagnes vers les villes (Paris, 1905) (see especially bibliography) ; 
Michael Hainisch, Die Landflucht (Jena, 1924); E. Laur, H. Nater, and R. KGnig, 
“Mesures propres 4 lutter contre la depopulation des communes montagnardes et 
rurales,” Secretariat des paysaus Suisses (Brougg, 1919); A. F. Weber, “Growth of 
Cities in the Nineteenth Century,” Columbia University Studies No. 11 (see here ex- 
tended references to the earlier works of Hansen, Lapouge, Ammon, Kuczynski, 
Rauchberg, H. L. Smith, and others) ; and Karl Bucher, Industrial Evolution (see the 
important chapter on migration). It is evident that the effect of migration on social 
organization cannot be separated from the effect of urbanization generally upon social 
organization; however, the reader may find some valuable conclusions and data in 
Sorokin’s Social Mobility, Durkheim’s De la division du travail sociale, and Kulp’s 
Country Life in South China, and those by Meuriot, Gillou, Hainisch, Laur, and 
others. These brief references will introduce one to the hundreds of minor studies 
bearing upon the topic of rural-urban migration. 


* The reader may see from the references given in this article that the occupational 


position of any group of persons or families has been used and recognized as valuable 
data for the study of selective migration through a long period of years. 
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gainfully employed away from home. Part of this was due no doubt 

to the inclusion of 27 more city families than farm families; but the 
most of it was due to the fact that the farm families seem to grasp 
and hold their children much longer than do the urban families. 
This suggested conclusion lies more within the field of rural social 
organization, yet it also has significance for migration. It has some 
explanatory significance for the psychical aspects of migration, and 
at the same time it is one of the reasons why Ravenstein’s theory or 
law that city populations were less migratory than the rural has 
been shown to be invalid.* The migrations of the farm children in- 
dicate the following: 56 per cent who had broken from the home- 
steads were on other farms, 32 per cent were in cities above 10,000 
population, and the remainder (12 per cent) in towns and villages; 
urbanization was sex selective for females, which other studies led 
us to expect. The ratio of males per hundred females in the total 
165 was 90; on farms, 136; and in cities, 53. Equal numbers of 
both sexes were to be found in villages. The same conclusions apply 
with somewhat less force to the 236 city children, except that only 
14 per cent of those who had become gainfully occupied were on 
farms. 

' Now let us turn to the problem of education as a factor in migra- 
tion, or vice versa. Table I presents the average education of the 
farm and urban children (away from home and gainfully em- 
ployed) according to the income status of the parents and the pres- 
ent class of occupation held by the child. 

This table throws some light on the claims made by many in the 
field of education that the brighter (those with more formal educa- 
tion) are migrating to the cities, to the partial exclusion of those 
with less formal education. We have here a measure of the general 
ability of these families based upon their success in economic life. 
It is generally believed that in a capitalist society, where the com- 
mon aim—even among the professionals and literati—is for a fairly 
high income{ because of the important connection between income 
and material standards of living, that the economic ladder shows 
some selectivity of native ability. That being the case, our classes 


“For this theory and its refutation, see E. G. Ravenstein, of. cit., and Sorokin and 
Zimmerman, op. cit. 
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at the left of the table may be differentiated somewhat from each 
other by an ascending scale of average native ability. With this 
point in mind we see that all classes who send to, or keep children 
in, agriculture give them less formal education than the children 
sent to the cities, even to the lower urban classes (the one partial 
exception includes the children of the urban middle class who are 
now wage-earners). This introduces a grave and important excep- 


TABLE I 


AVERAGE EDUCATION IN YEARS OF SCHOOLING OR OF GRADES ATTAINED* 


Income Grourst | Now on | In City | In City In City | In City 
Total | Now on 


Farms ass§ 
Lower class. .... 8.9 10.0 | 9.0 8.9] 11.9 9.6] 10.3 
Middle class. . 8.5 11.0] 8.9 8.7 10.4] 12.3 9.9] I1.1 
Upper class. .... 9.3 13.2] 9.8 10.3 Sa) 43.3.) 12.91 
9.1 12.0] 9.0 9.4 22.5 | 10.2] 11.6 


* Without sex standardization. These are arithmetic averages. 
t According to the present location of the family. There were a very few retired farmers. 


Ke classification of income groupe was made by taking the net spendable incomes of the 

ilies and dividing them into-thirds. under $2,300 cash receipts formed the lower third of the farm 
families, and all over $3,700 formed the upper third. In the cities all with incomes less than $1,380 formed 
the lower group, and all above $2,760 formed the upper. Urban incomes are net family incomes, and rural 
incomes are farm cash receipts. These may not be added together for a distribution because they are differ- 
ent items. However, aeeneiine to our hypothesis of chance selection, the thirds in the range of incomes are 
fairly comparable as far as native ability is concerned. 


§ The lower class was defined as including all wage-earners and the upper as all others. This was the 
best classification we could make with our data. 


tion to the claims of the educators that education in itself may be 
used as a measure of the qualitative phases of migration. Farming 
is a matter of direct experience, even in these days of science. 
Farmers are selected by their liking for this type of experience to 
a much greater extent than by their education. We do not deny the 
effects of chance, traditions, opportunities, and other characteristics 
in the selection of the farming class. The point is that formal edu- 
cation is not as valid ior measuring the qualitative differences be- 
tween farmers and the urban classes as it may be between the dif- 
ferent types of urban classes themselves. This also suggests a point 
to the practical agrarian reformers, one which many have already 
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suggested, that one politico-social disfranchisement of the agrarian 
classes is in the matter of formal education.° 
Let us now use these income classes as a measure of native abili- 
ty and see what they tell us concerning the net migrations between 
agriculture and city occupations of these gainfully occupied chil- 
dren. Table II shows the location by sex of 401 children in agricul- 
ture or urban life. The question is whether cities have a net selec- 
tivity greater from one income (and native ability) group than from 
the others. 
TABLE II 
PROPORTION OF ALL MIGRATORY CHILDREN ON FARMS 


PERCENTAGES REMAINING IN, OR GOING TO, AGRICULTURE 
NUMBER OF 
CHILDREN 


Males Females 


30.0 16.0 
132 30.4 41.0 
41.8 27.0 


401 36.7 25.7 


This table does not represent all the children of these families, 


because many above eighteen are still on the home farms; this is 
especially true of the adult males. As it is, it shows no evidence of a 
net selectivity unfavorable to agriculture, but rather the opposite. 
Since we have not observed all the children, the best that we can 
say is that it gives an appearance of chance selectivity. At the same 
time there is a suggestion of a selection of the medium types for ag- 
riculture and the extremes for cities. Such a selectivity as this would 
not likely result in a depletion of the native ability of agricultural- 
ists, as a class. . 


BIRTH, AGE, AND OCCUPATION OF PARENTS 
OF HOUSEHOLDER AND WIFE 
The male parents of the farmer and of his wife were born on a 
farm in 85.7 per cent of the cases, in 9.4 per cent in towns, and in 
*For further proof of this statement, see A. A. Smick and F. R. Yoder, “A Study 


of Farm Migration in Selected Counties in the State of Washington,” Wash. Agricul- 


tural Exper. Sta. Bull. 253 (1929); F. C. Frey, Selective Migration, unpublished Ph.D. 
thesis, University of Minnesota, 1929. 


' 
Income Groups 
Total Group 
23 
Middle........... 40 
30 
Total.........| 31 
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1.6 per cent in cities. The remaining 3.3 per cent did not give place 
of birth. This series of percentages suggests some of the earlier 
conclusions of E. G. Ravenstein, Karl Bucher, and H. L. Smith 
concerning distance as a factor in migration, because farmers mar- 
ried farmers first, town mates second, and city mates hardly at all. 
The majority of migrations are for short distances, either in the re- 
verse current to agriculture or in the main current to the cities. In 
the households of the city families, 64.5 per cent of the male parents 
came from farms, 20.4 from towns, and_21,or9from cities. The re- 
mainder, 4.2 per cent, were not given. (The term “town” is defined 
here as a population unit of 10,000 or less.) The fathers of the farm- 


TABLE III 
OccuPATION OF MALE PARENT OF HOUSEHOLDER AND His WIFE 


OccUPATION OF THE FATHERS OF THE 


Income Group Present Farmer and Wife Present Urbanite and His Wife 


Urban Urban 
Farmer Lower* Upper Farmer Lower* Upper 


81.3 0.7 2.7 48.8 33.9 10.7 
88.0 5.3 2.7 56.5 25.0 14.9 
88.5 6.8 2.0 43-4 24.4 31.0 


49.6 18.9 


85.9 


* The urban lower class is defined as the wage-earners. 
t These three percentages total less than 100 because small percentages in each group had not married’ 


ers were born on farms more often than the fathers of the farmers’ 
wives; and vice versa, the fathers of the urban male householders 
came from farms more than the fathers of their wives. This means 
that the shortage of females in agriculture has caused many farmers 
to marry into urban families, on the one hand, and those who mi- 
grate to cities wait until they migrate to marry, on the other. The 
fact, however, that the great majority of rural migrants marry rural 
migrants indicates some suggestions of assortative mating of those 
with a common rural background, and hence common experience 
and standards of living.® Since these data are not standardized with 
regard to the universe of possible marriages, such a conclusion may 

* A careful analysis of interoccupational marriage by Arnold Anderson (Minnesota, 


unpublished) also bears out the point that the rural migrant most often marries a 
rural migrant. 
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only be suggested; it is not proved. There were no significant and 
permanent differences between the various income classes as to the 
origin of the parents of the householder and his wife. 

The occupation of the parents of the householder and his wife 
are given in Table III according to three classes—farmer, urban up- 
per, and urban lower class. The table shows a slight tendency for 
successful farmers to be recruited from the ranks of farmers to a 
greater extent than are all farmers. The wage-earning classes have 
contributed to all classes of farmers, but to the lowest income classes 
in a greater extent. On the contrary, farmers had contributed pri- 
marily to the middle class in cities, and slightly more to the lower 
than to the upper class. The most important element in the urban 
upper class was the children of farmers followed by the children of 
the upper classes themselves, and then the children of the lower 
classes. There is some slight evidence here that migration to a new 
environment handicaps the economic success of a person; at the 


same time it might represent the process of weeding-out of the less 
successful. 


THE SIBLINGS OF THE HOUSEHOLDER AND HIS WIFE 


We have the locations, occupations, and social class of approxi- 
mately 2,500 brothers and brothers-in-law of the householder and 
his wife. It was thought to use these data for the purpose of deter- 
mining blood allegiance between the various urban classes and the 
agricultural class. Such data as these may be valuable for two pur- 
poses: they may throw some light upon biological differences be- 
tween the urban and rural classes, and they may give a picture of 
the dispersion of families and individuals in the organization of an 
industrial society, which Durkheim has characterized as resulting 
in “confusion of the moral passions.” Tables IV and V give the so- 
cial position of the brothers and brothers-in-law of the farm and 
urban householder and his wife. ; 

The apparent relationship between the farm class and the lower 
city class may be taken as some evidence of a low native ability 
among the farm families. However, these data are limited to all 
twenty-five years of age or over, or married and gainfully employed. 
They also omit the persons from whom the information is taken, 
which means that 950 more cases should be included. Further, such 
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a conclusion would have to be based upon proofs of a great amount 
of assortative mating. Neither is there a standardization by age 
groups and other factors. So our conclusion is that these data tell 
us little, if anything, about the first problem for which they were 
originally designed. If accepted for that purpose, however, they 
give conclusions just opposite to the chance migration theory sug- 
gested by the study of the children in the first pages of this paper. 


TABLE IV 


PRESENT SOCIAL POSITION OF BROTHERS AND BROTHERS-IN-LAW OF THE 
FARMERS AND THEIR WIVES ACCORDING TO THE INCOME 
GROUPS OF THE FATHERS 


Income Gi of Number of Sibli Lower City Class | U; City Class 
ERS: 439 65.2 26.4 8.4 
432 60.4 29.5 10.1 
1,331 27.1 


TABLE V 


PRESENT SOCIAL POSITION OF BROTHERS AND BROTHERS-IN-LAW OF THE 
URBANITES AND THEIR WIVES ACCORDING TO THE INCOME 
GROUPS OF THE PRESENT URBAN FAMILIES 


. Number of Sibli Lower City Class | U; City Class 

384 41.6 47-5 10.9 
ae 434 37.2 44.6 18.2 
490 25.4 33-4 41.2 
1,308 34.1 41.3 24.6 


The picture is much clearer concerning the second problem of 
dispersion of families originating in the same occupation. All fam- 
ilies are dispersed into all occupations, and all occupations, other 
than agriculture, are composed out of the most heterogeneous 
groups. This phenomenon of an industrial society, which has been 
proved clearly by numerous other researches, means that the analy- 
sis of Durkheim in his work the Division of Labor applies equally 
well to the town-country differences in social organization as to the 
changes which have occurred within historical times. This fact is 
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admitted by Durkheim himself, in the later pages of his monumen- 
tal work. Relatively, the only morally and socially homogeneous 
class in our type of society is that of the agriculturalist. This means 
that the careful work of Durkheim should be given a great deal of 
consideration in our courses in rural social organization. As far as 
the writers have been able to ascertain, his work is one of the most 
comprehensive and valuable monographs which give a set of valua- 
ble theories for the systematization of ideas concerning rural social 
organization. 
ORDER OF BIRTH AS A FACTOR IN URBAN SOCIAL SELECTION 

It is generally believed that order of birth is a factor in succes- 
sion of the agricultural family on the farm—that the first male child 
is generally chosen to succeed the father on the farm. Some histori- 
cal evidence appears to suggest such a theory. Irvine claims that 
primogeniture is of urban origin and that the dispersion of the Eu- 
ropean peasant farms is traceable to some extent to the fact that in 
pre-industrial society the peasants clung closely to rights of subdi- 
vision of land rights among all children, especially all male chil- 
dren.” However, the majority of writers indicate that primogeni- 
ture was primarily of feudal origin; while it may have freed younger 
children who later entered urban life, this is not clear proof of order 
of birth as a factor in rural urban selectivity.* The question arises 
whether the spread or development of primogeniture among the 
peasant classes in some countries was but a natural sequence in the 
general spread of urban cultural elements to the country, or was it 
a quick adoption of a peasant right (no matter for what purpose) 
which later allowed the younger children to migrate to cities and 
still gave the family a succession in agriculture. This is 2 problem 
concerning which we know very little. In order to test order of birth 
as a factor in selectivity by the data at hand, we have proceeded to 
segregate all families which originated in agriculture, and concern- 
ing which we have data as to the occupations of the male children. 


"See Helen Douglas-Irvine, The Making of Rural Europe, pp. 35 ff. 
*For primogeniture see especially the article by George C. Broderick, and J. W. 
Probyn (ed.), Systems of Land Tenure in Various Countries, pp. 13-169; R. M. Gar- 


nier, History of the English Landed Interest; pp. 140-41 (London, 1881) ; and Evelyn 
Cecil, Primogeniture (London, 1895). 


50 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 


This gives a total of 1,415 male farm-born children, all of whom are 
now adults, gainfully employed, and at least twenty-five years of 
age. Of these, 539 were the first-born male children and 876 were 
of later and subsequent births. We find that 65.3 per cent of these 
first-born male children were in agriculture (1928), compared with 
60.8 per cent of all male children for which we have records in these 
families. At first sight these figures suggest a slight bias of urban 
and rural selection based upon order of birth. However, there is a 
series of conditional circumstances which may make these figures 
invalid. These follow. First, the difference was so slight, that it 
may be a chance fluctuation. Second, we have not eliminated from 


TABLE VI 
PERCENTAGES OF MALE GAINFULLY OccUPIED CHILDREN Now IN AGRICULTURE* 


Famities Now on Farms Famiiies Now 1n Cit1es 
Economic Groups 
First-born Child | All Children Now | First-born Child | All Children Now 
Now on Farms on Farms Now on Farms on Farms 

ee 82.5 77.4 48.0 37.6 

83.8 75.0 45.8 32.0 

79.7 76.4 43.8 36.8 


* Including single-child families. Al] these families were native to agriculture. 


our data the families in which there was only one child, so that se- 
lectivity of order of birth is meaningless in some cases. Third, we 
do not know how many of the first-born male children started farm- 
ing, and later gave it up under economic stress. Fourth, the selec- 
tivity of the first-born female child may be an additional compli- 
cating factor. Fifth, as shown in Table VI, there was considerable 
variation among the economic classes as to the selectivity of the 
first-born for agriculture. 

In order to study this selectivity of the first-born child when the 
factor of single-child families was removed, we retabulated the 
data. It then appeared that 69.4 per cent of all first-born children 
were in agriculture, compared with 61.7 per cent of all children. 
Thus, we have slightly greater evidence of order of birth as a factor 
in rural-urban selectivity. Table VII gives the essential results of 
the retabulation. 
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We conclude with the statement that the historical and statistical 
evidence concerning order of birth as a factor in rural-urban selec- 
tion have been studied very little, in spite of the fact that a number 
of theories concerning this already exist and that there is a growing 
body of literature concerning the biological and social co-ordinates 


TABLE VII 


PERCENTAGES OF MALE GAINFULLY OccCUPIED CHILDREN Now IN AGRICULTURE 
CASES IN WuicH Famity ORIGINATED IN AGRICULTURE* 


Now on Farms Famaities Now Citres 

Economic Groups s+-born Child | All Children Now | First-born Child | All Children Now 

Now on Farms on Farms Now on Farms on Farms 
77.5 78.6 48.1 43.8 
82.5 73-7 54.3 33-4 
81.2 76.5 50.4 37.8 
* Single-child families omitted. 


of order of birth. Our data give some evidence that the first-born 
male in multi-children families tends to show greater preference for 
agriculture, in cases in which the family originates in agriculture. 
The explanation of this will require a special study of first-born 
males now in agriculture.° 


* Study No. 6, by C. C. Zimmerman and J. J. Corson (Social Forces, March, 1930), 
confirms this theory of “order of birth” as a factor in selection and explains it through 
family organization in agriculture. 
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CONGRESSIONAL OPPOSITION TO PURE FOOD 
LEGISLATION, 1879-1906 


THOMAS A. BAILEY 
University of Hawaii 


ABSTRACT 


The general pure food law was passed only after a long evolutionary process in 
which the education of public opinion was the prime moving force. Between January 
20, 1879, when the first bill designed primarily to prevent the adulteration of food was 
introduced in the House of Representatives, and June 30, 1906, when the Pure Food 
Law was signed, 190 measures relating to specific foods were introduced. These met 
with various kinds of opposition. The opponents may be classified into three classes: 
those who objected on the grounds of constitut.onal interpretation, those who were 
not aware of the seriousness of the problem and believed there were more pressing 
questions, and those who were personally interested in the perpetuation of frauds 
that would be illegal under a pure food statute. 


The first bill designed primarily to prevent the adulteration of 
food was introduced in the House of Representatives on January 
20, 1879. From that date to the signing of the Pure Food Law on 
June 30, 1906, exactly 190 measures to protect in some way the 
consumer of food and drugs appeared in Congress. Of these, eight 
became law, six passed the House but not the Senate, three passed 
the Senate but not the House, twenty-three were reported favorably 
from the committee to which they had been referred, nine were re- 
ported back adversely, and 141 were never heard of after their in- 
troduction. 

The enactment of the general pure food law came as the result 
of a long evolutionary process in which the education of public 
opinion was the prime moving force. Although from the beginning 
of the crusade food regulation bills of a sweeping nature were in- 
troduced, even the most sanguine realized that such an important 
departure could not possibly be taken at one plunge. One can ob- 
serve, therefore, a gradual working from specific laws, such as those 
concerning glucose, cheese, meat, lard, butter, oleomargerine, bak- 
ing powder, tea, candy, drugs, canned fish, and patent medicines, 
to the general law of 1906. One can also note that it was compara- 
tively easy to pass a measure governing the importation of foreign 
goods, less easy to regulate exported goods, less easy to improve 
food conditions in the District of Columbia, and exceedingly diffi- 
cult to prohibit adulterated foods in interstate commerce. 
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Indicative of the growing sentiment for purer food products 
was the introduction into the third session (December 6, 1880— 
March 3, 1881) of the forty-sixth Congress of a score of petitions, 
resolutions, and memorials, the first of their kind, praying for 
remedy of alleged deplorable conditions in the manufacture and 
sale of foodstuffs. In the second session of the following Congress, 
the forty-seventh, there was passed a bill, the first of a series of ~ 
eight food regulatory measures that were approved between 1883 
and 1906, prohibiting the importation of adulterated and spurious 
teas. Upon the acceptance of several amendments that would meet 
the objections of tea importing firms in New York, the House ap- 
proved the bill on February 24, 1883, without a call for the yeas 
and nays. In the Senate the same measure was passed on February 
26, 1883, under a unanimous consent agreement without amend- 
ment and without roll call. It was signed by the President on March 
2, 1883. The easy passage of this law, which did not seriously in- 
terfere with the business of large interests or with states’ rights, is 
quite in contrast with the struggle over later proposals concerning 
interstate commerce. 

That the necessity for food legislation as a national problem 
had not made much headway in the early eighties is indicated by 
action taken in the House on April 21, 1884, at which time a resolu- 
tion was introduced authorizing an investigation of adulterated 
food and drugs by the Committee on Public Health. To some, who 
vigorously expressed their objections, even a general investigation © 
constituted too great meddling in the private affairs of the people. 
At the close of the discussion the resolution received only fourteen 
affirmative votes.” 

The Forty-ninth Congress (December 7, 1885—March 3, 
1887) was deluged with petitions concerning imitations of butter 
and cheese, most of them referring to oleomargerine. Inasmuch as 
most of the advocates of oleomargerine regulation were sponsoring a 
tax to prevent deception in the marketing of that product, financial 
as well as regulatory matters were badly mixed in the discussions of 
this problem. A bill designed to control by taxation the sale of imita- 


* United States Statutes at Large, 47 Congress, XXII, 451-53. 
? Congressional Record, 48 Congress, 1 session, p. 3201. 
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tion butter passed both houses of Congress after a bitter debate and 
became a law on August 2, 1886.° In the House the Southern repre- 
sentatives, opposed to the extension of the internal revenue system 
and to the alleged abuse of the taxing power, were aligned almost 
solidly against the measure. The Chicago packers, who were to be 
the heaviest losers if the law were passed, were vigorously defended 
by Representative Lawler of Illinois.* In spite of what developed 
into a serious filibuster, the bill passed the House on June 3, 1886. 


' In the Senate the same arguments were advanced by the same inter- 


ests. Even at this early date Aldrich of Rhode Island, a Republican 
senatorial leader, evidenced on two conspicuous occasions his lack 
of sympathy with this kind of legislation.’ At length, after the con- 
templated tax had been materially reduced, the bill passed the Sen- 
ate on July 20, 1886, and was approved by the President on August 
2, 1886. 

An important step in the movement for a general pure food 
statute was the enacting of a law, signed by the President on Octo- 
ber 12, 1888, to prevent the sale of adulterated food in the District 
of Columbia.® Although a few unimportant objections were ex- 
pressed in the House, the opposition to this proposal in both 
branches was practically negligible. The ease with which this meas- 
ure relating to the District of Columbia passed is quite in contrast 
with later struggles to enact general legislation of a similar nature. 

On August 30, 1890, there was approved a bill providing for an 
inspection of meats for exportation and prohibiting the importa- 
tion of adulterated articles of food and drink.’ It is to be noted that 
much of the stimulus for this act was provided by the rejection of 
our allegedly diseased meat by German and French health authori- 
ties.° Although substantially the same measure had passed the Sen- 
ate on two other occasions, it had not been favorably received by 
the House. The bill that was finally enacted into law was approved 


* U.S. Statutes at Large, 49 Cong., XXIV, 209-13. 
* Cong. Record, 49 Cong., 1 sess., pp. 5167-68. 

* Ibid., pp. 5340, 5341. 

* U.S. Statutes at Large, 50 Cong., XXV, 549-52. 
* Ibid., 51 Cong., XXVI, 414-17. 

* Cong. Record, 50 Cong., 1 sess., p. 2288. 
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by both houses with little opposition, no roll call being demanded 
in either the House or the Senate. 

The struggle on the part of various interests to secure the enact- 
ment of a law requiring the manufacturers of so-called compound 
lard to market their products as such, provides an interesting chap- 
ter in the fight for a pure food law. It was not until the first session 
(December 5, 1887—October 20, 1888) of the fiftieth Congress 
that an attempt was made to impress the seriousness of this problem 
upon Congress. During this session there appeared for the first 
time petitions, over one hundred and fifty in number, urging or 
opposing a law regulatory of compound lard. It was not, however, 
until August, 1890, that the Conger Bill, designed to tax and regu- 
late the manufacture, sale, importation and exportation of com- 
pound lard, was seriously considered by the House.” Here again, as 
in the case of the oleomargerine bill, financial and regulatory mat- 
ters were commingled, and the familiar arguments against the ex- 
tension of the internal revenue system and the abuse of taxing pow- 
er were vigorously advanced by Southern representatives. In the 
end, the debate devolved into a battle royal between cotton state 
representatives, who were concerned with marketing cottonseed oil 
under the guise of lard, and hog state representatives, whose con- 
stituents were suffering from competition with the cheaper prod- 
uct. As in the case of the oleomargerine bill, this measure was not 
designed to destroy compound lard, but merely to protect the con- 
sumers from buying the cheaper article when they were paying for 
the more expensive. Despite a most determined struggle, in which 
the public, as is indicated by the presentation of over four hundred 
petitions to Congress, s..ared a deep concern, the Conger Bill passed 
the House on August 28, 1890, and was referred to the Senate. Al- 
though deluged by hundreds of petitions, that body in the second 
session of the same, the fifty-first, Congress passed over the meas- 
ure on two occasions,”° ostensibly because of the pressure of appro- 
priation legislation, and the lard bill failed of enactment. In the first 
session (December 7, 1891-—August 5, 1892) of the following, the 
fifty-second, Congress, neither House, although flooded by even 


* Cong. Record, 51 Cong., 1 sess., pp. 7939 ff. 
* Ibid., 51 Cong., 2 sess., pp. 450, 3909. 
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more petitions than in the preceding session, went so far as to re- 
port a lard bill from the committee. Thereafter the agitation for 
such legislation collapsed with remarkable speed, and in no suc- 
ceeding Congress was the problem mentioned either in bill or peti- 
tion. 

In the Senate Paddock of Nebraska did yeoman service for the 
cause of pure food. During the second session (December 1, 1890— 
March 2, 1891) of the fifty-first Congress, when about two hundred 
petitions praying for prevention of food adulteration indicated an 
awakening public consciousness, Paddock sponsored a bill, the first 
general pure food measure to be considered by Congress, which was 
designed to prevent adulteration of food and drugs. On four sepa- 
rate occasions,"* ostensibly because of the pressure of appropriation 
legislation, this proposal, a commitment upon which was unwelcome 
to a great many senators, was passed over and finally burked when 
the session came to an end. A close study of the parliamentary tac- 
tics employed to shelve this measure explains why it was so difficult 
during the ensuing fifteen years to induce the Senate to act favor- 
ably upon such a proposal. 

The first bill to be introduced into the Senate in the first session 
of the following, the fifty-second, Congress was a pure food proposal 
similar to the one just considered. In urging the passage of this 
measure Paddock of Nebraska, who was its chief sponsor, stated 
that 10,000 petitions regarding it had come to Congress.’ From 
the Democratic minority, especially from the Southern senators, 
came most of the opposition to this bill. Their objections were 
based upon a too liberal construction of the general welfare and 
commercial clauses of the constitution, and upon a delegation of too 
great power to the Secretary of Agriculture.** After the chief criti- 
cisms of the measure had been met by amendments, the bill passed 
the Senate on March 9g, 1892, without a call for the yeas and nays. 
Although several months of this session remained, the act was never 
taken from the House calendar. 

On February 8, 1897, the House, without a call for the yeas and 
nays, passed a bill supplementary to the act of October 12, 1888, 


™ Cong. Record, 51 Cong., 2 sess., pp. 213 I, 3339, 3411, 3424-25. 
* Ibid., 52 Cong., 1 sess., p. 715. * Ibid., p. 1714 ff. 
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relative to adulteration of food and drugs in the District of Colum- 
bia. Although the Senate could not have objected seriously to this 
bill, owing to the ease with which the original act had been approved 
in that body, the measure was shelved and never considered there- 
after.‘* A proposal of a similar nature, however, limited to candy 
adulteration in the District of Columbia, passed both Houses with- 
out debate or roll call and became a law on May 5, 1898."* 

During no Congress since the approval of the oleomargerine act 
of August 2, 1886, did there fail to appear proposals for the purpose 
of strengthening or weakening the original law. Most seriously 
considered of all these measures was one designed to supplement 
this piece of legislation by making imitation dairy products subject 
to the laws of the state or territory into which they were transported. 
During the second session (December 7, 1896—March 2, 1897) of 
the fifty-fourth Congress a bill looking to this end passed the House, 
despite the familiar objections of the Southern states rights advo- 
cates, by a vote of 126 to 96,** but was summarily passed over in 
the Senate.’ Nothing daunted, the oleomargerine opponents intro- 
duced the Grout Bill into the House, where, despite the opposition 
of Southern representatives and the conspicuous hostility of Wads- 
worth of New York, a Republican,** it was passed on December 7, 
1900, by a vote of 197 to 92. In the Senate, amid the heated objec- 
tions of the Southern Democrats, the measure was laid aside at the 
request of Allison of iowa, a Republican, ostensibly because of the 
pressure of appropriation legislation, and it was never considered 
again in that Congress. 

It was in the fifty-seventh Congress (December 2, 1901— 
March 3, 1903) that there occurred the final struggle between the 
cattle men and the dairy interests over the oleomargerine question. 
A measure similar to the proposals that had previously passed the 
House twice came before that body and encountered vigorous ob- 
jection, the most conspicuous of the opponents again being Wads- 
worth of New York.*® Particularly determined was the opposition 
™* Cong. Record, 54 Cong., 2 sess., p. 2716. 

* U.S. Statutes at Large, 55 Cong., XXX, 308. 

* Cong. Record, 54 Cong., 2 sess., p. 814. ; " Ibid., p. 2715. 

* Ibid., 56 Cong., 2 sess., p. 138 ff. 

* Cong. Record, 57 Cong., 1 sess., p. 1097 ff. 
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of the cattle men of the Southwest and West, who claimed that the 
one industry was being taxed out of existence to favor the other. It 
should be noted, however, that the bill placed no appreciable ob- 
stacle in the way of the sale of oleomargerine as such, being aimed 
chiefly at the disposal of the imitation for genuine butter. On Feb- 
ruary 12, 1902, after prolonged debate, the measure was approved 
by the House and went to the Senate, where the cattle interests 
made a determined stand.” On April 3, 1902, the bill passed by the 
vote of 39 to 31 and was signed by the President on May 9, 1902." 
It was in the fifty-seventh Congress (December 2, 1901— 
March 3, 1903) that there began the final stage of the struggle, par- 
ticularly bitter in the Senate, which resulted four years later in the 
passage of the general pure food law of 1906. In the early days of 
this Congress Hansbrough of North Dakota, a Republican, intro- 
duced into the Senate a bill to prevent food adulteration in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, in the territories, and in interstate commerce.” 
McCumber of North Dakota, a Republican, who was the chief 
sponsor of the proposal, experienced great difficulty even in getting 
his measure called up. With the obvious intent to provide a peaceful 
burial, the Senate quietly passed over this bill on three separate 
occasions.”* At the objection of Aldrich of Rhode Island, one of the 
outstanding opponents of pure food legislation in the Senate, the 
measure was finally laid aside on June 25, 1902, and was never 
heard of again in this Congress. No better example of the snags that 
legislation of this kind encountered in the Senate is to be found in 
the annals of pure food agitation. Very few of the opponents of 
such proposals came out openly and voiced their objections; the 
plea was usually the need for discussing more pressing legislation, 
agreement with the principle but opposition to the construction of 
the bill, the desirability of permitting the states to handle their own 
problems, or the necessity of preventing hasty and ill-considered 
legislation. 
Another landmark on the road to a general pure food law was 
* Ibid., pp. 3499 ff. 


™ U.S. Statutes at Large, 57 Cong., XXXII, Part I, 193-97. 
* Cong. Record, 57 Cong., 1 sess., p. 1076. 


* Cong. Record, 57 Cong., 1 sess., pp. 4426, 4609, 4715. 
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the approval by the President on July 1, 1902, of an act to prevent 
false branding or marking of food and dairy products as to the state 
or territory in which they are made or produced.** This bill passed 
the House without a call for the yeas and nays and with practically 
no debate.** The same may be said of its progress in the Senate, al- 
though here two minor amendments were added.”* But under the 
surface things were not so harmonious in the latter body as might 
be supposed. Indicative of the desperation with which the oppon- 
ents of the proposal tried to kill the bill without having to commit 
themselves openly is the fact that it was passed over on four sepa- 
rate occasions before it was finally considered;** and when it did 
come up for discussion, there being no valid objections, the meas- 
ure passed. In these days the biggest struggle, as is well exemplified 
in this instance, was to get the matter before the Senate. 

Another serious attempt to pass a general pure food law oc- 
curred in the second session (December 1, 1902—March 3, 1903) 
of the fifty-seventh Congress. On December 10, 1902, Congressman 
Hepburn of Iowa, a Republican, who was sponsoring the bill in the 
House, complained that although this measure had been reported 
to two or three Congresses, it had been on the calendar since April 
2, 1902, without consideration having been accorded to it.” In the 
course of the ensuing debate in the House, the codfish interests, who 
used boracic acid as a preservative of their product, were warmly 
defended by Gardner of Massachusetts, a Republican. The meas- 
ure finally passed the House without a call for the yeas and nays.” 
In the Senate, however, a different story was to be told. Here Mc- 
Cumber of South Dakota made valiant efforts to have his bill 
brought before that body. When, early in the session, he asked unan- 
imous consent to take it up after the routine morning business, 
Lodge of Massachusetts, ever alert for the codfish, objected, stating 
that there were several bills on the calendar of greater importance.*° 


* U.S. Statutes at Large, 57 Cong., XXXII, Part I, 632. 

* Cong. Record, 57 Cong., 1 sess., pp. 2803-4. 

* Ibid., p. 5562. 

™ Cong. Record, 57 Cong., 1 sess., pp. 3548, 4425, 4600, 4715. 
** Ibid., 57 Cong., 2 sess., p. 203. 

Ibid., p. 458. Ibid., p. 1678. 
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At length, on February 5, 1903, a vote was recorded for taking up 
the measure, the result being 40 yeas and 18 nays. Among the latter 
there appeared Cullom of Illinois, Gallinger of New Hampshire, El- 
kins of West Virginia, Platt of Connecticut, Spooner of Wisconsin, 
Stewart of Nevada. Among those not voting were Aldrich of Rhode 
Island, Hale of Maine, Hawley of Connecticut, and Lodge of Mas- 
sachusetts. It should not be supposed, however, that all of these 
men, who were Republicans, voted against the motion because they 
were opposed to the.bill, but the principal objectors to pure food leg- 
islation raised their heads at this time. 

As the session rapidly neared an end, McCumber in desperation 
delivered himself of a vigorous indictment of the obstructionists on 
February 25, 1903.** Despite his best efforts, a vote to take up the 
measure failed by 28 yeas to 32 nays on March 3, 1903, and its 
doom was sealed. Here, as before, a good many Republicans voted 
negatively because they felt that an eleventh hour attempt to shove 
the bill through Congress was unwise, although it was not without 
significance that Aldrich of Rhode Island, Lodge of Massachusetts, 
Hale of Maine, Kean of New Jersey, Frye of Maine, Wetmore of 
Rhode Island, Foraker of Ohio, Platt of Connecticut, Spooner of 
Wisconsin, and Hanna of Ohio, all Republicans, were arrayed 
against the proposition. Whether sincerely or not, Aldrich gave as 
the reason for his opposition his sponsoring of a financial measure, 
and Lodge and Foraker pleaded the necessity for attention to the 
Philippine Islands tariff bill.** 

In the second session (December 7, 1903—May 7, 1904) of the 


fifty-eighth Congress a general pure food bill was reported to the 


Senate but was passed over at the objection of Kean of New Jersey 
and never considered again.** In the House, however, another Hep- 
burn-sponsored measure was more favorably received, and after 
the usual gauntlet of states’ rights arguments it was passed on 
January 20, 1904, by a vote of 201 to 68. Action on the bill was de- 
layed in the Senate during this session when it was passed over, 
chiefly at the instigation of Kean of New Jersey; ** but in the third 


* Cong. Record, 57 Cong., 2 sess., p. 2647. 
* Ibid., p. 2965. * Ibid., 58 Cong., 2 sess., p. 1977. 
* Cong. Record, 58 Cong., 2 sess., p. 5695. 
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session (December 5, 1904—March 2, 1905) of this Congress the 
measure did receive sufficient recognition to be debated at: some 
length. Its chief advocate, Heyburn of Idaho, a Republican, en- 
countered considerable opposition from Lodge of Massachusetts,** 
from Platt of Connecticut,** and, to a lesser degree, from Cullom of 
Illinois, Aldrich of Rhode Island, and Gallinger of New Hampshire. 

As a final move to dispose of the bill in as inoffensive a manner 
as possible, Spooner of Wisconsin, explaining that it was too late in 
the session properly to amend and debate the bill, moved on March 
I, 1905, that it be recommitted.** With considerable heat Heyburn 
replied that such action would reflect most unfavorably upon the 
committee and described the maneuver as a “very neat way at this 
late hour of the session of killing the bill.”** Realizing the futility 
of further pushing his measure at this time, Heyburn finally re- 
quested that the measure be laid aside in such a way as not to de- 
stroy public confidence in it.*® In the end the bill was passed over 
for a proposal to restore three dismissed midshipmen to their class 
in the United States navy.*® 

In the latter months of 1905 Rooreveli threw himself into the 
pure food fight and in his annual message to Congress of December 
5, 1905, unqualifiedly recommended the enactment of a law to regu- 
late interstate commerce in misbranded and adulterated foods, 
drinks, and drugs.** Aided by muckraking writers, who exposed to 
a hitherto unsuspecting public the dilatory and obstructive tactics - 
of a few powerful big business senators,** the proponents of another 
Heyburn bill, reintroduced in the Senate in December, 1906, drove 
the enemies of the measure, chief among whom was Aldrich, out into 
the open. The issue was definitely decided when the American 
Medical Association threw its support behind the proposal.** Ac- 
cording to the testimony of Senator Beveridge of Indiana, Aldrich 


* Ibid., 58 Cong., 3 sess., p. 362. * Ibid. 
* Ibid., p. 784. * Ibid., p. 3944. 
* Ibid., p. 3755. ® Ibid., p. 3945. 


“ Cong. Record, 59 Cong., 1 sess., p. 102. 


“ For an excellent exposition of muckraking see Mark Sullivan, Our Times, II, 
471 ff. 


* Ibid., p. 533. 
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permitted the pure food bill to go through in order to save other 


_ more important measures.** On February 21, 1906, the bill passed 
the Senate by 4 vote of 63 to 4, the opposition coming entirely from 


Southern Democrats. It is not without significance that Aldrich, 
Elkins, Kean, and Spooner were numbered among those not voting. 

As Beveridge had suspected, the “Old Guard” in the Senate 
probably was willing to let the measure go through because it was 
planning to kill it in the House.** For a time it looked as if the latter 
body were going to let it slumber indefinitely in the committee; but 
Roosev zIt, stirred to action by further muckraking revelations,** ap- 
pointed a commission to investigate conditions in the Chicago meat 
packing industry. Characteristically he tried to remedy the situa- 
tion as quietly as possible, in this case by having Beveridge present a 
rider providing for meat inspection to the agricultural appropriation 
bill. This amendment passed the Senate on May 25, 1906, without 
debate and without a dissenting vote.*’ 

When the House showed no disposition to take action, Roose- 
velt sent a message to that body on June 4, 1906, strongly urging the 
passage of the Beveridge amendment, and including the first part 
of the Neill-Reynolds report.** Startled by the revelations given 
forth in this manner, an indignant public, which flooded the House 
with telegrams, would not thereafter permit further dilatory action 
on the part of Congress.*® James W. Wadsworth of New York, who 
had raised his head from time to time in opposition to pure food 
legislation, fought valiantly as chairman of the Committee on Agri- 
culture to emasculate the Beveridge amendment.” Although his 
efforts were not entirely in vain, for a modified form of the amend- 
ment finally became law,” his hot verbal duel with Roosevelt re- 
sulted in publicity that was chiefly instrumental in causing his 
relegation to private life. In the end, with negligible debate and by 


“In a statement given to Sullivan in 1927. Ibid. 


“ Ibid., p. 534. * Ibid., p. 535. 
“ Cong. Record, 59 Cong., 1 sess., p. 7421. 
* Ibid., 7800-2. “ See New York Nation, June 28, 1906. 


” Sullivan, op. cit., II, 546 ff. 
" U.S. Statutes at Large, 59 Cong., XXX, Part I, 672 ff. 
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a 241 to 17 vote, the pure food bill passed the House on June 23, 
1906, and became a law on June 30, 1906." 

In the House most of the opposition to food regulatory legisla- 
tion came from Southern Democrats, although the conspicuous ex- 
ception of Wadsworth of New York must be noted. It was in the 
Senate, however, where special interests were more firmly in- 
trenched that the most insidious opposition occurred. In this body 
the stand of the Democrats, particularly those of the South, was 
probably sincere; but the attitude of the Old Guard Republicans is 
deserving of a further word of comment, 

A wealthy man himself, Aldrich had made his mark in the busi- 
ness world as a wholesale grocer; consequently this opposition to 
measures that would presumably work to the grocers’ disadvantage 
was not unnatural. Furthermore, it was well recognized at this 
time that the defense of mutual interests in the Senate was a part of 
the big-business senator’s obligations.** Wetmore of Rhode Island 
is thought to have acted as he did because of the dominating influ- 
ence of his colleague, Aldrich."* Kean of New Jersey was an avowed 
corporation man and the large preserving and fruit canning inter- 
ests of his state were beholden to him.** Hale and Frye of Maine 
continued their obstructive tactics for some time because large 
quantities of “imported French sardines” were caught off the coast 
of their state. Massachusetts hake, packed and shipped through 
the country as codfish, and the use of harmful preservatives of fish 
accounted largely for Lodge’s stand. Although powerful interests 
in Wisconsin both favored and opposed pure food legislation, 
Spooner was probably forced to support Aldrich in order to main- 
tain his dominant place in the Senate."’ Not so outspoken as others, 
Foraker of Ohio, who acted as an attorney for the Standard Oil 
interests, was a prominent big business sympathizer.* Hanna of 


Ibid., pp. 768-72. 


" H. B. Needham, “The Senate . . . . of Special Interests,” in World’s Work 
(February, 1906), XI, 7208. 
“ Sullivan, op. cit., II, 526. 


® Edward Lowry, “The Senate Plot against Pure Food,” in World’s Work (May, 
1905), X, 6216 ff. 


Ibid. Needham, of. cit., p. 7211. 
™ Sullivan, op. cit., p. 526. 
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Ohio, as an iron man, Elkins of West Virginia, as a coal magnate, 
and Depew of New York, as a railroad manager, were all sympathet- 
ic with big business.” Large rectifiers of whiskey, in the states of 
Cullora of Illinois, Gorman of Maryland, Foraker of Ohio, Lodge 
of Massachusetts, Platt of Connecticut, and Depew of New York, 
let their influence be felt; and the patent medicine interests in Mas- 
sachusetts brought considerable pressure to bear upon their sen- 
ators, particularly Lodge.®° 

By way of summary it may be said that the opponents of a pure 
food law throughout the period under consideration may be grouped 
into three classes. First, there were those who objected to legislation 
of this kind on the grounds of constitutional interpretation or gov- 
ernment policy. In this classification are to be found for the most 
part the Southern states’ rights Democrats. In the second place, 
there were members of both parties, especially during the eighties 
and nineties, who were not aware of the seriousness of the problem 
and who sincerely believed that their efforts could better be directed 
to what they considered more pressing legislation. In the third 
place, there were those who were personally interested in the 
perpetuation of frauds that would be illegal under a pure food stat- 
ute. As investigations revealed the seriousness of conditions, the 
legislators in the second group began to realize the importance of a 
food regulatory law. They were joined by large numbers of states’ 
rights Democrats, who, in the end, saw the wisdom of sacrificing 
principles for expediency. But the third group was the most danger- 
ous, for it fought most persistently and most insidiously. Its mem- 
bers, the most important of whom were to be found in the Senate, 
could not brazenly announce the reasons for their opposition, hence 
their obstruction assumed many forms. In the end, however, when 
the public was fully informed of the motives of these men, the bill 
was brought to a vote; and once this was done, its defeat, in the 
opinion of the Nation, “was never among the possibilities.” 


” Ibid. * Needham, of. cit., p. 7211. ** Nation, March 1, 1906. 
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EUGENICAL STERILIZATION IN THE UNITED STATES 


FRANCES OSWALD 
New York City 


ABSTRACT 


The importance of heredity in the transmission of mental and physical defects has 
caused eugenists to advocate sterilization of the unfit. Although there are numerous 
operations which may render one sterile, vasectomy in the male and salpingectomy in 
the female are considered the least radical. Neither operation is considered dangerous. 
Eugenical sterilization was practiced as early as 1899 in the United States. Its prog- 
ress, however, has been slow owing to the intricacies of the law, the hostility of the 
Catholic church, and the conservatism of American public opinion. Numerous pro- 
visions have been made both by the United States and by individual states for limit- 
ing the number of degenerates in this country. There are laws providing for the 
deportation of immigrant degenerates and laws prohibiting marriage to native degen- 
erates, Segregation of the unfit is practiced by states. In spite of all these restrictions; 


degenerates still propagate freely. The state of California alone seems to have found 


a solution to the problem, namely, the combination of the plan of sterilization with 
that of segregation. 


Since the recent advances made by biologists in respect to the 
causes of mental and physical defects in the human race, with the 
consequent revelation of the great rdle played by heredity as a pro- 
ducing cause, the science of eugenics has become of vital impor- 
tance. Sir Francis Galton’s original idea of forced mating of the 
fit has been superseded by the idea of sterilizing the mentally dis- 
eased. This practical suggestion for preventing propagation by 
mental defectives has been given serious consideration by our phy- 
sicians and legislators. 

Our legislator have enacted laws, many of which have been de- 
clared unconst.cutional; our physicians have investigated methods 
of stérilization, many of which have been rejected as too radical. 

“The mechanism of human reproduction is so complex that it 
may be operated upon in the male or the female in a great number 
of different manners, any one of which will destroy or at least nul- 
lify the essential function of reproduction.’”* However, “in the case 
of individuals with undiseased sex-organs, the operations of vasec- 
tomy in the male and salpingectomy in the female are, under the 
present stage of surgical knowledge and practice, greatly to be pre- 
ferred. The reason is that they are the least radical which produce 

1 Harry H. Laughlin, Eugenical Sterilization in the U.S. (Chicago: Municipal Ref- 
erence Library Press, 1922), p. 406. 

65 


BY 
18 
~ 
i 
} 
q 
i 
i 


66 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 


permanent sterility.”* Vasectomy consists in the ligation and ex- 
cision c‘ 2 section of each of the vasa deferentia. This prevents the 
matured spermatazoa from entering the ejaculatory duct and thence 
entering into the vaginal tract. Vasectomy is a very simple opera- 
tion, which is accompanied by very little shock, and may be per- 
formed without an anesthetic, although most surgeons advise that 
it be done under local anesthesia. Its pain without anesthesia has 
been compared by men who were vasectomized to that experienced 
in the extraction of a tooth. In most of the cases reported, the prep- 
aration consisted only in a thorough cleansing of the parts with soap 
and water. The whole operation requires less than five minutes 
when performed by a skilful surgeon. “. . . . The patient may 
leave immediately. Parts may feel sore for a day or two, but the 
patient need not abstain from work. There have been no cases of 
serious post-operative complications reported from vasectomy for 
eugenical purposes.”* 

A medical man, who had voluntarily subjected himself to this 
operation, in writing of its effects says: 

The operation has proved a complete success in every way whatsoever. There 
is no sense of discomfort or uneasiness in the sexual tract, and what seems 
strangest of all to me is the fact that the semen, so far as I can judge by ordi- 
nary means of observation is undiminished in quantity and unchanged in char- 
acter. Of course, the microscope would reveal its fatal lack.* 


“Salpingectomy consists in the surgical excision of all or a por- 
tion (often ebout 34 inch) of both oviducts (Fallopian tubes).” 
However performed, whether by means of an incision in the ab- 
dominal wall or through the wall of the vagina, “salpingectomy is a 
serious operation and should be attempted only by skilled surgeons, 
under the best of modern hospital conditions.”* According to Dr. 
Margaret H. Smith, of Stockton State Hospital, a general anesthetic 
is to be preferred in the performance of the operation. Operation 
under ordinary conditions can be completed in fifteen minutes. The 
patient is usually left in bed one week. This operation, because it 
involves the use of a general anesthetic and the opening of the ab- 


Ibid., p. 407. [bid., p. 411. 


“Charles P. Bruehl, Birth Control and Eugenics, letter to Havelock Ellis quoted 
(New York: J. P. Wagner, Inc., 1928), p. 90. 


* Laughlin, of. cit., 9. 418. 
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dominal wall, is more dangerous than that of vasectomy. The edi- 
tors of the Eugenics Review affirm that no ill effects have ever re- 
sulted from the operation, whereas Dr. Joseph Mayer states that 
the mortality does not exceed 1 or 2 per cent.® 

Dr. H. C. Sharp, surgeon of the Reformatory at Jeffersonville, 
Indiana, as early as 1899 used vasectomy for eugenical purposes. 
Eight years later, in 1907, Indiana passed a statute authorizing the 
sterilization of confirmed criminals, idiots, imbeciles, and rapists. 
By January 1, 1921, eighteen legislatures (including Indiana) had 
passed sterilization laws: three of these had been vetoed by the 
governors of their respective states (Idaho, Vermont, Nebraska) 
without any subsequent action having been taken thereon; one had 
been repealed (New York) ; five had been declared unconstitution- 
al (Indiana, Oregon, Nevada, New Jersey, and Michigan); and 
nine remained untested (Washington, South Dakota, Wisconsin, 
Kansas, North Dakota, California, Connecticut, Iowa, and Nebras- 
ka). So that by January 1, 1921, there were in all nine states whose 
existing sterilization laws had not been tested in any court, although 
a previous law had been contested and upheld in the Washington 
Supreme Court. In 1927, in the case of Buck vs. Bell, the United 
States Supreme Court upheld the decision of the Court of Appeals 
of Virginia affirming the judgment of the Circuit Court of Amherst 
County and declared the sterilization law of Virginia constitutional. 
This is the first case to have been tried by the United States Su- 
preme Court. The sterilization law of Iowa came before the United 
States Supreme Court in 1917, but the law being tested had pre- 
viously been repealed (1913) and a new law (the third) substituted 
in 1915. The United States Supreme Court did not therefore pass 
on the constitutionality of a law previously revoked. As indicative 
of what may be considered as the current attitude of the United 
States Supreme Court, we quote here Mr. Justice Holmes’ remarks: 

We have seen more than once that the public welfare may call upon the best 
citizens for their lives. It would be strange if it could not call upon those who 
already sap the strength of the state for these lesser sacrifices, often not felt to 


be such by those concerned, in order to prevent our being swamped with incom- 
petence. It is better for all the world, if instead of waiting to execute degener- 


* Die unfruchtbarmachung Geisteskranker in Bonner Zeitschrift fiir Theologie und 
Seelsorge (1926). 


{ 
if: 
a 
6 
i 


68 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 


ate offspring for crime, or to let them starve for their imbecility, society can 
prevent those who are manifestly unfit from continuing their kind. The prin- 
ciple that sustains compulsory vaccination is broad enough to cover cutting the 
fallopian tubes. Three generations of imbeciles are enough” (Justice Holmes, 
in the case of Buck vs. Bell, United States Supreme Court, May 2, 1927). 


The laws of the states in which sterilization is practiced vary. 
Most of the laws agree, however, in proposing for sterilization per- 
sons by whom procreation would be undesirable and whose condi- 
tion is considered unimprovable. The desirability of procreation is 
determined by an investigation into the physical and mental condi- 
tion of the patient and a study of his heredity. Despite the vast 
amount of legislation on the subject of sterilization, its progress in 
practice has been slow. Within a period of twenty-one years (1907- 
28) only 8,515 operations have been performed. When it is remem- 
bered that 5,820 of these 8,515 operations have been performed in 
the state of California alone, it can readily be seen that the eugeni- 
cal sterilization laws on the statute books of other states are being 
applied to a very limited extent. 

The three main obstacles in the path of eugenical sterilization are 
the intricacies of the law, the antagonism of the church, and the 
conservatism of American public opinion. 

In 1913 the New Jersey Supreme Court set aside the order of the 
Board of Examiners for the sterilization of Alice Smith, an epilep- 
tic and feeble-minded inmate of the State Village for Epileptics at 
Skillman, New Jersey, whose father was feeble-minded and whose 
mother was both feeble-minded and epileptic, and declared as un- 
constitutional the sterilization law of 1911 because it denied to epi- 
leptics in state institutions the protection of the laws equal to that 
afforded the same class of unfortunates who are not institutional 
charges and thus violates Article XIV, Section I, of the Constitu- 
tion. In May, 1916, in the matter of Nora Reynolds, a mentally 
defective inmate of the Michigan Home and Training School, the 
sterilization law of Michigan was termed unconstitutional because 
it was class legislation denying equal protection of the law to in- 
mates of institutions. On May 25, 1918, the United States District 
Court of Nevada declared the Nevada law unconstitutional in that 
it provided unusual punishment and was thus contrary to the Ne- 
vada Constitution. Pearley Mickle, an epileptic guilty of rape, was 
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the subject of this case. The sterilization law of Indiana was termed 
violation of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Federal Constitution 
(1919) in that it denied due process of law to Warren Wallace 
Smith, a feeble-minded son of an epileptic. In 1921, in the case of 
Jacob Cline, Protestant religious fanatic, moral pervert, and rapist, 
the statute calling for sterilization was declared unconstitutional be- 
cause it violated that clause of Section 1 of the Fourteenth Amend- 
ment which provides that no state shall deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property without due process of law. However, the re- 
cent decision of the United States Supreme Court declaring consti- 
tutional the Virginia statute proves that laws for eugenical sterili- 
zation can be worded so as to meet with all the requirements of the 
federal and state constitutions. A clearly worded statute which ade- 
quately defines all terms used will give rise to no legal difficulties. 

The technicalities of the law are as nothing compared with the 
strength of adverse public opinion. When, in February, 1913, the 
state of Oregon passed a sterilization act, 8,275 signatures (2,000 
more than required by the Oregon law to invoke a referendum) 
were affixed to the appeal for referendum circulated by the Anti- 
Sterilization League. When this sterilization act was accordingly 
referred to the people in November, it was defeated by more than 
1,000 votes. It may be argued that the people of Oregon defeated 
this law because it recommended sterilization of habitual criminals, 
moral degenerates, and sexual perverts, thus making the law purely 
punitive. The arguments advanced by the Anti-Sterilization League 
in the course of their campaign do not, however, give any support 
to this contention. Oregon is the only state where popular disap- 
proval of sterilization has actually been recorded. There is no rea- 
son to suppose, however, that the people of other states (with the 
exception of California) are more favorably disposed toward the 
measure. 

Statutes can be worded so as not to violate the Constitution, peo- 
ple can be educated to a broader outlook, but the Catholic church 
will remain firm in its opposition to sterilization. Sterilization is 
linked, in the Catholic mind, with birth-control, divorce, and 
companionate marriage, and therefore regarded as an “unsavory 
scheme,” promoting “lust uncontrol.”” Numerous objections against 
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sterilization are offered by the church and Catholic laymen, chief 
of which are: 


1. Modern eugenical enthusiasts advocate a regulation of human breeding bor- 
rowed from the stables. 


..2...Medern schemes for racial improvement ignore the spiritual factor. 


3. The modern individual means nothing and the overwhelming idea is social 
welfare and human progress. 

4. Physiologically and morally the operation is a serious mutilation of the hu- 
man body in a most important organ. 

5. A world peopled only by the fit would gradually become a cruel world in 
which life would be impossible even for the strongest. 


These and other worthier arguments expressed by Dr. Charles 
P. Bruehl’ must be taken as representative of Catholic thought. 
They bear the “imprimatur” of Cardinal Hayes and the nihil obstat 
of Arthur J. Scanlan, censor librorum. “The Holy Office itself, 
which is a practical guide for Catholics in all moral question in any 
way dubious or controversial, has not yet pronounced any express 
decision on the morality of vasectomy.’*® While awaiting this deci- 
sion of the Holy Office, Catholics are free to apply their own intelli- 
gence. The majority seem to agree with Bruehl that it is an “un- 
savory scheme.” The progress which eugenists deplore as slow, 
they view with alarm. There are others, however, including the 
bishop of California, in whose diocese many Catholics have been 
sterilized, who offer no opposition to the plans of the eugenist. 

That there is a definite need for some sort of action to limit the 
number of degenerates has long been acknowledged by all thinking 
people. The United States has sought to make itself a nation of 
healthy animals by refusing admittance to certain classes. The 
1924 immigration law directs all American consuls to examine all 
information given on the questionnaires submitted to those desiring 
entrance to this country, and to eliminate applicants who are feeble- 
minded or whose prison record makes them undesirable. The law 
also excludes all idiots, imbeciles, feeble-minded persons, epileptics, 
persons who have had one or more attacks of insanity at any time 
previously, chronic alcoholics, paupers, professional beggars, va- 


* Bruehl, of. cit., pp. 7, 8, 9, 74, 92. 
* Rev. Thomas J. Gerrard, The Church and Eugenics (London: P.S. King & Son, 
1912). 
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grants, persons afflicted with tuberculosis in any form, or with a 
loathsome or dangerous contagious disease, persons not compre- 
hended within any of the foregoing excluded classes, who are found 
to be and are certified by the examining surgeon as being mentally 
or physically defective, etc. et ali. The law further provides for 
the deportation of aliens within five years of their arrival if they 
are found guilty of crime, or of having been of the excluded classes 
at arrival. Thus has the United States proved her faith in Herbert 
Spencer’s dictum, “To be a good animal is the first requisite to suc- 
cess in life, and to be a nation of good animals is the first condition 
to national prosperity.” 

The individual states have gone a step farther. They have en- | 
acted laws to limit the progeny of the unfit. Although these laws 
differ, the majority agree in providing that the insane, idiot, im- ~~ M 
becile, epileptic, and others of this class shall not be permitted to ~ i 
contract marriage. Most laws make it a criminal offense to abet 
such marriages in any way, whether by issuing a license, by per- 4 
forming the marriage, or by arranging for it. Although the purpose i 
of these laws is doubtless excellent, their success is questionable. i 
The mentally unsound need neither benefit of clergy nor sanction ia 
of the law to indulge in sexual intercourse. Furthermore, it must be 
remembered that even an intelligent clerk would have difficulty in 
recognizing a fellow-man or woman as unworthy of permission to j 
propagate his kind. To date, segregation has proved the best means a 
of preventing the afflicted individual from peopling the world with iZ 
his descendants. However, the plan of segregation, advocated by a 
the church and other opponents of sterilization, has many draw- | | 
backs. To be effective segregation must be permanent, at least.“ | | 
during the period of reproductive maturity; patients must not ever a 
be left unguarded. The following case, quoted from the 1924 Re- 
port of the Supervisors of the Minnesota School for the Feeble- 
minded and Colony of Epileptics, shows the necessity for constant 
supervision. 


and tested six and a half mentally. She was taken out in 1920 by her father, 
who established pregnancy in her within five days afterward. She was not re- 
turned to the institution until some time after the child was born. She came back 
with syphilis. During the seven years this girl was in the institution, froin the 


A. G. was admitted to the institution in 1913. She was then ten years of age, | if 
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age of ten to seventeen, she was sweet, clean, well mannered, and fairly indus- 
trious. At the age of nineteen, when she was back in the institution with an 
awful disease and with experience including maternity and relations with her 
father and many others, she resented giving up the life she had entered on and 
her forced return to the institution. Her disposition had changed to sullenness 
and coarseness and she exhibited a nature generally depraved. 

Not only must the patient be under constant supervision, but the 
supervision must be of a high caliber. In the case of Nora Reynolds, 
previously referred to as subject for a test case of the Michigan 
sterilization law, the night watchman not only helped her escape 
from her cottage, but was guilty of having had carnal relations with 
her. 

The state of California seeks to prevent propagation of the unfit 
by combining the plan of segregation with that of sterilization. 
Here sterilization is regarded as a privilege forcibly denied those in 
criminal institutions. Sterilization is for eugenic, never punitive, 
purposes. The operation is suggested to patients only when they are 
ready to return to the community as self-supporting individuals. 
It is then explained to the patient or to his family that he is well 
enough to leave the institution, but that he is not in a position to be- 
come a parent for economic or hereditary reasons. The opportunity 
of sterilization in the hospital with subsequent parole is offered. 
Although the law may compel sterilization, the authorities hesitate 
to use compulsion and prefer working on a voluntary basis. They 
are careful to secure the consent, usually written, of the patient if 
he is of sufficient intelligence, or of his guardian. 

After the successful performance of the operation, the patient is 
released on parole. Some, the insane, are returned to their homes; 
others, the feeble-minded capable of working, are placed with relia- 
ble employers since their relatives are usually unsuitable guardians. 
Patients who during a probationary period of two years prove their 
inability to live in a normal community are recalled to the institu- 
tion. Patients have no fear of the operation; they regard it as a 
step toward normalcy and freedom. 

Of 173 recovered patients who answered the questionnaire as to- 
how they felt about the operation, 132 claimed they were pleased, 
22 were indifferent, and 19 were dissatisfied. The institutions of 
California are careful to release no patient even for a few days un- 
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less he has been made sterile. Thus the purpose of segregation is 
not defied and the dangers concomitant with the lack of supervision 
removed. The emphasis on the operation as a eugenic measure, the 
refusal to allow sterilization for punitive purposes, and the general 
high intelligence displayed in the application of the sterilization 
law have done much to bring abe:st a spirit of co-operation between 
the community and the hospital officials, and to further the cause 
of sterilization. By January 1, 1928, 5,820 patients had been ster- 
ilized in the state of California; of these 3,232 were males and 2,588 
were females. 

Naturally the need for eugenical sterilization is based primarily 
on the belief in the hereditability of mental defects. There is a tend- 
ency, however, to discredit the réle played by heredity in the trans- 
mission of mental disease. This diminution in the réle of heredity 
in the transmission of mental disease does not in any way lessen the 
undesirability of propagation by the mentally defective, who are 
unfit socially or economically to assume the burden of parenthood. 
How is such propagation to be prevented? Segregation is not suf- 
ficient; sterilization, too, has its drawbacks. 

The irrevocability of the operation makes its cautious application 
imperative. The extended police power vested in the state would 
prove a tyrannical weapon in the hands of ignorant, unscrupulous 
politicians and authorities. Again, it is feared that sterility would 
encourage immorality and consequent spread of venereal disease. 
Finally, there is prevalent the idea that sterilization might inter- 
fere with the scientific treatment of the mentally diseased and hin- 
der the progress of the science of the mind. It is not our purpose 
here to answer these or other lesser arguments. 
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THE MEXICAN IMMIGRANT 
AND SEGREGATION 


EMORY S. BOGARDUS 
University of Southern California 


ABSTRACT 


The number of Mexican immigrants who have taken out citizenship papers is very 
small, and this is regarded as a result of segregation. The Mexican when questioned 
about this answers that Americans in Mexico do not become Mexican citizens; or he 
is expecting to return to Mexico, but he rarely does: The Mexican brings with him a 
high degree of loyalty to his native country; often the educated and prosperous 
Mexican is prevented by property-owners from owning property in the better neigh- 
borhoods; the Mexican can secure justice from the Mexican consul more easily than 
in the courts in the United States. Finally, the Mexican says even if he became a citi- 
zen Americans would still call him a dirty greaser. Segregation is an especially acute 
problem for the children in the schools. 


I. THE MEXICAN COMMUNITY 


Nearly every city in the southwestern part of the United States 
has its Mexican community. The native-born portions may range 
from descendants of families who lived in the area when the given 
region was a part of Mexico to the young children who are known 
as second-generation Mexicans. Irrespective of these diversities, 
a significant observation is the relative uniformity with which a 
Mexican community may be found as an integral or adjacent part, 
not only of every American city or town in the Southwest, but of 
the rural districts as well. 

Often the Mexican community is the original part of the Ameri- 
can city. It may have a history extending back a century or more; 
it may have stood still as a small Mexican village for decades; and 
then in the latter part of the nineteenth century, or more recently, 
have become a center of settlement by American immigrants from 
the Middle West or from the eastern sections of the United States. 
Differences in the history of the settlement of the two groups and 
in culture traits are pronounced and significant; they account for 
many of the current conflict problems. 

In S. A., a city of 25,000, there is first of all the typical Mexican 
community located “beyond the railroad tracks.” This is relatively 
large, static, unsanitary. “Beyond the railroad tracks” means a 
part of town where living conditions are naturally the least desir- 
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able and the poorest. The lowest levels of Mexican immigrant cul- 
ture are found here. An important sidelight is thrown upon this 
situation by the following observation of a Mexican who feels some- 
what deeply on the matter. “Why did the Mexicans come to this 
part of town? Because it was low and swampy, and not good, and 
that is where the Americans want the Mexicans to go—to the places 
where the Americans will not go themselves. The rents also have 
something to do with the situation.” Nearly every city of size in the 
Southwest has an area such as the one referred to here. It is an area 
of first settlement, which sooner or later becomes the parent of éreas 
of second, and even third, settlements. 

In S. A. there is an area of second and one of second and third 
settlement combined. The process of moving out from the area of 
first settlement is most interesting. The area of second settlement 
in S. A. was established in part by members of the younger genera- 
tion residing in the first-settlement region. They grew dissatisfied 
with the environment and sought a better district in the opposite 
side of town. Newly married Mexican couples were not content to 
live “beyond the tracks.” They have settled in a much better part 
of town and have become so well established there that Mexicans 
from this district together with Mexicans from the first are starting 
a third Mexican district. 

But who are the Mexicans that leave the old district? In the main 
they represent families who can afford to live in better houses and 
pay higher rents. These invade the American community, where 
they can get larger yards, gas, electric lights, and inside plumbing, 
and where the streets are paved. They are persons who have de- 
veloped the desire to live in the type of houses that Americans live 
in, and in American neighborhoods, if possible. Some of these young 
married couples want to buy a home like Americans have, pref- 
erably a stucco one, for are not “all Americans moving into stucco 
houses?” 

As rents become cheaper in some American quarters, there is a 
tendency for the more wide-awake Mexicans to break intoan Amer- 
ican community. “Lower rents in American sections and the de- 
sire to put the children into schools with American children have 
been responsible for much of the shifting in population.” Sometimes 
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there is a wholesale migration, due to the activities of subdividers. 
American real estate men have been active in promoting such plans. 


2. SEGREGATION 


Both the urban and rural Mexican immigrant communities are 
segregated from American communities. This segregation is partly 
spatial and partly psycho-social. One of the self-evident results of 
segregation is the failure of the Mexican immigrant to become an 
American citizen. It is in this connection that illustrative materials 
may be presented for the study of the segregation problem. 

Although there are two million or more Mexicans in the United 
States, and although many have been in the country many years, 
the number who have taken out citizenship papers is almost negli- 
gible. After those who were born in this country are eliminated, the 
percentage is still very low. In 1927 only 112 Mexicans became 
citizens, while in 1926 the number was but 78. In the Belvedere 
Gardens Mexican community in southern California, where there 
are 40,000 or more Mexicans, the total number of registered voters 
in 1928 was about 250. Many of these belonged to other races. 
Hence the general impression is supported by the facts—the Mexi- 
can immigrant is not becoming naturalized. 

When this situation is charged against the Mexican and to his 
lack of appreciation of American opportunities, he is likely to refer 
to the situation in Mexico, where there are many Americans who 
have lived in that country for many years and who show no higher 
rate of becoming citizens in Mexico than Mexicans do here. It is 
claimed that the American in Mexico is profiting by oil and other 
resources of Mexico but refuses to become a Mexican citizen, and 
that therefore the Mexicans in our country are simply following 
the example of Americans. in Mexico. It is also pointed out that 
Mexicans feel that Mexico is in some ways superior to the United 
States and that the culture of our people is not wholly superior to 
that of Mexico. 

An important attitude is expressed by those Americans who 
claim that since the Mexican immigrants are enjoying the advan- 
tages of living in the United States they should become citizens 
and assume their full responsibility for the problems of the coun- 
try. Since large sums of money are spent that their children may 
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have an education in this land, since public health aid is theirs, and 
since many of them are the recipients of assistance, it is asserted 
that they should put their shoulder to the wheel of American life. 
It is also claimed that the Americans in Mexico who live there many 
years and who profit greatly should become citizens in their adopt- 
ed country. 

Mexicans sometimes state that they are expecting to return to 
Mexico, and hence cannot be asked to become citizens here. While 
it is true that large numbers of those who come are definitely ex- 
pecting to return, and while many who are here have at least the 
vague hope of returning to their native land some day, it neverthe- 
less is a fact that large numbers do not return and are actually 
making no effort toward that end. It is also true that some who go 
back to Mexico are dissatisfied with the home country after having 
lived for a time in the United States, and come again to this coun- 
try, but even then they do not seek citizenship here. 

Another important issue is the fact that the Mexicans who mi- 
grate bring with them a high degree of loyalty to their native coun- 
try. They have deep and abiding feelings of loyalty. They are of 
Latin temperament, and their feelings and emotions are not easily 
changed. They appreciate the advantages of living in the United 
States, but after all there are certain things that stand out in their 
reactions to life which make their loyalty to Mexico an abiding 
thing. In other words, they are not unlike certain other immigrants 
who become naturalized in this country with considerable reluc- 
tance. The Englishman, for example, finds it difficult to swear away 
his allegiance to the king of Great Britain and to the Union Jack, 
and so the humblest of Mexicans experiences powerful inhibitions. 
His loyalty to Mexico is not to be treated lightly; it cannot be 
changed by preaching to him or by the fist of any governmental 
authority. Americanization as it is sometimes proclaimed does him 
more harm than good. | 

Still another factor must be mentioned, or at least illustrated. 
Two educated Mexican immigrants arranged with a real estate 
man in L. to purchase two lots and then paid five hundred dollars 
down. They were a fine type and wished to improve their living 
conditions, but as soon as the neighbors learned of the deal they at 
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once protested against the Mexicans, and by threats caused the 
real estate man to cancel the deal and return the payment to the 
Mexicans. Can you speak today to these educated Mexicans about 
becoming citizens? Their adverse reactions can be anticipated in 
view of their experience. In another case a Mexican business man 
of worthy traits rented a home in the better part of the city of L. 
but shortly after he moved in he was threatened. He owned a Buick 
and was a man of means, but was forced to give up his home, and 
as a result can you speak to him about becoming an American 
citizen? 

By remaining a citizen of Mexico and by calling on the Mexican 
consul for assistance the Mexican immigrant often can secure jus- 
tice, whereas if he becomes an American citizen, he feels helpless. 
He does not understand our courts and is not able to secure as ade- 
quate a hearing as if he remains a Mexican citizen. His situation is 
somewhat like that of the American in Mexico who, when something 
goes wrong, can call upon the United States to protect, whereas if 
he became a Mexican he might still be treated as an American and 
would not have the United States to support him. 

Mexicans report that they do not want to become citizens, for 
they would be laughed at by their fellows. By becoming citizens 
they would admit to their fellow-Mexicans that they liked the 
United States better than Mexico. Their closest friends are among 
Mexicans and not Americans, and hence they are influenced most: 
by the reactions of Mexicans. One Mexican puts the matter lucidly, 
when he says: “What is the use? They will call me a dirty greaser 
anyway.” 

The problem boils itself down to this. First, many Mexicans are 
in the United States and continue to live here many years without 
making any effort toward becoming citizens. Second, people who 
live in a country continuously and reap many of its benefits, both 
socially and economically, ought to bear some of the responsibili- 
ties of citizenship. Third, the Mexican’comes in with an abiding 
loyalty to Mexico. Fourth, when some of his number become citi- 
zens they find that they are still treated as “greasers,” and that as 
a result they are laughed at by their fellows. When they try to im- 
prove their status here, they are the victims of threats and get the 
impression that they are not wanted as equals but only as laborers. 
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- Both the second-generation and foreign-born Mexican pupils 
feel the effects of segregation. There is, of course, considerable 
natural segregation due to the fact that Mexicans live in colonies. 
Because of low economic status, they congregate in the less desir- 
able and low sections of a city, beyond the railroad tracks, and in 
other places where average Americans will not live. Natural bar- 
riers set them off from the rest of the urban population, and the 
public school that is set up becomes distinctly a Mexican school. A 
great deal of complaint comes from numerous sources that the edu- 
cational facilities afforded the Mexican children are much inferior 
to those afforded American children, even in the same city. The 
buildings and the equipment are often old and dilapidated. When 
new buildings are constructed, it often happens that the Mexican 
districts are the last to be favored. The teachers in the Mexican 
schools, however, are in general sympathetic, patient, and encour- 
aging. Often they are highly sacrificial and work overtime without 
extra pay in behalf of their friends, the Mexicans. Often they are 
maintaining neighborhood or settlement schools. But, even so, they 
will report that the Mexican children are greatly handicapped in 
comparison with the average American child. 

In many Southern California communities the question of defi- 
nitely segregating Mexican children in schools of their own has 
been urged by Americans. Fear that American children will “catch 
diseases” from Mexican children who come from unhygienic condi- 
tions at home is often expressed, although this danger is probably 
not as great as it is often supposed to be. Mexican parents have 
remonstrated against deliberate segregation, because of the un- 
favorable reflections which such action casts upon their race. 

In the non-segregated schools the Mexican children are often 
at a disadvantage. They arrive at school age with little or no knowl- 
edge of English, and hence do poorly until they learn English. They 
thus fall behind and become discouraged before they have a chance 
to show what they can do. They do not show up well in classes be- 
side American children who have better home conditions, and more 
parental help and stimulation. Sooner or later they cease to try and 
drop out of school. They are victims of conditions which normally 
lead to mental conflicts and inferiority complexes. 

In the segregated schools Mexican children experience no such 


e 
e 
t 
n 
n 
. a 
k 
d 
n 
n 
is 
1g 
if 
or 
1S 
1e 
1g 
= 
y; 
er 
re 
ut 
ho i 
th 
li- | 
ng 
ti- 
as 
m- 
he 
| 


80 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 


invidious comparisons. They compete against other Mexican chil- 
dren, with far better results ensuing. Even Mexican parents who 
have been opposed to segregation have been converted to its mer- 
its. For the first five grades, segregation is advocated by many stu- 
dents of the problem on the ground that the children make better 
progress and have a chance in that time period to learn the English 
language, and thus to compete with American children more fairly 
than would be the case on an earlier grade-level. They acquire a 
confidence in their own abilities, which helps them to go ahead 
creditably with American children after the fifth grade, until other 
difficulties arise. In regard to segregation, the Mexicans are like 
the rest of the human race. They do not like to be segregated when 
segregation means a lower status; they prefer it when it means a 
higher status. 
SUMMARY 

After giving a brief background in terms of the Mexican immi- 
grant community, only one sociological problem has been taken up 
here, namely, that of segregation. The discussion shows that this 
segregation is due partly to differences in culture traits and partly 


- to differences in human attitudes. Americans as a class still treat 


Mexican immigrants as laborers and not as full-fledged human be- 
ings and potential citizens. Segregation means increased misunder- 
standing and social distance, no modification of the cultures of 
either of the segregated groups, and possible conflicts. 
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professional Jewish Relief Societies in Cleveland Dealing with Problems in 
the Family.” 1930. Western Reserve, School of Applied Social Sciences. 

Carl Julius Stuebel, Ph.B. Chicago, 1929. “A Comparative Study of Japanese, 
German, and Italian Emigration Problems.” 1931. Chicago, Graduate 
School of Social Service Administration. 
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Martha Stull, B.S. Drake, 1928. “Analysis of Leisure Time Activities of Ado- 
lescent Girls in the University Neighborhood Centers District.” 1930. 
Western Reserve, School of Applied Social Sciences. 

Thomas Lester Swander, A.B. Earlham, 1927. “Sociological Data in Family 
Case Records.” 1930. Kansas. 

Juliet D. Switzer, A.B. Iowa, 1928. “Quantitative and Qualitative Differences 
in the Reporting of News Stories in Five Metropolitan Papers: A Study in 
the Source of Public Opinion.” 1930. Jowa. 

Chester A. Taft, A.B. Stanford, 1925. “Certain Social Aspects of Aerial Trans- 
portation.” 1930. Southern California. 

Nell Snow Talbot, Ph.B. Chicago, 1925. “A Measurement of Some of the 
Factors in the Presidential Election of 1928 and a Comparison of Party 
Solidarity in Urban and Rural Counties.” 1930. Chicago. 

Frances Thilo, A.B. Southern California, 1925. “A Sociological Analysis of 
Dramas of Henrik Ibsen.” 1930. Southern California. 

Burton Peter Thom, M.D. Maryland. “Medical Aspects: Boys’ Club Study.” 
1931. New York University School of Education. 

Vance Errett Thomas, A.B. Cotner, 1929. “A Study of Racial and Nationality 
Distance Evidenced in Lincoln, Nebraska.” 1931. Nebraska. 

Arthur H. Thompson, A.B. Detroit Teachers College, 1927. “Effect of Broken 
Homes on the Scholarship and Socialization of Intermediate School Stu- 
dents.” 1932. Michigan State College. 

Henry E. Thomson, A.B. Washington, 1928. “The Houseboat: An Ecological 
Study of an Urban Rim-Population.” 1930. Washington. 

Pauline Thrower, A.B. Oklahoma, 1928. “Laws of Oklahoma with Reference to 
the Parent-Child Relationship.” 1930. Chicago, Graduate School of Social 
Service Administration. 

Bernice Bohlman Toole, A.B. Syracuse, 1924. “International Efforts To Sup- 
press the Traffic in Women and Children.” 1930. Columbia. 

Theodore H. Townsend, B.S. Cornell University, 1917. “Social Change in a 
Rural Community, Waterville, New York.” 1930. Cornell. 

Philip B. Trupin, B.S. New York University, 1926. “One Phase of Workers 
Education.” 1930. New York University School of Education. 

Constance Tyler, A.B. Smith, 1929. “A Study of 184 Families Receiving 
Mothers’ Aid from the Boston Department of Public Welfare, 1923-29.” 
1930. Simmons, School of Social Work. 

Andrea Uleberg, B.S. Minnesota, 1928. “The Administration of the Chicago 
State Hospital for the Insane.” 1930. Chicago, Graduate School of Social 
Service Administration. 

Gertrude Vaile, A.B. Vassar, 1900. “Some Problems of Family Social Work in 
Rural Communities.” 1930. North Carolina. 

Dorothea Varntz, A.B. Butler, 1925. “The Treatment by a Family Case Worker 
of Families in Which There Is Physical Disability.” 1930. Western Re- 
serve, School of Applied Social Sciences. 

Harriet Wahlgren, A.B. Minnesota, 1926. “Definition of Custody as It Applied 
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to Children Adjudicated Dependent or Neglected by the Hennepin County 
District Court.” 1930. Minnesota. 

Gayle Courtney Walker, A.B. Nebraska, 1924. “The Country Weekly News- 
paper in Nebraska: A Sociological Analysis of Content and Influence.” 
1930. Nebraska. 

Thomas “Avery Wallace, A.B. John Fletcher, 1923; B.D. Drew, 1925. “The 
Municipal Playground, a Factor in Juvenile Delinquency.” 1930. New 
York University, Graduate School. 

Edith M. Wallgren, A.B. Minnesota, 1929. “Social Factors Delaying Treatment 
of Cancer.” 1930. Minnesota. 

Marian Ward, A.B. Colorado College, 1921. “English Experience with Unem- 
ployment Insurance for Young Persons.” 1931. Chicago, Graduate School of 
Social Service Administration. 

Wilhelmena Amy Warner, A.B. Chicago, 1927. “Indiana State School for the 
Deaf.” 1930. Chicago, Graduate School of Social Service Administration. 
Paul L. Warnshuis, A.B. Washington and Jefferson, 1917. “The Mexican and 
Crime in Illinois.” 1930. Chicago, Graduate School of Social Service Ad- 

ministration. 

Chester R. Wasson, A.B. Pittsburgh, 1929. “The Standard of Living of a Local 
Farm Community.” 1931. Oberlin. 

Mark Hanna Watkins, B.S. Prairie View State. “Terms of Relationship in Mid- 
dle America.” 1930. Chicago. 

Harold J. Welch, B.Litt. Columbia, 1925. “The Attitude of the Press of New 
York City toward Immigration.” 1930. Columbia. 


' C. Hale Wellman, Jr., B.A. Carleton, 1928. “Juvenile Delinquency.” 1930. 


Chicago. 

Franz Wertgen, German Gymnasium, Hamburg. “A Preliminary Inquiry into 
the Factors Conditioning Vocational Choices of High School Students.” 
1930. Oregon. 

Myrtle Wiggins, A.B. Fisk, 1923. “Vocational Guidance in Club Programs with 
Special Reference to Negro Girls and Their Jobs.” 1930. Western Reserve, 
School of Applied Social Sciences. 

Ernestine L. Wilke, B.A. Wisconsin, 1929. “Unemployment as a Factor in the 
Dependency of 1,000 Clients Aided by the Boston Department of Public 
Welfare, 1923-29.” 1930. Simmons, School of Social Work. 

James B. Wilkinson, B.S. Detroit Teachers College, 1925. ‘Relation of Health 
to Achievement of Intermediate School Students.” 1030. Michigan State 
College. 

Lois M. Williams, A.B. Reed, 1916. “Building the Social Self through Recrea- 
tional Group Experience.” 1930. Northwestern. 

W. W. Willson, A.B. Iowa State Teachers, 1921. “The Legal Status of Eugenic 
Legislation in the United States.” 1930. Jowa. 

Nellie Lucile Winslow, A.B. California at Los Angeles, 1925. “The Social Ad- 
justment of the Choreic Child.” 1930. Columbia. 
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Albert Emil Wolf, A.B. Nebraska, 1907. “How Young Men, 18-24 Inclusive, 
out of School and Unmarried, Spend Their Time.” 1930. Nebraska. 

George M. D. Wolfe, A.B. Clark. “The ‘Bintel Brief’ as an Immigrant Institu- 
tion and as a Source for the Study of Immigrant Adjustment.” 1931. New 
York University School of Education. 

Harriette Wood, A.B. Central Michigan, 1922. “Four Southeastern Counties 
of Kentucky as a Culture Area.” 1930. North Carolina. 

Helen Griffin Woolbert, A.B. Reed, 1927. “Social Philosophy as a Function of 
Father-Son Relationship.” 1930. Chicago. 

Richard Latham Woolbert, A.B. Illinois, 1927. “Social Effects of the Radio.” 
1930. Chicago. 

Doris Worrell, A.B. Southern California, 1927. “A Study of Leisure Time Hab- 
its of Selected Adolescent Delinquent Girls in Los Angeles County.” 1930. 
Southern California. 

Noel E. Wray, A.B. Sterling, 1929. “A Study of Ten Delinquent Boys.” 1930. 
Kansas. 

Audrey Wright, A.B. Oberlin, 1927. “A Study of the Unmarried Mother.” 
1930. Chicago. 

Edwin D. Wright, A.B. Oberlin, 1919. “Educational and Work History of Stu- 
dents at the Chicago Y.M.C.A. College.” 1930. sana Graduate School of 
Social Service Administration. 

Ina V. Young, A.B. Trinity (Duke University). “Problems of the Small Town 
in North Carolina.” 1930. North Carolina. 

Margaret Stoker Young, A.B. Southwest Texas State Teachers, 1928. “Social 
Efficiency of the Texas Small Town Community with Respect to Young 
People.” 1930. Texas. 

Helen Lorraine Younggren, A.B. Lawrence, 1923. “A Case Study of a Child 
Caring Institution under Protestant Auspices.” 1930. Chicago, Graduate 
School of Social Service Administration. 

Pae-Tsi Yuan, A.B. Michigan State College, 1929. ““Women Engaged in Pro- 
fessional Service: A Statistical Analysis.” 1930. Michigan State College. 
Else T. Zahn, A.B. Texas, 1925. “Peculiar Problems in the Socialization of the 

Deaf.” 1930. Texas. 

Bertha M. Zahren, Ph.B. Chicago, 1927. “Auto or Tourist Camps as an Insti- 
tution.” 1930. Chicago. 

Oliver Zendt, B.A. Manchester, 1924. “Clericalism.” 1930. Wisconsin. . 

Robert M. Zingg, A.B. Colorado, 1929. “The Place of American Plants in 
Philippine Culture.” 1930. Chicago. 

Miriam Ziony, A.B. Adelphi, 1920. “A Survey of Child Study Work in a Par- 
ents Association.” 1930. New York University School of Education. 
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CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS 


THE 1929 CENSUS OF CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS: 
REPORTS RECEIVED TO DECEMBER 31, 1929 


The returns from the American Sociological Society 1929 census were published in 
this Journal, Volume XXXV, Number 3 (November, 1929). The supplementary re- 
ports received to the end of the year are here presented. The work has been done by 
Dorothy Hankins, under the direction of Professor Hornell Hart. 


HUMAN NATURE AND PERSONALITY 


190. The growth of reason. Frank Lorimer, Columbia University. A study of the 
réle of language in the growth of the structure of the human mind. 


Attitudes, Sentiments, and Motives 


191. A comparison of behavior as expressing a given social attitude with self- 
rating of that attitude. Wendell Dysinger, University of Iowa. An attitude scale for 
self-ratings has been developed and used. Then, unknown to the subjects, these ratings 
have been checked with actual behavior. There was negligible correlation between 
behavior and rating. 

192. Changes in the attitude of college students. Dorothy Rehm, Colorado Col- 
lege. All students in one class in Colorado College were given the Hornell Hart “Per- 
sonnel Assayer” test as entering Freshmen in September, 1925. The same students 
were given the same test before the middle of the Senior year, in January, 1929. The 
results of the two tests were compared, and changes in attitudes as revealed by the 
scorings were measured statistically. The tests of the two series were scored on the 
basis of the three types, integrator, defier, and pretender, and on the basis of attitude 
interest in internationalism, economic justice, personal success, as suggested by Hornell 
Hart, in University of lowa Studies in Child Welfare, Volume II, Number 4, “A Test 
of Social Attitudes and Interests.” 


THE FAMILY 


Natural History of the Family and Psychology of Sex 


193. The Negro family in Chicago. E. Franklin Frazier, University of Chicago. 
Development of the family tradition among Negroes from printed sources and case- 
studies; analysis of statistics on the Negro family in Chicago, using illegitimacy, di- 
vorce, desertion, and juvenile delinquency as indices in relation to social classes and 
the ecological distribution of the Negro population; and an analysis of the social proc- 


esses involved. 
Modern Family and Its Problems 


194. The psychology and mental hygiene of widowhood, as revealed through a 
study of fifteen cases of fatherless families. Mary A. Fritz, 4687 Oakwood Avenue, 
Los Angeles, California. The fifteen cases were studied according to an outline in 
which the main topics were: introductory statement, family backgrounds, personal 
history of the widow, economic background of the family, socio-psychological factors 
in the family life. These factors were summed up as possible liabilities and assets in 
re-adjustment in the case of widowhood. 

195. The work of married women in business and the professions. C. G. Wood- 
house, North Carolina College. A study of six hundred married college graduates who 
have worked after marriage; occupation, husband’s occupation; earnings of wife, of 
husband; training; reasons for working; number of children, dependents, type of 
housekeeping and details of management; effects of community opinion on family. 
Institute of Women’s Relations Bulletin No. 2 (fall, 1929). 
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196. erp and the family in Hawaii. Romanzo Adams, University of Hawaii. 
A statistical study by race, showing interracial marriage and divorce. A study of fam- 
ily customs and local conditions as throwing light on family disorganization and re- 
organization and on the behavior of all groups in relation to each other. 

197. Types of farm families and effects of 4-H clubwork on family relations. 
R. G. Foster, Ithaca, New York. A study of eighty farm families by personal inter- 
views and case-history records, and the analysis of these records to show soci 
types of families. 


CONFLICT AND ACCOMMODATION GROUPS 
Classes and Class Struggle 


198, Culture contact and the struggle for status. Maurice T. Price, University of 
Washington. The author believes that the recent hypothesis of “a race relations cycle” 
obscures the fact that conflict is frequently between groups of different cultures or 
races in which there is no economic competition. Data already presented in his Chris- 
tian Missions and Oriental Civilizations, plus personal and documentary evidence, in- 
dicate the rise of conflict through diminishing of status or non-economic security. 

199. A case study in Chinese—foreign conflict and public opinion. Idem. An 
analysis (with educational, economic, political, and international background) of the 
Shanghai Riot of May 30, 1925, and its aftermath—the incident hailed as marking the 
beginning of the “Nationalist Movement in China.” Court and inquiry evidence has 
already been analyzed, and the press and private reports have been collected. 


Nationalities and Races 


200. The Filipino Immigrant and his problems in the United States. Emory S. 
Bogardus, University of Southern California. Study concerns the “invasion” of the 
United States by the Filipino; the propaganda now being conducted against them by 
the American Federation of Labor, the legislation proposed in the United States Con- 
gress for excluding them, and problems relative to marriage, family life, and citizen- 
ship in the United States. The different types of reactions of various groups of Amer- 
icans to Filipinos also receive attention. Social case analysis is used. 

201. The relation of ethnic research to social practice. (Mrs.) Bessie B. Wessel, 
Connecticut College. Deductions from a series of researches previously reported. Re- 
port drafted. 

202. The Russian colony in Los Angeles and vicinity (those who have come as 
refugees of the Bolshevik Revolution)—a study in culture conflict. George M. Day, 
Occidental College. The purpose is to discover processes involved in culture conflict 


and how this conflict has affected the economic and social occupational and religious 
status of the members. 


POPULATION AND TERRITORIAL GROUPS 
Human Ecology and Human Geography 


203. Comparative analysis of the ecological distribution of the Negro population 
of Kansas City, Kansas, and Kansas City, Missouri. Esther B. Hamlett, University 
of Kansas. Attempts to discover the distribution of the Negro population, the com- 
petitive and conflict processes involved in the distribution of this population, and to 
what extent the Negro-white conflict and co-operative attitudes have influenced and 
are influencing the organization of the Negro community. A study of the types of or- 
ganizations, location, and the work done by them will be made to ascertain the dis- 
ov of the population, while more detailed study will be given to the other 
problems. 

204. The nationalities of Woonsocket, Rhode Island. (Mrs.) Bessie B. Wessel, 
Connecticut College. A survey of the public-school population. Report drafted; pub- 
lication assured. 

205. The ethnic derivation of old Americans. Jdem. A study of the origins of 
Old Americans (native stock) in Woonsocket and Providence, Rhode Island. 
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206. The ethnic survey. Jdem. Involves the use of census methods which in 
themselves give so-called “national origins”—or, better, geographic and ethnic deriva- 
tion of the entire population. 

207. A study of a sample immigrant group in Canada. C. H. Young, Y.M.C.A., 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. The Ukrainians are selected for study because they have both 
urban and rural settlements, as well as first, second, and third generations in Canada. 
The purpose is to test the main hypotheses of the process of settlement and assimila- 
tion with reference to Canada. 

208. An ecological approach to the study of community disorganization in Hono- 
lulu. Andrew W. Lind, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, T.H. The actual field work 
has been confined to the city of _.onolulu, although the general patterns discovered 
might apply to any immigrant community. Spot maps of dependency, juvenile delin- 
quency, suicide, and vice cases, showing race, sex, and character of offense, provide the 
basis for the principal generalizations. Cases of joint delinquency were subjected to 
special analysis. The investigator was interested primarily in the factor of race as it 
bears upon community disorganization. 


Rural Community 


209. High school and college education in relation to agriculture and other oc- 
cupations. Eben Mumford, Michigan State College. A study of 4,817 high-school 
graduates from eleven Michigan high schools located in villages and towns which are 
primarily centers of agricultural regions. One-half of the students were from farms 
and the other from villages and towns. Fifty-three per cent of these high-school 
graduates received some schooling beyond the high school and about 20 per cent are 
college graduates. The period covered is from 1870 to 1925. Among the factors con- 
sidered are: percentage of those farming and their scholarship as compared to those 
following other occupations; percentage remaining in community where they were 
graduated and the distribution of the remainder. 

210. The standard of living of farm families in relation to farm income, farm 
ractices, types of farming, and community advantages. Idem. About 6co farm 
amilies distributed among the following types of farming in Michigan, general farm- 

ing, dairying, fruit- and potato-growing, will be studied. A score card for standard 
of living and for farm practices is used. In making the score card, twenty specialists 
in the various lines included were consulted. At this time data have been collected on 
both standard of living and farm practices in two general farming areas, from 82 
families ; in one dairy area, from 67 families; and in one potato area, from 19 families. 


211. Nationality groups in Michigan with reference to their contributions to 
agriculture and rural life. Idem. The purpose has been: (1) To find the variation 
in the age, sex, and nationality composition of population in various areas of Michigan 
as given in the United States Census. (2) To study the waves of population move- 
ments into the state, locations of settlements and regions they migrated from as a 
foundation for understanding the customs, institutions, and organizations of the peo- 
ple of different communities. (3) To study the present nationality and religious 
settlements of Michigan by counties and by communities and their relation to the pre- 
vailing type of agriculture or industry and to education, recreation, and farm organi- 
zation. 


212. Services of institutions and organizations in town-country communities. 
Idem. A record and analysis of all meetings definitely announced and held in ten 
communities during a period of twelve months. The population of the communities 
varied from approximately 1,100 to 10,000. More than two hundred local residents 
co-operated with the Department of Sociology in securing the data. Records for a 
total of 12,860 meetings were secured. % 


213. Rural community organizations in Michigan. Idem. Eighteen town-country 
communities have been studied in relation to the following factors: size and popula- 
tion of community; number and kinds of organizations, date organized or re-organ- 
ized, purposes, membership in relation to numbers, sex, age, residence on farm or in 
town, restrictions; officership as to age, occupation, residence in country or town; pe- 
riod of officeholding, meetings (regular and special), time and place of meetings and 
their attendance, character of programs, finances, services to the community, and re- 
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lations to other organizations in the community and in the county and state. Data 
were secured by interviewing the secretaries of organizations and other well-informed 
persons, by consultation of records and programs, and from the files of newspaners. 


214. Contacts i in a rural community. Henry J. Burt, University of Missouri. The 
purpose is to discover, in one rural community, for a period of three months, the 
nature, frequency, distribution, and cost of contacts. The detailed purpose includes a 
determination of the number of contacts of each type; the contact-producing power 
of each area within the community, including the village and twelve school districts ; 
the contact consumption of each area; the contact-producing power of organizations; 
the contacts experienced outside the community; the distance traveled for contacts; 
and the relation of contacts to such factors as age, property ownership, sex, location, 
condition of roads, and population density. 


215. Four-H Club work in West Virginia. T. L. Harris, West Virginia University. 
A functional study of 340 clubs in 39 counties, supplemented by a case study of one 
county and of one club. Personal interviews by field workers and schedules. 


216. An analysis of various types of rural community organizations in North 
Carolina. Carl C. Taylor, North Carolina State College. A study of the origin, de- 
velopment, structure, and functioning of different types of community organizations 
in order to discover the factors and principles involved in the successful organization 
and operation of local community groups; the causes of failure of such projects; and 
the specific measurable accomplishments of each type and each individual organization. 


217. The social .ad economic effect, occurring as a result of the marked lowering 
of land values, on a group of farm families who purchased farm lands at or near the 
peak prices. W. D. Nicholls, University of Kentucky. The purpose is to discover the 
results on the farm families ‘who purchased, during 1918-20, land at high prices on a 
one-fourth and one-third cash payment plan, and various contracts for future pay- 
ments, and who as payments became due were confronted with a sudden and severe 
drop in the income from the farm and also in the sale value of the land; to study also 
the economic and social effects on the present owners of these farms and upon new 
farm-owners and their families, and the effect of the lowering of the land values upon 
the tenant farmers on these same lands. 


218. The amount and purposes of the expenditures and total incomes of groups 
of farm families. Idem. Data are to be collected from farmers and farm home-makers 
from book accounts in all cases feasible, and by the survey method when book records 
are not available. The project is to be initiated with the families of farmers with 
whom the Department of Farm Economics of the University of Kentucky is keeping 
farm business records. 


219. A study of rural community areas in New York State. Dwight Sanderson, 
Cornell University. In several counties, by personal survey of farm homes and by 
questionnaires, data have been secured as to the village and city centers with which 
they associate. A study has been made of the economic and social service agencies of 
each village center. 


220. A survey of rural adult education. John D. Willard, 31 Lincoln Avenue, Am- 
herst, Massachusetts. Information concerning rural adult education activities of libra- 
ries, public school systems, the Smith-Lever extension services, and general extension 
divisions of universities and colleges is being secured by correspondence. Significant 
pieces of work by typical organizations or agencies are being visited for more personal 
observation, in order that procedures and results can be compared. 


COLLECTIVE BEHAVIOR AND SOCIAL CONTROL 


221. Sociological analysis of politics. Kisaburo Kawabe, 483 Koenji, Tokyo- 
Shigai, Japan. In Japanese. 


Discussions, Public Opinion, the Press 


222. A study of newspaper material concerning whites and orientals in contact 
in California and its relation to developing racial attitudes. Charles N. Reynolds, 
Stanford University. Typical papers have been selected and all the news content, of 
significance to the problem for periods of importance in the developing stages of race 
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relations, has been evaluated and illustrative material has been copied and filed. The 
quantity and quality distribution of the news is considered in cause and effet rela- 
tionship with changing racial attitudes. In addition, a less exhaustive study of the 
news record for the whole period of Chinese residence in America, is being made. 

223. The relation of the Swedish-American newspaper to the assimilation of 
Swedish-Americans. A. F. Schersten, 1000 Thirty-eighth Street, Rock Island, Illinois. 
Nature, indices, and agencies of assimilation; historical and cultural background of 
Swedish immigrants; the Swedes in America; the relation of the leading Swedish- 
American newspaper to assimilation; comparison of two Swedish-American groups 
in respect to assimilation, one group consisting of readers of this paper and another 
group having no readers of a Swedish-American paper. 

224. A statistical study of the foreign-news content of American newspapers. 
Julian L. Woodward, Cornell University. An analysis of a sample of eighteen issues 
each of forty American morning daily newspapers to ascertain the average amount 
and the percentage of foreign news printed per issue. The study follows in general the 
method of M. M. Willey in The Country Newspaper. 


Leadership 


225. The psychology of the Protestant missionary as a propagandist. Maurice 
T. Price, University of Washington. Biographical data gathered from missionaries in 
various parts of the world are chiefly employed. Emphasis lies on the descriptive treat- 
ment and definition of characteristic attitudes. 


226. Psychology of the Western-educated and the Western-returned student in 
the Orient as a cultural hybrid. Idem. Biographical records, letters to newspapers, 
articles and books, information on movements started, use of Who’s Who in China, 
etc. The study is to include leaders in the Near and Far East and India (or in China 
alone) who, having imbibed Western ideas, are restively seeking to establish reform 
and revolution in their countries. 


Recreations, Celebrations, Festivals 


227. The amount and use of leisure time of farm, town, and city families. Eben 
Mumford, Michigan State College. The project includes 200 farm families distributed 
among three rural communities; 250 town families from three different towns; 300 
families from a medium-sized city; and 700 families from a large city. The leisure 
time was divided into three general classes, that at home, away from home, and in 
formal organizations. The following are some of the main types of leisure time stud- 
ied: reading, listening to phonograph and radio, visiting evenings and Sundays; auto- 
mobile drives and trips, attending sociables, playing of musical instruments and games, 
singing, attending movies, fairs, and auction sales, camping, hunting, and fishing. The 
information was obtained by experienced field-workers who interviewed each family, 
using a carefully prepared schedule. 


Educational Sociology 


228. A study of one-teacher schools in Texas. Annie Webb Blanton, University, 
Austin, Texas. The purpose is to determine the mental, social, and educational status 
of pupils in one-teacher schools in several counties in each part of Texas. Each child 
studied will be matched with one of the same age and sex in an unselected group in 
esc de schools. The studies are made in the schools and not by the questionnaire 
met. 3 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS, INSTITUTIONS, AND CULTURE 


229. Service agencies in rural and urban areas in Michigan. Eben Mumford, 
Michigan State College. A consideration of service agencies or living advantages that 
involve the combined effort of many persons. It is proposed, first, to ascertain, in so 
far as possible, the availability of certain services in the field of health, education, and 
communication, to the people of Michigan; second, to compare the availability of 
these services in rural and urban sections of the state; and, third, to point out certain 
fundamental considerations which seem pertinent to the problem of extending services 
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to rural districts when it appears necessary or advisable to do so. The method is pri- 
marily statistical. Data are secured from reports of state departments, the United 
States Census, and commercial directories. 


230. Socializing influences of organizations in relation to rural peo Idem. 
The purpose has been to find the influence that membership in one type of organiza- 
tion has upon membership in other types of organizations; the relation of age, sex, 
education, occupation, religion, nationality, and marital condition to membership i in 
organizations ; the relation of officeholding in an organization to membership in other 
organizations; the relation of socializing factors to farm incomes. 


Social Change and Social Evolution 


231. Social Change in the Hyderabad State in India. Amer Ali, Cornell Univer- 
sity. The Hyderabad State is a large territory in tropical India inhabited mainly by 
Hindu people and ruled over by a Mohammedan king. The study consists of an 
analysis of the social structure that has been built up by the mingling of its hetero- 
geneous peoples and the slow but sure disorganization that is going on at present owing 
to increasing communication and influence from the West. Maladjustment and social 
problems arising from it, such as poverty, disease, religious conflict, are dealt with, 
and the adequacy of the existing agencies of adjustment is analyzed. 


232. Culture change in a Low-German rural settlement in Champaign County, 
Illinois. Faye E. Corner, 807 West Green Street, Urbana, Illinois. The object is to 
trace the culture changes in process at present in this community, which has main- 
tained its group character since its settlement in 1868. The settlement now embraces 
four generations, and until the period just after the war had maintained the old pri- 
mary group character, with distinct folkways, mores, and institutions. Maps and 
county records have been consulted and the writer, who was once a teacher in this 
district, has been able to use the personai visit in securing much information. 


233. Orientation in the nature, present réle, and function of education in China. 
Maurice T. Price, University of Washington. An analysis of new and old culture 
traits (indigenous and alien) in modern Western education in China. (1) Native 
traits to be gleaned from the history of Chinese education and civilization. (2) Alien 
traits to be gleaned from the writer’s experience in educational work in China, contact 
with publications, etc.; curriculums; administration ; position of teachers; institution- 
al organization; the student, his conduct, non-curricular activities ; and psychology. 


SOCIAL PROBLEMS AND SOCIAL PATHOLOGY 


Crime and Delinquency 


234. Organized crime. John Landesco, Northwestern Law School. Historical re- 
search using all available archives; graphic, statistical, and analytical methods. A 
report on the indeterminate sentence and parole has been published. 

235. Factors entering into the success or failure of Minnesota men on parole. 
George B. Vold, University of Minnesota. A study of 542 state prison (Stillwater) 
and 650 state reformatory (St. Cloud) parole records much after the plan of the IIli- 
nois study by Burgess. A distinctive feature is the attempt to get a measure of reli- 
ability or consistency in the use of such subjective classifications as “Social Type,” 
“Previous Work Habits,” etc. Two procedures were followed: author’s recheck of 
= cases and independent check of 63 cases by another investigator using his classi- 

cations. 

236. Relation of playgrounds, church programs, and juvenile delinquency in 
certain sections of Indianopolis. Alva W. Taylor, Vanderbilt University. Records of 
juvenile court in relation to playground methods and of church programs for youth. 

237. Indices and factors making for success or failure of juvenile delinquents 
on probation. Pauline V. Young, University of Southern California. Factors consid- 
ered are: type of home training, social type of delinquent, type of neighborhood, type 
of family life, economic status of family, nationality, previous institutional record of 


child, school record, work record, type of delinquency, I.Q., health, etc. Statistical 
and case methods are used. 
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SOCIAL ADJUSTMENTS AND SOCIAL AGENCIES 


Community Work—Social Work with Groups 


238. A study of social center work in Texas schools. Annie Webb Blanton, Uni- 
versity of Texas. Questionnaires have been sent to 253 counties and to about 1,000 
independent school districts. The questionnaire calls for information on the types of 
social center work and extension work done in the public schools, and the extent of 
the work. Results are to be compared with two similar studies made by the writer in 
1923 and 1926. 

Community-Planning and Administration of Social Agencies 

239. The community and social welfare. Cecil C. North, Ohio State University. 
Interviews with social workers in sixteen of the larger American cities and critical 
analysis of reports and studies made by social welfare agencies. 


Church and Local Community 


240. The relation of the town and country church as a social institution to com- 
munity activities in the Lansing Area (Michigan). Eben Mumford, Michigan State 
College. The purpose has been to determine the present status of the town and coun- 
try church as a social institution, expressed through equipment, membership, finance, 
program, pastoral leadership, community service; to discover the trend of develop- 
ment of the territorial unit in religious service; to determine the relation of church 
groups and membership in such groups to rural socialization as indicated by member- 
ship and leadership in other organizations, and by the influence of church groups upon 
the standard of life and recreational activities. 

241. The réle of the church in rural community life in Virginia. C. Horace Ham- 
ilton and W. E. Garnett, Blacksburg, Virginia. Based on an sean of United States 
Census of Religious Bodies, 1926: county and city data were made available by a spe- 
cial tabulation by the Census Bureau for the Experiment Station. Church and Sun- 
day-school membership were correlated with such factors as: Negro percentage in 
the population, farm tenantry, percentage population living on farms, population 
density, etc. The distribution of ministers was studied in a similar manner. Other 
sources of data and methodology include: questionnaires to rural ministers, Sunday- 
school teachers, and leaders of young people’s religious organizations; a “Biblical and 
Ethical Attitude Test” to 2,000 high-school and college students; case-studies of com- 
munities in ten different counties of the state; and use of denominational reports. 


TEACHING AND RESEARCH IN SOCIOLOGY 


242. The preparedness of students in sociology. What shall we teach? (Mrs.) 
Bessie B. Wessel, Connecticut College. A study of the response of students to tests 
given during the ‘first assembly of class. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


Notes of interest to readers of the Journal should be in the hands of the editor of 
“News and Notes” not later than the first of the month preceding publication. 


Membership of the American Sociological Society—The new members 
received into the Society since the March issue and up to May 1 areas :ol- 
lows: 

Additon, Henrietta, American Social Hygiene Assn., 370 Seventh Ave., 

New York 
Anspach, Dean C. L., Ashland College, Ashland, Ohio 
Austin, Anne L., 3740 John R St., Detroit, Mich. 

Barlow, Frances, Newcomb College, New Oriente, La. 

Barnes, Rev. C. Rankin, 1325 Monterey Rd., South Pasadena, Calif. 
Baughman, George, 47 West Blvd., Columbia, Mo. 

Berbano, Marcus P., 615 S. Alexandxta Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Bernstein, Ruth Z., 65 Central Park West, New York 

Bizer, Rev. C. C., 804 S. Chicago Ave., Freeport, Ill. 

Bowers, Raymond V., 554 Orchard Lane, Winnetka, III. 

Brown, George M., 221 Ave. B, Snohomish, Wash. 

Burdell, Edwin S., Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 

Butterfield, Oliver McKinley, 113 N. Baltimore Ave., Monterey Park, 

Calif. 

Callcott, Mrs. Mary Stevenson, 21 Claremont Ave., New York 
Carlson, William H., University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, N.D. 
Chalkley, Lyman, R.F.D. No. 2, Lexington, Ky. 

Childs, Benjamin G., Duke University, Durham, N.C. 

Cleland, Wendell, 436 Grand Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Corradini, Robert Everett, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 

Costin, John-Bazil, 837 W. 36th Place, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Deardorff, Neva R., 175 Macdougal St., New York 

Durby, Burton H., 1461 Wesley Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 

Ehrlich, Maxwell, 288 Hart Ave., West Brighton, S.I., New York 
Eklund, Edwin G., 1613 S. Lincoln Ave., Springfield, Ill. 

Exner, Max J., 676 Riverside Drive, New York 

Fitzroy, E. M., Indiana State Teachers College Library, Terre Haute, Ind. 
Foose, Frank C., Jr., 377 W. Onondaga Si., Syracuse, N.Y. 
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Frampton, Merle E., 93 Ossipee Rd., West Somerville, Mass. 

Frankel, Emil, 2 Whittlesey Rd., Trenton, N.J. 

Frayser, Mary E., Winthrop College, Rock Hill, S.C. 

Fuller, Hugh N., P.O. Box 738, University, Va. 

Fuller, Raymond G., New York State Committee on Mental Hygiene of 
the State Charities Aid Association, 105 E. 22d St., New York 

Gaona, Francisco L., Y.M.C.A. College, 5315 Drexel Ave:, Chicago 

Gerard, Margaret B., 158 Maple St., New Haven, Conn. 

Gray, Wayne Twinem, 114 S. Orchard St., Madison, Wis. 

Guignard, Claire, 5727 Kenwood Ave., Chicago 

Habecker, Viola A., 1317 Alamitas St., Monrovia, Calif. 

Hall, Martha Haygood, 5727 Kenwood Ave., Chicago 

Hicks, William Norwood, State College Station, Raleigh, N.C. 

Hopper, Mary Johns, R.F.D. No. 1, North Wales, Pa. 

Jordan, Mrs. Glenn M., 908 Sixth Ave., S.E., Aberdeen, S.D. 

Kuebler, Grace Ruth, 2 W. Sunbury St., Shamokin, Pa. 

Kutak, Robert I., 943 John Jay Hall, Columbia University, New York 

Lacount, Bernice Katherine, 38 Langdon St., Cambridge, Mass. 

McClenahan, Bessie A., University of Southern California, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 

McGinty, Alice L., 6341 Normal Blvd., Chicago 

Martin, Robert Hewitt, 675 Delaware Ave., Milwaukee, Wis. 

Mason, E. Browning, Brenau College, Gainesville, Ga. 

Mead, Bennet, 1203 W. Fayette St., Baltimore, Md. 

Moore, Harry H., Committee on the Cost of Medical Care, 910 17th St., 
Washington, D.C. 

Muerman, John Charles, 1311 N. Sixth St., Durant, Okla. 

Muntz, Earl E., 1 Park Ave., West Orange, N.J. 

Murray, Mrs. Emma G., Howard University, Washington, D.C. 

Nathan, Winfred B., 55 W. 129th St., New York 

Overton, Everett A., 4119 Davis Ave., Sioux City, lowa 

Penrose, Agnes M., 68 S. Swan St., Albany, N.Y. 

Powell, Burwell, B., College Park, Md. 

Powell, Florence L., Y.W.C.A., Lima, Ohio 

Pritchett, Henry tacien, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Tex. 

Reichert, Irving F., 1950 Andrews Ave., New York 

Rich, Margaret E., 130 E. 22d St., New York 

Roberts, Elizabeth, 1759 B Ave., E., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Roberts, Mrs. W. A., Room 302, 1418 Eye St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 

Robinson, Frances S., Ridgemore, Lake Forest, IIl. 

Robinson, Roy E., 10 W. Arizona, Detroit, Mich. 
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Ross, John E., University Station, Tucson, Ariz. ' 
Salter, Mrs. Alice B., 637 S. 8th St., E., Cedar Rapids, lowa 
Salton, Harold G., 1841 84th St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Sasaki, Ai, Care of Y.W.C.A., Muromachi Demizu, Kyoto City, Japan a 
Scherer, M. Elizabeth, Russell Sage College, Troy, N.Y. } 
Schumacher, Raymond I., 219 Linden Ave., Ithaca, N.Y. 
Scott, Nell, 535 Fulton Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. | 
Seitz, William Clinton, Bexley Hall, Gambier, Ohio 
Shalloo, Jeremiah P., Logan Hall, University of Pennsylvania, Philadel- oe 
phia, Pa. ‘ 


Sherrill, Lewis J., 109 E. Broadway, Louisville, Ky. Tl 
Skelton, Louisa Elizabeth, 25 Maurice Ave., Elmhurst, L.I., N.Y. a 
Steely, Fred, 363 W. rroth St., New York 
Strom, Carl R., Durham, N.H. i 
Thilo, Frances, 2025 Virginia Rd., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Thomas, E. Bruce, 308 Killegarry Apt., Upper Darby, Pa. 
Timmons, Benjamin Finley, 604 S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IIl. 
Tomlinson, Aubrey Strathmore, Crozer Seminary, Chester, Pa. r 
Treudley, Mary Bosworth, Horton House, Wellesley, Mass. b 
Vaughan, David D., 16 Kent Square, Brookline, Mass. ts 
Vinal, Ella L., Y.W.C. A., Worcester, Mass. a 
Wasson, Chester R., 140 N. Main St., Oberlin, Ohio \ 

i 


Weintroub, Benjamin, 916 Addison St., Chicago 

White, H. F., Georgia State College for Women, Milledgeville, Ga. 

Willey, Harold C. C., Box 27, Berkeley Springs, W.Va. 

Winter, Rose Mary, 87 Bent St., North Sydney, N.S.W., Australia 

Witmer, Helen L., School of Social Work, Smith College, Northampton, 
Mass. 

Woese, Bernice M., 148 E. Lafayette Ave., Syracuse, N.Y. 

Worthley, Herbert M., Winthrop, Me. 

Young, Rev. Ezra Porter, P.O. Box 75, Adana, Turkey 

Zacharakopoulos, Demos N., 1230 Amsterdam Ave., New York i 

Zehring, Rev. J. William, Mountville, Lancaster County, Pa. mn 


American Council of Learned Societies —The twelfth meeting of the A 
Council was held at the Harvard Club in New York City, January 31 and rH | 
February 1, 1930. The sixth conference of secretaries of constituent so- on 
cieties was held at the same place on the day preceding, the secretaries p | 
remaining as guests of the Council at the following sessions. As a first (i 


order of business the American Anthropological Society was admitted to 
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membership, and Professor Franz Boas, one of the two delegates tenta- 
tively selected in anticipation of this action, was immediately seated. 

The work of the Council has become so diverse and far-reaching within 
a brief span of years that it has probably not been followed closely, or 
even understood as to functions and scope, by a majority of the members 
of any of the participating organizations. It seems desirable, therefore, to 
introduce a short explanation and a few statistics at this point. The 
A.C.L.S_ is now composed of two delegates each from eighteen American 
societies devoted to humanistic studies. Among these is the American So- 
ciological Society. It is estimated that through the thirty-six delegates, 
approximately 25,000 American scholars are represented. The Council 
itself is a member of the Union Académique Internationale, representing 
at present the collective interests of scholars in nineteen nations; and the 
Council selects the representatives from the United States in the Union. 
Because of the organization at about the same time of several councils of 
American societies of scientists and scholars, questions of jurisdiction have 
had very practical importance. Potential duplication of activities has ex- 
isted, in particular, between the A.C.L.S. and the Social Science Research 
Council. Five associations, including the American Sociological Society, 
are members of both councils. Overlapping has been prevented by the de- 
vice of joint committees, functioning both as to general policy and with 
respect to particular projects. 

While the current research interests of American sociologists are prob- 
ably more closely represented by the S.S.R.C. than by the A.C.L.S., the 
latter has displayed greater concern with the collection, preservation, and 
bibliographic organization of historical, archaeological, ethnographical, 
and biographical source material, the ultimate value of which for sociolo- 
gists, as for all social scientists, is beyond estimate. Some of these enter- 
prises, like the Dictionary of American Biography, have become widely 
known. The Council’s budget as approved for the year 1930 includes ap- 
propriations in excess of $170,000 for administration, for fellowships and 
grants-in-aid, and for continuation of projects already under way. It in- 
cludes appropriations of $17,500 for new projects to be undertaken for the 
first time during the current year, the obligations concerning which will 
extend in some cases for a number of years to come. 

Forty-six items of business were on the Council agenda. The present 
brief report can do little more than mention a few which seem of particu- 
lar interest to sociologists. In several of these, practical international co- 
operation for scholarship is seen to be a reality. Thus, the Council has 
made available funds for a survey of materials relating to customary law 
in the Philippine Islands, under the direction of a Dutch scholar, Dr. 
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Frederik David Holleman, of the School of Higher Legal Studies of Ba- 
tavia. The work is in connection with the Dictionary of Indonesian Cus- 
tomary Law, prepared under the auspices of the Union Académique In- 
ternationale by the Royal Academy of Amsterdam. Dr. Holleman’s work 
will be sponsored by a committee headed by Judge Malcolm, an American 
jurist in the Philippines. 

A vast amount of unpublished materials is on hand with respect to the 
rapidly disappearing native languages of North America, some 250 in 
number. They are of immense importance for the development of the sci- 
ence of linguistics. The Council has taken steps looking toward the estab- 
lishment of a Linguistic Institute for the Study of Native American Lan- 
guages, and is in addition assisting with the problems of publication. 

Perhaps the most ambitious enterprise in which the Council has yet be- 
come interested is that for a Linguistic Atlas (including phonographic rec- 
ords) of the United States and Canada. According to the plan, all varia- 
tions peculiar to localities, social groups, the various generations, and the 
different stocks will be recorded. The committee notes: 

Such studies will not only be of significance to the historian of language, but 
also to the historian of migrations and to the social history of the population. 
Recent compilations have made available extensive collections of statistics indi- 
cating world migrations of peoples. But the currents thus indicated are abruptly 
lost when they reach the shores of America. The earlier internal migrations 
cannot be traced statistically, but it is precisely these movements that dug the 
channels followed by later currents. The proposed linguistic studies will record 
some of the most persistent traits of a group of people and the graphic presenta- 
tion of their geographical distribution will trace routes that can be reconstructed 
from no positive historical knowledge. These recorded modifications in speech 
will in themselves reveal many phases of cultural evolution, and the delineation 
of routes will throw light on historical problems of economic development, social 
adjustments and even the political allegiance of certain sections. 


The task is urgent because of the rapid standardization which our lan- 
guage is undergoing. The Council has approved an experimental investi- 
gation over a limited area which will serve to develop the methodology of 
such a study. : 

Readers interested in further details concerning the Council’s work are 
advised to address the Permanent Secretary, 907 Fifteenth Street, Wash- 
ington. Bulletin No. 12, procurable for twenty-five cents, is comprehen- 
sive and informative.—Reported by Stuart A. RIcE. 


Chinese Sociological Society—About one hundred persons from all 
parts of China attended a meeting at Shanghai in February at which the 
Chinese Sociological Society was organized. The purpose of this society is 
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to organize the Chinese sociological world for the study of sociological the- 
ories, social problems, and principles of social administration. It will pub- 
lish a quarterly as a part of its work. The following officers were elected: 
Dr. P. W. Sun, National Central University, president; Dr. Leonard Hsu, 
Yenching University, vice-president; Dr. Ching Chao Wu, University of 
Nanking, secretary; Dr. Charles C. L. Wu, Great China University, 
treasurer. The next meeting will be held in February, 1931, at Nanking, 
and the central topic for discussion will be population problems. The So- 
ciety will welcome any suggestions from American scholars in sociology. 


Conference of Social Science Teachers——On April 18 and 19 a confer- 
ence on the teaching of undergraduate courses in the social sciences was 
held at Northwestern University. One hundred and thirty-one instructors 
in economics, history, philosophy, political science, psychology, sociology, 
and anthropology were in attendance, representing fifty-six colleges in the 
Middle West. 

The first general session, on the morning of the eighteenth, was devoted 
to a consideration of the general orientation course in the social sciences. 
Professor Charles W. Coulter of Ohio Wesleyan University presided. In 
the afternoon the conference met in five round tables to discuss the intro- 
ductory course in each of the social sciences. The questions to which par- 
ticular attention was directed were (1) What should the introductory 
course be? (2) What should it contain? (3) What is the best method of 
teaching it? The round tables and their leaders were: economics, Pro- 
fessor Edwin S. Todd, of Miami University; history, Professor Paul L. 
Haworth, of Butler College; philosophy and psychology, Professor Mar- 
tin L. Reymert, of Wittenberg College; political science, Professor Karl 
F. Geiser, of Oberlin College; sociology, Professor Newell L. Sims. The 
members of the conference were the guests of Northwestern University at 
a dinner in the evening, at which Dean James A. James presided and Dr. 
Alvin S. Johnson spoke on the making of the new Encyclopedia of the 
Social Sciences. The session on the morning of the nineteenth was held in 
Lincoln Hall in the Law Building on the McKinlock Campus. The subject 
for discussion was: What constitutes a minimum college program in the 
social sciences? Professor John A. Lapp of Marquette University was the 
presiding officer. 


Eastern Sociological Conference.—A conference of forty sociologists 
from eastern colleges and universities was held May 3 and 4, 1930, at 
Brown University. Three preliminary meetings were organized. Dr. R. E. 
Baber, of New York University, read a paper at the first meeting on the 
“Introductory Course in Sociology.” At a dinner meeting where organiza- 
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tion and future plans were discussed, Dr. Manuel C. Elmer, of the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh, was the principal speaker. Dr. Payne and Dr. Snedden 
addressed the third meeting of the Conference on the general topic “The 
Sociological Offering,” consisting of an analysis of other than introductory 
courses in sociology. The following officers were elected: president, F. H. 
Hankins; vice-president, C. G. Dittmer; secretary-treasurer, H. A. 
Phelps; Executive Committee: H. P. Fairchild, P. A. Sorokin, M. C. El- 
mer. The Conference has been invited to hold its next sessions at Yale 
University. 


The Institute of Pacific Relations —The third conference of the Insti- 
tute met at Kyoto, Japan, October 28 to November 9, 1929, with 218 
persons participating. The members were not official delegates of govern- 
ments but represented various interests and a large geographical distribu- 
tion. The Institute carries on a continuous program of research and pub- 
lication of information in addition to the biennial conferences. The pur- 
pose of the conference was to discuss problems affecting the relations of 
countries bordering on the Pacific Ocean, to disclose points of view of in- 
fluential groups in that region, to stimulate investigation and disseminate 
information. No effort was made to pass resolutions or reach conclusions. 
The agenda of the Kyoto conference was headed “The Machine Age and 
Traditional Culture.” Specific questions discussed were industrialization 
in China and Japan, the factors favoring and hindering it, and the proba- 
ble economic consequence; the tendencies of population and food supply, 
the possibilities of more intensive agriculture, further industrialization, 
migration, and birth control. More immediate political problems were 
also discussed, including extraterritoriality in China and Manchuria and 
diplomatic relations of the Pacific. The fourth conference will be held in 
China in 1931. 


Institute of Research Workers in Rural Sociology.—Under the auspices 
of the Committee on Research in Rural Social Organization under the 
Purnell Act of the American Association of Land-Grant Colleges, an In- 
stitute of Research Workers in Rural Sociology was held at Washington, 
D.C., for five days immediately following the meetings of the American 
Sociological Society. The Institute was in charge of a subcommittee com- 
posed of Dr. C. J. Galpin, chairman; Dr. Dwight Sanderson, secretary; 
and Dr. C. C. Taylor. The meetings were held in the conference room of 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, United States Department of Ag- 
riculture, with a total registration of seventy-five representing twenty- 
five states and various bureaus of the United States Department of Ag- 
riculture. The Institute centered its attention upon the study of methods 
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in research in the fields of rural population, standard of living, and rural 
organization. Two of the more important projects were presented by re- 
search workers in each of these fields and mimeographed statements of all 
projects being conducted at the land-grant colleges were furnished to all 
present. Population projects were presented by Professor C. E. Lively, 
Ohio State University; Dr. B. L. Melvin, Cornell University; and the dis- 
cussion was led by Dr. W. S. Thompson, Scripps Foundation, Miami Uni- 
versity. Standard of living projects were presented by Dr. C. C. Zimmer- 
man, University of Minnesota, and Professor W. A. Anderson, North 
Carolina State College. Projects on “Rural Organization” were presented 
by Professor J. H. Kolb, University of Wisconsin, and Dr. Dwight San- 
derson, Cornell University. In addition to these projects the “Case 
Method in Sociological Research” was presented by Dr. E. W. Burgess of 
the University of Chicago and was discussed by Dr. Stuart A. Rice of the 
University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Rice also gave an address on “Methods 
of Studying Social Attitudes,” and this was discussed by Professor Gordon 
W. Allport, of Dartmouth College. Committees on all five of these main 
topics were appointed by the Institute and brought in reports concerning 
them. Members of the staff of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and 
of the Bureau of the Census also contributed very largely to the success 
of the Institute. These included addresses by Dr. O. E. Baker on “Meth- 
ods of Social Description in Population Problems by Increases and De- 
creases’; Dr. Leon Truesdell, “Differences between a Sample Survey of 
Population and the United States Census of Population’; Dr. W. C. 
Smith, “Methods of Determining Birth Rates and Death-Rates”; Dr. 
Mordecai Ezekiel, “Methodology of a Study of Personality and the Sta- 
tistical Analysis Involved.” Valuable presentations of graphic methods 
and photographic processes were presented by the chiefs of those sections 
of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, and a valuable discussion on 
the use of the tabulating machine was given by Dr. T. B. Manny. 

At the dinner on Wednesday evening, addresses were made by Dr. 
A. F. Woods, director of scientific research, United States Department of 
Agriculture, Dr. Walter H. Evans, chief of the office Experiment Stations, 
and other officials of the United States Department of Agriculture. 

The discussions at the Institute revealed a very distinct advance in the 
methods of research being employed during the last three years and the 
extent to which more exact methods of research are being employed. 


International Prison Commission —The Internationai Prison Commis- 
sion was created in 1871 and includes representatives from twenty-five 
countries. One of the duties of the Commission is to hold International 
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Prison congresses every five years; the tenth of these congresses will be 
held in Prague, Czecho-Slovakia, from August 25 to August 30, 1930. 

The program has been completed and will deal with such questions as 
Prevention of Crime, Unification of the Fundamental Principles of Penal 
Law in the Different Countries, the Indeterminate Sentence, the Payment 
of Prisoners, Recreation of Prisoners, Professional and Scientific Training 
of the Prison Staff, Cellular Confinement, the Necessity of Knowing the 
Antecedents of Defendants, Probation and Its Organization as between 
Different Countries, International Co-operation for the Study of Changes 
in the Movement of Crime and Their Causes, Children’s Courts and Their 
Auxiliary Service, the Best Treatment of Juvenile Delinquents. Detailed 
information will be supplied by Mrs. H. Otto Wittpenn, American Com- 
missioner to the International Prison Commission, No. 1 Newark Street, 
Hoboken, New Jersey. 


Policyholders Service Bureau.—The findings of a survey to determine 
causes and remedial measures for the high accident records of certain 
trainmen in its employ, made by the Cleveland Railway Company in co- 
operation with the Safety Service of the Policyholders Service Bureau, 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, have been published as a report 
entitled The Accident-Prone Employee. A limited number of copies are 
available for distribution and may be obtained by addressing the Policy- 
holders Service Bureau at 1 Madison Avenue, New York City. 


Southwestern Political and Social Science Association —The Sociology 
Section of the Association held its annual meeting in Dallas, Texas, April 
18 and 19, 1930. Three papers centering on the theme, “Population,” 
were presented at the first session by William C. Smith, Texas Christian 
University, M. S. Handman, University of Texas, and R. M. Wood, Sam 
Houston State Teachers College. The afternoon session was held at the 
headquarters of the Dallas Civic Federation upon the invitation of Mr. 
Elmer Scott, following a complimentary luncheon also held at the Fed- 
eration. A round table discussion on the subject of teaching sociology was 
led by T. C. McCormick, East Central (Oklahoma) State Teachers Col- 
lege, Carl M. Rosenquist, University of Texas, and J. W. Marrs, Univer- 
sity of Oklahoma. At the concluding session the following papers were 
read: “Some Aspects and Characteristics of Social Movements,” D. E. 
Proctor, Baylor University; “Monotony,”’ Walter T. Watson; and 
“Schools of Sociology,” L. L. Bernard, Washington University. W. P. 
Meroney, of Baylor University, served as chairman, assisted by W. E. 
Gettys of the University of Texas. Carl M. Rosenquist of the University 
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of Texas and William C. Smith of Texas Christian University were elected 
chairman and secretary, respectively, for the coming year. 


Welfare Council of New York City.—A health inventory of New York 
City, which has been under way for more this two years by the Research 
Bureau of the Welfare Council, has been completed. The report, a 400- 
page volume, which analyzes the work of the 300 or more health organi- 
zations of the city, was prepared by Dr. Michael M. Davis, who, on the 
completion of this study, was called to Chicago to become Director of 
Medical Services for the Julius Rosenwald Foundation, and Mary C. Jar- 
rett, formerly chief of social service at the Boston Psychopathic Hospital. 
The inventory was made with the advice of a committee of medical and 
public health authorities under the chairmanship of Dr. Haven Emerson, 
of the Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons, and with 
the general supervision of a committee of social science authorities under 
the chairmanship of Porter R. Lee, director of the New York School of 
Social Work. 


Bryn Mawr College.—Dr. Eleanor Lansing Dulles, who has been giving 
the courses and seminaries in Industrial Relations, is resigning at the close 
of the current year. Dr. Dulles has received a grant from the Bureau of In- 
ternational Research of Harvard University and Radcliffe College to study 
certain aspects of the reparation problem, and the Bank for International 
Settlements. She plans to be abroad for two years. Dr. Dulles’ position 
will be taken by Dr. Mildred Fairchild. 

Dr. Hornell Hart has been granted sabbatical leave for the year 1930- 
31, and will spend most of the year in study in London. His courses will 
be given by Dr. Mary Phlegar Smith, who for three years has been research 
associate at the University of North Carolina, and a member of the Uni- 
versity’s Institute for Research in Social Science. 


University of Buffalo—Dr. Karl W. Bigelow, tutor in sociology at Har- 
vard University, has accepted a joint appointment in economics and so- 
ciology. Dr. Bigelow will offer courses in “Theories and Programs of So- 
cial Reconstruction” and in “Population.” 

Dr. Nathaniel Cantor, who has been appointed assistant professor of 
social science, is giving courses in sociology and psychology and acting as 
Executive Secretary of the required Freshman course in social science. 

Professor Niles Carpenter has returned aiter a year and a half with 
the Committee on the Cost of Medical Care, Washington, D.C. His study 
of Hospital Service for Persons of Moderate Means is in press, an abstract 
having already been published. Professor Carpenter has been given a 
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grant from the Milbank Memorial Fund of New York City, which will be 
used for the collecting of data on differential birth-rates in the Buffalo 
area, to be utilized jointly by the Department of Sociology at the Uni- 
versity of Buffalo and by the Milbank Memorial Fund. 

Asistant Professor Leslie A. White spent the summer of 1929 in a tour 
of Soviet Russia. 

Pre-clinical courses in social service and professional training courses 
in this field are being developed. Courses in “Social Pathology,” “Child 
Welfare,” and “Social Case Work” are being offered by Mr. David Ad*e, 
Executive Secretary of the Buffalo Council of Social Agencies, Mr. David 
Falconer, Executive Secretary of the Children’s Aid Society of Buffalo, 
and Miss Mable Beery, Educational Secretary of the Charity Organiza- 
tion Society of Buffalo. 


University of California.—Professor James H. S. Bossard, of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, is giving two courses in the department of eco- 
nomics in the summer quarter. 


University of Chicago.——Professor E. H. Sutherland, who for the past 
year has been on the staff of the Bureau of Social Hygiene in New York, 
has been appointed research professor of sociology, to begin residence in 
October, 1930. He will devote himself to research in criminology. Pro- 
fessor Sutherland will also be the Director of the Behavior Research Fund 
which works in collaboration with the Institute of Juvenile Research. 

Professor E. W. Burgess during the summer quarter is making a visit 
to Russia. 


University of Colorado.—Dr. W. E. Gettys, head of the department of 
sociology at the University of Texas, will teach here in the second term 
of the summer session. 


University of Kansas—-Thomas Y. Crowell Company has recently 
published a revision of Dr. Amos Griswold Warner’s American Charities. 
The book is divided into three parts. Part I, by Stuart A. Queen, gives 
the reader a perspective of social work; Part II is Mr. Warner’s descrip- 
tion of American charities in the nineties; and Part III, on which Dr. 
Queen and Ernest B. Harper, of Kalamazoo College, collaborated, is an 
account of American social work ten years after the World War. 


Lewis Institute —Heinrich Herman Maurer, who was head of the de- 
partment of history and economics, died on March 28, 1930. Dr. Maur- 
er’s training was primarily in history, but his interest in sociology had 
been growing stronger in recent years. Readers of this Journal will recall 
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the very able articles on the sociology of Lutheranism which were held in 
type with the expectation that Dr. Maurer would eventually make them 
into a volume. Of recent years his interest was growing in the sociology of 
law, and he was expecting to publish in this field also. Dr. Maurer was 
born in Wiirttemberg, Germany, in 1882. He studied history and the his- 
tory of art at the University of Rome. He came to America in 1905 and 
received his M.A. degree from the University of Wisconsin in 1910, and 
his Ph.D. degree from the University of Chicago in 1913. His death at the 
age of forty-eight removes from our company a man of thorough scholar- 
ship and rare promise. 


University of Michigan.—The following new courses are being given 
this year or are planned for next: Social Change, Assistant Professor L. J. 
Carr; Urban Sociology, Mr. Joseph Cohen. 

Mr. Marshal Levy, A.M., who is doing graduate work in the depart- 
ment on a fellowship this year will be an instructor beginning next fall. 

Professor Walter A. Terpenning, of Western State Teachers College, is 
teaching in the summer session. He has spent the last year in Europe 
studying rural conditions. 


University of Minnesota.—George B. Vold, instructor in the depart- 
ment of sociology, has been appointed assistant professor for the academic 
year 1930-31. 


University of Missouri—Professor Howard E. Jensen, Ph.D., Univer- 
sity of Chicago in 1920, has been named to succeed Professor Charles A. 
Ellwood as chairman of the department of sociology. Professor Ellwood 
who will take his chair in Duke University next September, was honored at 
a dinner on May 13 in recognition of his services during the thirty years he 
has been associated with the University. 

Professor C. Terence Pihlblad, now associate professor of sociology of 
Wittenberg College, has been elected associate professor of sociology. 
Professor Pihlblad took his Doctor’s degree in sociology and economics in 
the University of Missouri in 1925. 

Mr. J. P. McKinsey, now assistant instructor in sociology at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, has been elected an instructor in sociology. Mr. Mc- 
Kinsey took his master’s degree in sociology here in 1928. 

The Cokesbury Press announce a new collaborated volume on Behav- 
iorism—A Battle Line, to which Professor Charles A. Ellwood has con- 
tributed a chapter on “The Uses and Limitations of Behaviorism in the So- 
cial Sciences.” 
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University of Pennsylvania——Dr. Donald Young has been elected as- 
sociate editor of the Annals of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science. 


University of Pittsburgh.—Professor Harold A. Phelps, of Brown Uni- 
versity, is teaching in the Department of Sociology during the summer 
session. 

Mr. Philip E. Keller, assistant in the Department of Social and Political 
Science at Brown University, has joined Dr. G. A. Lundberg as statistician 
in the Bureau of Social Research. 


Smith College School for Social W ork.—The School announces a quar- 
terly publication, The Smith College Studies in Social Work, the first 
number of which will appear about October 1, i930. In this it is planned 
to publish the results of clinical and social investigations carried on by the 
students in the fulfillment of the requirements for the degree. These stud- 
ies will be revised by the editors in consultation with members of the staffs 
of the hospitals, clinics, or social agencies from whose records the material 
was collected. Professor Everett Kimball, the Director of the School, and 
Dr. Helen Leland Witmer, the Director of Research, will act as editors. 
The subscription price will be two dollars a year. 


University of Texas——During the second term of the summer session 
Dr. William C. Smith, Texas Christian University, will offer courses in 
“Social Control” and “Advanced Social Theory.” 


University 0} Washington.—Professor Ellsworth Faris, Chairman of 
the Department of Sociology at the University of Chicago, is offering 
courses in the sunimer session. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


The twenty-fifth annual meeting of the Society will be held in Cleve- 
land, December 29-31, together with the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, American Anthropological Association, American 
Economic Association, American Political Science Association, American 
Statistical Association, and the American Association for Labor Legisla- 
tion. President Howard W. Odum, who is completing the organization of 
the program around the general topic “Cultural Conflict,’’ asks members 
of the Society who did not receive a blank for the census of research now in 
progress to write to Dr. Hornell Hart, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, 
Pa. Dr. James E. Cutler, Western Reserve University, is chairman of the 
committee on local arrangements. Headquarters: Hollenden Hotel. 
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Religion as Man’s Completion: A Socio-religious Study. By Ru- 
DOLPH M. BINDER. New York: Harper Bros., 1927. Pp. 411. 
Religion and the Commonweal: An Analysis of the Social Economy 
of Religion. By Herpert MayNarp D1AmMonp. New York: 
Harper Bros., 1928. Pp. xx-++-305. $2.00. 

The Social Sources of Denominationalism. By H. RicHarp NIkg- 
BUHR. New York: Henry Holt & Co. Pp. viii+-294. 


Religion may be a matter of gradual revelation, but “it implies a his- 
torical process which can be studied like any other process.” After this 
concession to the scientific point of view, Professor Binder draws the line: 
religion is sui generis, not like other processes after all. However, it will 
give up its secrets to Nacherleben, a procedure which in the case of the 
author must be described as affective and aesthetic evaluation. Since his 
values partake of the nature of antecedent being, the resulting knowledge 
about “Religion as Man’s Completion” is perfect (as Professor Dewey 
puts it) “in the degree in which it grasps or beholds without change some- 
thing previously complete in itself.” That “Religion is the wish of man 
for completion,” that it is his desire “to come into full harmony with the 
ultimate cause,” has been asserted by a number of great thinkers as far 
back as St. Augustine. Unfortunately, the process between religion and 
man’s other four wishes does not become clearer, even in the present 
book. It may have been one of secularization of the former, or it may yet 
lead to the canonization of the old Thomas Quartette. The author throws 
less light on the instrumental character of religious attitudes in relation to 
man’s wishes than on the beatitudes of the author’s categories them- 
selves, in relation to his sublimations. 

But if it must be that “the spiritual man judgeth all things,” the re- 
viewer would rather have Professor Binder endow that value judgment 
with the blessings of his philosophical categories than have the natural 
man, Professor Diamond, do it with his. Applying the instrumental cate- 
gories of the homo economicus to a study of the social economy of re- 
ligion, he has construed a balance sheet of its credits and debits. On the 
debit side, he has counted up the cost of the cult under such headings as 
“the unfit survive,” “the influence of the mystic margin,” “the capital 
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levy,” “the cost of the cult militant,” and “the shaman’s share.” On the 
credit side he sums up the yield of “majestic mysteries” and of “sovereign 
superstitions” for social control. The application of economic categories 
yields a number of incisive statements and valuable observations as to 
the social economics of “spirit fear,” the effect of taboos on property 
rights, of the idea of joint liability for the contingency of individual rights 
on social duties, on the relation of the margin of spirit law to the margin 
of rational appropriation, etc. The latter, as far as the book itself is con- 
cerned, is rather narrow. For, obviously, the technique of the author 
breaks down where he tries an appraisal of “majestic mysteries” and 
“sovereign superstitions” without calling in a political scientist, a law- 
yer, or a theologian. He even fails on his own ground as an accountant, 
for in the end, of course, he can neither add, nor subtract, nor multiply, 
nor divide—incommensurable qualities. His conclusions mean little 
enough when they refer to the functional value of religion in a given cul- 
ture-stage and nothing with regard to the function of religion in general. 
They prove only the limited usefulness of the quantitative method itself. 

The reviewer may be permitted to add that under such a title as Re- 
ligion and the Commonweal he has been looking for some time for a book 
which deals with the instrumental relation between the salvation tech- 
nique of a given religion—such as the salus concept of Christianity and 
the “general welfare” concept—let us say of the Methodist church in 
America. On the contingency of man’s completion or his sense of com- 
pletion, on the completing mechanism between religion and law, much 
light might be thrown where it is most needed at the present time. 

This is precisely what Professor Niebuhr has done, with the result 
that he has made a first-class contribution to sociology and political sci- 
ence as well as to church history. He has done so by the frank admission 
of the instrumental nature of theological categories in relation to the 
social conflicts of men and their accommodation. When he immediately 
follows with the statement that “denominationalism represents the ac- 
commodation of Christianity to the caste system of human society,”. he 
comes close to the truth and therefore presumedly as near to the kingdom 
of God as to that of science. The author’s method is well grounded on 
the modified historical materialism of Ernst Troeltsch and Max Weber. 
He starts out with an excellent version of their definition of church and 
sect, and proceeds to uncover the territorial, genetic, static element in the 
one, the personal voluntaristic, contractual elements in the other. Hav- 
ing differentiated the basic typeforms of religious corporate bodies in 
America on the institutional and societal side, he accounts for transforma- 
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tions in dominant religious attitudes and institutions in terms of environ- 
mental change on the national, ethnic, linguistic, economic, and racial 
frontier. In this marginal field of social transition and interaction, he 
takes innumerable snapshots, as it were, catching with astounding ac- 
curacy of focus the reflex of religious attitudes and of ecclesiastical polity 
upon the changing situation. He catches the frontiersman and the immi- 
grant, always getting religion in his unstable milieu, in the very act of 
becoming a Babbitt—never doubting that he has it—in his complacency. 
Even so he sketches the behavior sequence of religious bodies in relation 
to form and attitude from personal to institutional Christianity; he ob- 
serves the splendid technique of religious bodies for accommodation, the 
knack of ecclesiastical institutions for opportunist policies and of Chris- 
tians for making and justifying their compromises, with the “can do no 
other” attitude and under humble reference to precedent and law. 

The author shows that “the peace which passeth all understanding” on 
the frontier between American Christian groups had to be exceedingly 
unstable consensually speaking, because denominational fences have 
wandered with the slope of American sectionalism. He knows that the in- 
herent interest of American churches in their own self-preservation has 
called for accentuation as often as for bridging of frontiers of conscious- 
ness of kind. He points out that whether they did the one or the other, 
whether they would be separate or united, they acted more often in re- 
sponse to the secular trend than in conformity with the precept of the 
founder. The reviewer is in doubt whether to marvel more at the ability 
of the author as a scientist to trace the path of American Christianity in 
pursuit of the “fortunes of the world” or at his integrity as a Christian in 
condemning that performance. Condemning it as thoroughly as he un- 
derstands it, he cannot get “powerfully excited” over Christian church 
unity. It does not occur to him to mistake it for a “sign” of the coming 
of the kingdom. It is obviously a reflex of religion to the secular trend in 
the direction of a kingdom of a different sort. Thus, the author concludes 
that the sectarianism of believers’ churches may once more become nec- 
essary as a challenge to the social catholicity of a church in which the 
confessional act itself tends to become a symbol of universal, territorial, 
or institutionalized allegiance, and hence meaningless as a gesture signifi- 
cant of social personality. With the confession to a social creed as a rule 
of conduct in specific situations, the “dumb ass” of personal Christianity 
will always have to cry out against Balaam the prophet. 

HEINRICH HERMAN MAURER 
Lewis INSTITUTE 
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Principles of Rural-Urban Sociology. By Pitrrmm Soroxkin and 
CarLE C. ZIMMERMAN. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1929. 
Pp. xv-+652. $4.50. 

This is the most ambitious book undertaken to date in the field of 
rural sociology. The authors disparage the attempts of most writers of 
texts in the rural field and set out to produce a scientific treatise. To 
them “the fundamental task of rural sociology is to describe the relatively 
constant and universal traits or relations of the rural social world as dis- 
tinct from the non-rural or urban social universe” (p. 8). The second 
task is “to explain” these differences. These two tasks of rural sociology 
“practically exhaust its field and contents.” 

With this point of view as to the field of rural sociology, the authors 
set out to discover the differences between the rural and urban worlds 
and to explain these differences. They are confronted in the first place 
with the question of defining rural and urban; and this they do by cata- 
loguing nine different classes of phenomena which, in their judgment, 
differentiate the two “worlds.” These include differences in occupation, 
environment, size, density, composition, and social differentiation. The 
remainder of the book, which includes over 600 pages of text, is devoted 
to a painstaking analysis of materials, gleaned from the four corners of 
the earth, which seem to indicate “relatively constant and universal 
traits” whereby the rural may be differentiated from the urban. Much 
of the data refers to purely physical criteria such as stature, pigmenta- 
tion, cephalic indices, suicide, vital rates, etc. The chapter headings per- 
haps do not indicate what the authors consider to be the entire field of 
rural sociology but represent rather the data upon which it was possible 
to secure some sort of objective measurement. It is hard to conceive that 
they would place so much emphasis on purely physical phenomena if they 
could find data whereby to measure more of the social and behavior dif- 
ferences. 

From a superficial examination the book displays great erudition; on 
closer analysis, however, it is far from being a work of science. In the 
first place the fundamental assumption of a rural-urban dichotomy of 
phenomena is questionable, to say the least. To the authors “rural” 
means agriculture; “urban,” all the rest. Rural sociology is “the sociol- 
ogy of the agricultural occupation.” But is there only one agricultural 
occupation and does it exhibit universal traits common to all times and 
places? Do the citrus-fruit growers of California have more in com- 
mon with the rice cultivators of the Yangtze than either of these rural 
groups have with their neighboring cities? Moreover, is it true that the 
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urban world contains universal traits that can be differentiated as a body 
from those of the agricultural world? What evidence is there that the in- 
habitants of Chengtu are more mobile than the corn growers of Iowa? 

Aside from these dubious hypotheses, upon which the entire study is 
based, the method used to discover the “relatively constant and universal 
differences” in the field of rural and urban social phenomena is far from 
being satisfactory. Naturally the authors are necessarily limited by the 
available data. They are forced to select bits of evidence collected at 
different times and places with different degrees of scientific validity. 
These are brought together: the evidence for the urban placed on one 
side, that for the rural on the other side; and conclusions are drawn, fre- 
quently of a negative character. Sometimes the urban phenomena relate 
to metropc'itan centers; e.g., the contrast between urban-rural move- 
ments is made by comparing the daily ebb and flow of the office popula- 
tion of the center of London with the general average of rural mobility. 
At other times the comparisons are made on data taken from military 
statistics pertaining to recruits from the farms and those from all varie- 
ties of urban aggregations. The conclusions reached regarding urban- 
rural differences from single samplings of such divergent data are far 
from convincing. Do they represent anything that is “constant and uni- 
versal’’? 

Even more questionable than the methodology used to discover the 
rural-urban differences is that used “to explain” them, which, be it re- 
called, “is the second fundamental task of rural sociology.” The explana- 
tions are usually based on common sense rather than on objective evi- 
dence. Sometimes they barely come under the former category. Witness, 
for example, the reason given for the early marriage of rural people: 
“The rural people marry at earlier ages because they are expected to have 
families; it is considered as a religious duty; the mores are more strong 
against sex life outside of marriage especially for women; so that the op- 
portunity of sex satisfaction is limited. . . .” Does this refer to Bavaria, 
France, Austria, Australia, England, Russia, Sweden, Bulgaria or New 
York State, all of which are drawn upon to prove the earlier age of rural 
marriage; or is it just a “relatively universal and constant” cultural trait, 
a postulate which requires no proof? 

The reviewer does not wish to give the impression that there is nothing 
of merit in this book. In general, he is in sympathy with the aim of the 
authors to discover the constant and universal, if it exists. He cannot 
agree, however, that the task of discovering differences and stating them 
in terms of “more than” or “less than” categories is going to revolutionize 
the science of rural sociology. Nor does he see much merit, from the 
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standpoint of sociology, in attempting to compare the cephalic indices 
and chest measurement of farmers and townsfolk, especially when miners, 
fishermen and hotel-porters are lumped together in the latter group. On 
the whole, however, students of rural-urban affairs will find in this book 
a mine of useful information. It is of much greater value as a source book 
than as a systematic treatise. 

R. D. McKeEnzig. 


UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 


What Is Right with Marriage: An Outline of Domestic Theory. 
By Rosert C. BINKLEY and FRANCES WILLIAMS BINKLEY. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co., 1929. Pp. xii+-262. $2.50. 


So much is written today on “What Is Wrong with Marriage?” “The 
Bankruptcy of Marriage,” and the like that it is refreshing to find a 
book which implies that something may be right with marriage and the 
family. But no one should make the mistake of supposing that this book 
is an undiscriminating defense of the institutionalized Christian monog- 
amous union. It is in itself an original critique of the traditional family. 

It accepts the current sociological doctrine that the family is indis- 
pensable for the perpetuation of the species and the transmission of the 
cultural acquisitions of the race. But it does not rest content with this 
mere formulation. It raises the more basic question of how this socially 
invaluable institution can be made more conducive to the production of 
human happiness and satisfactions, thus rendering it more permanent. In 
arriving at constructive suggestions as to how this gratifying state of af- 
fairs may be brought about, the authors do not hesitate to lay on heavily 
when dealing with Christian conventions that appear to them likely to 
reduce the happiness and pernixnence which should be associated with 
marriage. 

Sociologists will, perhaps, be most interested in the critical attitude 
toward sociology which runs throughout the book. The authors’ indict- 
ment of sociology is that it has rested content to leave the family prob- 
lem with the mere platitude that the family is indispensable to society. 
It alone can satisfactorily provide for the large-scale reproduction of the 
race and the perpetuation of the culture and institutions which we have 
accumulated in the process of social evolution. 

Mr. and Mrs. Binkley claim that this may be taken for granted. But it 
gets us nowhere in practice. It is like a declaration of the medical pro- 
fession that all people should be healthy, followed by nothing in the way 
of helping us individually to preserve our health. They contend that the 
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sociologists have failed signally in that they have not gone beyond this 
arid defense of the social institution of marriage and investigated those 
problems of personal attraction and adjustments which alone can make 
marriage successful. In short, sociology has stopped with showing us 
that we need the family. It has not shown us how we may successfully 
realize it in practice. 

As against the greater part of the older sociology, this indictment is 
wholly correct, and the sociologists will have to accept the lashing with 
good grace. But the attack also shows that the Binkleys have not kept 
up to date in their sociological readings. In the writings of W. I. Thomas 
and his followers and in the work of Ogburn, Groves, and others, who 
have made use of psychiatry and mental hygiene, we have very impor- 
tant contributions to the personality problems involved in marriage and 
other social situations. The Binkleys mention some of these later writers, 
but it does not seem to mitigate their low opinion of the sociological views 
on marriage. If they had studied carefully the works of such men, it 
would have removed from their book a distinct taint of amateurishness in 
elaborating what is in reality a very sound and sensible sociological inter- 
pretation of family situations. For, whatever their professional labels, 
the Binkleys are in this book writing sociology. The subtitle of the book 
is An Outline of Domestic Theory. There can, of course, be no real do- 
mestic theory which is not sound sociological theory. 

Throughout, the authors adopt the common-sense notion that any- 
thing which enhances the pleasure, adequacy, and permanence of the 
family as a free association of two personalities is desirable—that is, 
moral. This should be the only test of family morality. Nothing aside 
from considerations of legal and economic responsibility should be dealt 
with by the state and physical force. Even the question of sex monopoly 
and promiscuity should not be a matter of law. It should be decided by 
“the free choice of those who accept the implicit principles of marriage.” 
On the whole, we have here a thoughtful and constructive book in which 
the sanity and enlightenment of the authors almost invariably save them 
from the disasters which might otherwise have arisen from their lack of 
mastery of scientific sociology. A 

Harry ELMER BARNES 
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Delinquency Areas: A Study of the Geographic Distribution of 
School Truants, Juvenile Delinquents, and Aduit Offenders in 
Chicago. By CLirrorp R. SHaw, with the collaboration of Frep- 
ERICK M. ZoRBAUGH, HENRY D. McKay, and Leonarp S. Cort- 
TRELL. Behavior Research Fund Monographs. Chicago: Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, 1929. Pp. xxi+214. 


This is one of the very important contributions to the literature of 
criminology.. It is a product of the co-operation of various groups of stu- 
dents in Chicago and was made possible, directly or indirectly, by liberal 
grants from the Behavior Research Fund, the Local Community Re- 
search Committee, and the Social Science Research Council. The impor- 
tance of the study lies in the fact that it locates the areas in which de- 
linquency is concentrated and thus locates the points at which more in- 
tensive study and efforts at control should be concentrated. 

The general procedure in this study was to determine the number of 
cases of delinquency in each area in the city of Chicago and then reduce 
these numbers to delinquency rates by stating them in proportion to the 
number of persons of the same sex and age groups in those areas. Ten se- 
ries of records of delinquency were used for this purpose: (1) male 
school truants in 1917-23; (2) delinquent boys dealt with by juvenile 
police probation officers in 1926; (3) delinquent boys dealt with by juve- 
nile police probation officers in 1927; (4) delinquent boys before the 
juvenile court in 1917-23; (5) delinquent boys before the juvenile court 
in 1900-1906; (6) male offenders before the boys’ court on felony 
charges in 1924-26; (7) adult males placed in the Cook County Jail in 
1920; (8) delinquent girls before the juvenile court in 1917-23; (9) 
male delinquency cases before the juvenile court in 1917-23; and (10) 
male delinquency cases before the juvenile court in 1900-1906. In series 
nine and ten the delinquency case is the unit, while in the earlier series 
the delinquent person regardless of the number of delinquencies is the 
unit. The number of delinquents in the first eight series is 55,998, and 
the number of delinquencies in the last two series is 24,162. In addition, 
the cases of recidivism before the juvenile court in 1917-23 and 1900- 
1906 are analyzed in the same manner. 

The census data for each of the census tracts (431 in 1910 and 499 in 
1920) were combined so that the rates are stated for square-mile areas 
except on the outskirts of the city, where some of the contiguous square- 
mile areas are combined in order to have a larger base for the rates. This 
makes a total of 113 areas. 

The general conclusions reached as the result of this study are as fol- 
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lows: (1) The different areas differ markedly from each other in their 
rates of delinquency. (2) The rates of delinquency tend to vary inversely 
in proportion to the distance from the center of the city. (3) The co- 
efficients of correlation between the various series range from 66 to 96, 
with a median of 85. (4) Differences in the delinquency rates reflect the 
community backgrounds. The high rates of delinquency are found in 
areas with physical deterioration and a decreasing population. (5) The 
principal high-rate areas have been characterized by high rates over a 
long period, and this has been true in certain areas notwithstanding 
marked changes in the composition of the population. (6) Delinquents 
living in areas of high delinquency rates are more likely to become recidi- 
vists than delinquents living in areas with low rates. 

The principal criticisms that may be made against the methodology 
have been answered adequately in the first and last parts of the book. 
The only question of importance is the question of interpretation. Some 
students say that people who are inclined toward delinquency move to the - 
areas which have high rates, and others say that those who live there 
have high rates of delinquency because of the situation. This question 
can be answered only by more intensive investigation in the areas of high 
rates. 

E. H. SUTHERLAND 
Bureau oF SociaL HYGIENE 


The Social Insects: Their Origin and Evolution. By WILLIAM 
Morton WHEELER. New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1928. 


Pp. xviii+-378. $7.00. 

How Animals Find Their Way About. By ETIENNE RABAUD. 
Translated from the French by I. H. Myers. New York: Har- 
court, Brace & Co., 1928. Pp. ix-+-142. 

Social Life in the Animal World. By FRIEDRICH ALVERDES. Trans- 
lated from the German by K. C. Creasy. New York: Harcourt, 
Brace & Co., 1927. Pp. ix+216. $3.75. 

Professor Wheeler’s volume represents an exhaustive survey of the be- 
havior of insects from the point of view of the entomologist, tinged with 
sound and conservative interpretation of the meaning of social life in the 
insect world. He approvingly quotes Espinas’ dictum that “no living be- 
ing is solitary.” It seems, however, that the sociologist and the biologist 
do not put the same interpretation upon the concept “social,” and to add 
to the confusion it is quite unfortunate that the biologist finds it neces- 
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sary to draw analogies between animal and human groups on the basis of 
sociological theories which have for the most part been discredited. The 
factual data which Professor Wheeler presents in such abundance would 
lend themselves readily to a reinterpretation, from the sociological point 
of view, into a statement which would probably emphasize the differences 
between human and animal group life more strikingly than their similari- 
ties. His bibliography is a model of scholarship. 

The book by Professor Rabaud deals primarily with the invertebrates 
and particularly the insects in those phases of their behavior which center 
around orientation. He explains flying and walking in terms of the ordi- 
narily sensory cues, and rejects the existence of any one known sense 
which would merit the name of a “sense of orientation.” Sensory memory, 
according to him, probably plays a preponderant réle in such mysterious 
phenomena as the homing of pigeons. The cues upon which the animals 
act are shown never to be isolated, but to be perceived as parts of a whole. 
He leaves the subject open and invites further attention to the numerous 
negative cases, which in research in this fascinating subject are frequently 
overlooked. 

The volume by Professor Alverdes, while containing less data than 
that of Wheeler, is perhaps the more suggestive. Alverdes formulates a 
general theory of animal sociology which falls into two general divisions: 
special and general animal sociology. Special animal sociology is con- 
cerned with social units such as the herd, marriage, and the family, while 
general animal sociology studies those general factors which appear 
wherever association is formed, such as mutual assistance, understand- 
ing, and the establishment of a social scale. He distinguishes between 
associations and societies: “The first are chance aggregations in the sense 
that they are brought together by external and environmental facts (light, 
warmth, nourishment, etc.), whereas societies hold together because all 
their members possess special social instincts.” A further distinction that 
he makes is between closed and open communities. In the former case 
it is only under special conditions that new members are admitted, or that a 
member once included, withdraws; furthermore, a well defined hierarchy is 
very often found to exist. In an open society, on the contrary, the members 
come and go without any special difficulties; it is, therefore, possible to distin- 
guish between (a) organized, and (5) unorganized communities; in the first the 
individuals have each their appointed status, in the second there is no such ar- 
rangement. 


Alverdes agrees with Rabaud that the community is held together and 


that the members recognize one another by sensory means—chiefly the 
sense of smell and the sense of sight. 
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These three volumes seem to indicate a growing interest among zodlo- 
gists in the mechanisms of group life among animals. The authors, while 
they have assumed a great deal about the nature of society, have, on the 
whole, been cautious in applying the findings and theories derived from 
human social life to the animal world. From the standpoint of the sociolo- 
gist it is important to note that whatever else men are, they are also ani- 
mals, but that there are many phases of human social life which cannot be 
understood merely in terms of the mechanisms that seem to be adequate 
for the explanation of animal behavior. 

Louts WIRTH 
TULANE UNIVERSITY 


Trends in American Sociology. By GrorcE A. LUNDBERG, READ 
Batn, and Nets ANDERSON (Editors). New York: Harper & 
Bros., 1929. Pp. xii+-443. 

In the volume under consideration there is an apparent assumption 
of the viewpoint that sociology is what chance and popular interest, as- 
sisted by professors and administrators, happen to make it: it is the body 
of activities carried on under that name. This is, of course, a perfectly 
tenable position. But it should be understood that the occupation of this 
standpoint very definitely defines the level at which the discussion must 
be pitched. The traditional division of sociological subject matter is al- 
most purely fortuitous; it is without logical justification and does not in 
any important way parallel the scientific problems. The division of labor 
among the ten contributing authors is in terms of various “kinds” of so- 
ciology. The papers exemplify in elaborate detail the current confusion 
in the sociological camp. The preliminary paper recites “The History and 
Prospects of Sociology in the United States.”” The eight chapters imme- 
diately following state the trends of sociological theory, social psychology, 
cultural sociology, rural sociology, urban sociology, educational sociology, 
social work, and applied sociology. The volume is concluded by a paper 
on “The Logic of Sociology and Social Research.” 

The individual papers are, on the whole, readable and _ informative. 
They are, to be sure, of different grades of excellence. There are occasion- 
al evidences of immaturity of standpoint, and certain curious biases of 
provincial origin sometimes crop out. But these are minor matters; the 
papers show industry and conviction and are, in general, valuable. 

Nevertheless, in spite of the very excellent character of many of the 
papers, the book as a whole is somewhat disappointing. This is perhaps 
inevitable so long as the science is conceived as an aggregation of miscel- 
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laneous activities and interests. On the basis of a common-sense and tra- 
ditional organization, it is quite obviously impossible to penetrate very 
far beyond the temporary, trivial, and obvious. So far as discussion is ac- 
tually kept within the confines that most of the chapter headings define, 
there is nothing significant to be said. There is a good deal of insistence 
throughout the book on the conception of sociology as a natural science. 
Such a conception assumes the existence of a group of natural processes 
which it is the business of sociology to isolate and define. But the division 
of sociology on the traditional basis is a virtual denial of the existence of 
the processes elsewhere assumed. On a scientific level, there is no more 
reason for dividing sociology into “urban,” “rural,” “educational,” and 
the like, than there is for so dividing mathematics, chemistry, or biology. 
Once such a basis is assumed, there is no logical reason for restricting the 
divisions to six or ten. If there is to be a “rural” and an “urban” sociology, 
there should certainly also be a “suburban” sociology and perhaps also a 
“village” and a “metropolitan” sociology. If there is an “educational” 
sociology, there should also be a “political,” “religious,” and “hedonistic” 
sociology, and probably also a “Catholic,” “Presbyterian,” “aviation,” 
and “bootleg” sociology. 

The traditional divisions of sociology are understandable and are per- 
haps administratively expedient. Logically they are absurd. The teacher, 
as the research student, must ignore such divisions unless he is content to 
operate along unprofitable lines. The scholar who undertakes to trace sci- 
entific trends must choose between things traditional and things funda- 
mental. 

E. B, REUTER 


STATE UNIVERSITY OF Iowa 


Agricultural Reform in the United States. By Joun D. Brack. 
New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1929. Pp. x+511. 
$4.00. 
This book by an eminent Harvard professor of agricultural econorhics 

is designed to “discuss the issues of agricultural reform as they are likely 

to come before the people of the United States in the next ten years.” It 
consists of five divisions: 'the present condition of agriculture;*the sur- 
pluses of production ;4price-raising by government action “individual and 
co-operative factors in adjustment; and the reforms needed. It differs 
from the majority of the recent flood of books upon farm relief, first, in 
that it represents the viewpoint of one investigator rather than that of a 
“committee,” a “commission,” or an author writing to the “order” of 
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biased interests; second, it presents a more rounded and analytical treat- 
ment of the agricultural problem than has yet appeared in the United 
States; third, it is sociological in character; and, fourth, it was not subsi- 
dized by any special interest. 

To the sociologist, this book is particularly interesting not only for the 
able and critical analysis of economic theory and fact involved in the 
problem of farm relief but because of the system of values taken as the 
final criterion of the necessity and significance of farm relief. The author 
largely abandons immediately and without lengthy discussion the cri- 
terion of greatest net social income—which pervades most of classical and 
non-classical economics—and makes the following statement: 

There is enough validity to the foregoing arguments (concerning the long- 
time welfare of the people) to make a nation want to keep itself predominantly 
rural if it can be accomplished without much sacrifice of the economic well- 
being of either city people or country people. We can go so far as to say that 
some measure of pecuniary advantage should be sacrificed in favor of keeping a 
country rural to a considerable degree [p. 58]. 


Based upon this final criterion, the author proceeds at length to discuss 
the proposed methods for improvement of the economic condition of 
farmers in the United States. He takes every important proposed system 
of agricultural reform and gives it a careful analysis according to the ac- 
cepted laws of economics and the results of recent research studies which 
apply to this particular program. Finally, he suggests a plan which he 
has developed in part himself, the “domestic allotment plan.” He con- 
cludes that the battle for farm relief has just begun; that the years to 
come will see more efforts along these lines. Proposed methods are faced 
realistically. The conclusions at the end of each section and in the final 
chapter tell the public what can be done to improve the lot of the agri- 
culturalists. 

There are minor points here and there with which the sociologist will 
disagree. Fundamentally, however, the able character of this work and 
the analytical and well-rounded treatment of the problem merit it the 
highest praise. It is unquestionably the ablest work on the social phases 
of agriculture which has appeared since the post-war depression. It is a 
shame that this work cannot be substituted for some of the trash about 
agriculture with which Congress and the academic public have been bom- 
barded during the past decade. 


C. C. ZIMMERMAN 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
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die Mobilitét der Bevilkerung in den Vereinigten Staaten. 

By Rupo_r HEBERLE. Jena: Gustav Fischer, 1929. Pp. iv-+ 

224. M. 12. 

Dr. Heberle came to America to observe mobility. He is to be con- 
gratulated upon the thoroughness with which he has dealt with the prob- 
lem and with the facts. 

Mobility, as he treats it, means only the opposite of Sesshaftigkeit. 
“The degree of mobility of a population group may be determined by the 
number of changes of place of residence per individual within a given 
time” (p. 9). He gives due homage to those American sociologists who 
conceive mobility in a broader sense so as to include number and variety 
of social contacts, changes in social position (soziale Stelling), etc., but 
warns us that some are making of the term, “not a sociological concept, 
but a collective name for a series of processes of social change of various 
sorts” (p. 7). Such nicety of definition is salutary, and perhaps the criti- 
cism may be well taken by Park, McKenzie, and Sorokin, whom the au- 
thor mentions. While there is perhaps more logic that Heberle suggests 
in a broader conception of “mobility,” there is need of stating exactly 
what is meant to be included. 

The best part of the work is that which presents statistical and de- 
scriptive data on “the forms, the degree and the causes of mobility of 
population in the United States.” A very thorough use of census data has 
been made in calculating movement from state to state, section to sec- 
tion, and from country to city. The mobility of certain elements of the 
population is compared with that of others; as that of the tenant with that 
of the owner-farmer, that of the foreign-born with that of the native 
born, that of the negro with the white. It is for this section of the work 
that most credit is due the author. 

The remainder of the work is devoted to the social effects of mobility; 
that is to say, effects upon the individual in his social ties, upon social in- 
stitutions, and upon “social norms.” There is little here that will be new 
to the American sociologist, although the treatment shows a rather keen 
understanding of American life. While the author has protected himself 
by saying that the latter part of his work is deductive, the reviewer finds 
little of established relation between this section of the work and the ar- 
ray of statistical comparisons in the first half. Nor has he quite strictly 
adhered to his vow not to mention anything except change of residence; 
an example of this may be seen in his discussion of the effects of rapid 
change of membership in some labor unions. 

One wishes that fuller use had been made of the conception of the re- 
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gion, as developed by McKenzie, and of Sombart’s notion that one should 
put population studies into the framework of some limited area within 
which various movements might be definitely related to each other. 


EVERETT CHERRINGTON HUGHES 
UNIVERSITY 


The Labor Injunction. By FELIX FRANKFURTER and NATHAN 
GREENE. New York: Macmillan Co., 1930. Pp. xii+230. 
Charts. $5.00. 

Injunctions and restraining orders issued by courts of equity are 
among the most important weapons used in the United States by large 
employers in their struggle with labor organizations. This is a well-known 
fact, for which Professor Frankfurter and his colleague have collected 
fresh evidence and made a more penetrating analysis than was previously 
available. In five well-written chapters they have surveyed the general 
history of the substantive law affecting labor cases and of the use of 
equity writs in labor struggles; the development of procedural rules and 
canons of proof governing the issuance of injunctions in labor disputes; 
the widening scope of such court orders and their enforcement by con- 
tempt proceedings; the history of efforts to modify the existing law by 
securing new legislation; and the conclusions that can be drawn from a 
careful inquiry into the whole subject. The volume is carefully docu- 
mented, and is provided with tables setting forth concisely the history of 
all injunctions issued by federal courts in labor disputes, the facts of 
which could be ascertained; also, in briefer form, similar data for labor 
injunctions issued by the courts of the state of New York. Massachusetts 
cases were also studied in the course of the investigations on which this 
volume is based. 

To the student who specializes in labor problems, this book will be in- 
dispensable. To other social scientists, who are chiefly interested in the 
more fundamental problems involved, the most interesting feature of 
the volume will probably be the authors’ finding that “on the whole legis- 
lation has done little to restrict the courts in applying common law no- 
tions of conspiracy to labor disputes. We owe to the judicial process such 
liberalization as there has been of the conspiracy concept.” In other 
words, this book may be regarded as an exposition of the meaning of “due 
process of law” as exemplified in governmental dealings with labor dis- 
putes. As such it tends to supplement the studies of Professor Moley and 
others, which have done so much of late to clarify the real meaning of 
due process of law in criminal cases. Due to the legalistic application of 
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the principle of continuity and stability by the higher courts, it is shown 
to be remarkably difficult to effect basic changes in the law, either as to 
substance or as to procedure. Frankfurter and Greene conclude that pro- 
cedural reforms are most needed, if the law is to be made to conform to 
current realities, but that modifications in the substantive law affecting 
labor disputes are also called for. In the course of the campaign for new 
legislation, our authors contend, “legislators should be frankly informed 
that they are asked to measure social needs differently.” 

The Labor Injunction is a book written primarily for persons having 
some knowledge of law. The lay reader may be somewhat handicapped 
by the technical language in which its content is expressed. 

FLoyp N. Houser 


UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 


An Introduction to Abnormal Psychology. By V. E. Fisher. New 
York: Macmillan Co., 1929. Pp. x-+512. $2.60. 


Someone should write a book in abnormal psychology from the angle 
of social psychology which would take into account, especially on the side 
of the functional disorders, the literature on social-cultural conditioning, 
the newer developments in child psychology, and above all else the fac- 
tors of social interaction and the place of cultural norms in determining 
the definitions of behavior. If no one else does, the reviewer hereby 
serves public notice of an intention to do so. It has been the reviewer’s 
good fortune or ill to examine most of the textbooks in abnormal psychol- 
ogy which have appeared in English in the last twenty years. With the 
exception of certain parts of White, Hart, McDougall, and the Presseys, 
and to slight extent some of the echt Freudian writings, no one has more 
than hinted at stating the problem of abnormal behavior in reference to 
social psychological and cultural factors. Until this is done no adequate 
theory of psychopathology or of normal behavior, for that matter, can be 
made. 

Unfortunately, Fisher’s book is marred by the rather too-easy accept- 
ance of the McDougallian psychology of instincts. The self-assertive and 
the submissive “drives” or “instincts” are made much of without a clear 
appreciation of the fact that these are so largely socially-culturally de- 
termined. Where the particular mental abnormality is said to be caused 
by malfunctioning of one or the other of these “instincts,” it might be 
more instructive to indicate the actual rise of the particular personality 
manifestations in the light of the social milieu by going into the history of 
the individual, of his family, and of the other groups to which he was ex- 
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posed. Nevertheless, the present book has many merits. It mentions 
many of the social factors which contribute to pathological personalities, 
without, however, seeing these in any systematic framework. 

On the whole, this little book offers a good introduction to the study of 
the functional neuroses and psychoses. It omits completely any discus- 
sion of the organic disorders. Compared to Presseys’ Mental Abnormal- 
ity and Deficiency, it lacks conciseness of statement and completeness of 
case records. The chapters on sleeping, dreaming, and hypnotism will add 
a good deal of new data for the undergraduate into whose hands this book 
falls. There is a glossary and a selected bibliography, chiefly of other 
textbooks. For the lay reader and the student some of the excellent thera- 
peutic articles in Mental Hygiene might well have been listed. 


KIMBALL YOUNG 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 


A Study in Undergraduate Adjustment. By Ropert CooLey AN- 
GELL. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1930. Pp. ix+ 
164. $2.00. 


This research investigation should be of interest to sociologists, first, 
because it was directed by a sociologist, although in the field of student 
personnel work, and, second, because it illustrates the use of the com- 
bined case-study and statistical method. The research staff, directed by 
Professor Angell, consisted of a test expert and a group of three psychi- 
atric social workers. 

Some 216 students, 133 men and 83 women, largely Sophomores, con- 
stituted the group studied. The technique employed involved the use of 
the Thurstone Intelligence, the George Washington University Social In- 
telligence, the Watson Fair-mindedness tests, an original Information 
Test, a personal history record, and interviewing. Outline summaries for 
each student were prepared and a system of classification worked out by 
the director in accordance with which each subject received three ratings, 
ie., on academic, social, and life adjustment. Of the twenty-nine combi- 
nations or types discovered, out of a possible thirty-six, the most common 
by far was that of the mediocre student, socially well adjusted but un- 
settled in respect to life-orientation. 

Relative to academic adjustment, 35.6 per cent were found to be well 
adjusted; in 41.2 per cent the adjustment was mediocre; and in 21.3 per 
cent it was poor. Women were superior to men. Although from educated 
homes in most cases, this group of students seemed remarkably indiffer- 
ent to cultural matters. Individualization and the consideration of all 
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phases of the adjustment process are urged upon administrators in deal- 


, ing with academic maladjustment. Satisfactory social adjustment was 


discovered to be more common than good academic adjustment, and 
again the women were better oriented in this field. Sex appeared a diffi- 
cult problem in a number of cases, and self-support seemed to be a dis- 
organizing factor in several ways. The most striking result relative to life 
adjustment was the large number classified as “emancipated” as con- 
trasted with those whose adjustment was “good,” “traditional,” or 
“poor.” 

Membership in fraternities and sororities and satisfactory social ad- 
justment were found to be closely correlated. Less than half the sample 
participated in extra-curriculum activities. A small percentage of the 
total were found to be so seriously disorganized that they needed psychi- 
atric assistance. The drift revealed toward economic liberalism and free 
moral standards is typical of the youth of America. A system of better 
educational advice, a more thorough weeding out of the hopelessly unfit, 
and the inauguration of some kind of mental hygiene program are recom- 
mended. 


ERNEST BouLDIN HARPER 
KaLaMazoo COLLEGE 


Wage Incentive Methods. By CHARLES WALTER LYTLE, M.E. New 
York: Ronald Press, 1929. Pp. 457. $7.50. 

Unemployment: What Can Be Done about It? By Rev. JoHN A. 
Ryan, D.D. Washington: Social Action Department, National 
Catholic Welfare Conference. Pp. 30. 


Although at first sight it may seem mere wilfulness to bracket these 


__ two publications for joint review, nevertheless there is an inner logic con- 


necting them. Professor Lytle’s work is primarily technical and for the 
use of technicians. The larger part of the book is given over to a detailed 
and critical analysis of various types of incentive plans. Practically every 
such plan which has been tried out is mentioned, and, of the total, twen- 
ty-five are described and analyzed in detail. The book abounds in charts, 
graphs and statistics, even at the cost of considerable repetition. But 
while the author assumes without argument the desirability of increasing 
production, he is not complacent about a general economic or social basis 
upon which a proper wage system should be erected. He is thoroughly fa- 
miliar with current wage theories. Indeed, his summary of them is excel- 
lent. On the basis of this understanding, he rejects cost of living as a 
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proper basis of wages in spite of the fact that apparently the general ten- 
dency is in that direction. As a further illustration of his familiarity with 
the social background of the wage question may be cited his insistence 
upon the necessity of restricted immigration. 

On the other hand, Dr. Ryan in a very admirable and succinct sum- 
mary of the problem of unemployment seems to skirt around the issue 
when it comes to setting down the remedies for unemployment. He real- 
izes that the prospects of a legal minimum wage are rather slim for a 
good many years to come. Therefore he reduces his whole program of 
practical methods to “increased organization of labor and the economic, 
social and ethical education of the masters of industry and all other influ- 
ential groups in our population.” He concludes his pamphlet with a quo- 
tation from a recent senatorial investigation in the course of which this 
statement occurs: “Society is going to provide opportunity for man to 
pay his own way or is going to pay for him.” It is surprising that so many 
men who quote with approval such sentiments fail to recognize what 
Lytle sees very clearly, viz., the necessity for restriction of immigration 
both abroad and from “heaven,” as one writer refers to birth control. 
That is, if society must provide jobs or charity, society is going to raise 
its voice sooner or later and have something to say about how many are 
to be imported or born into its midst.. Labor managers are frequently 
called the “servants of management,” but some of them undoubtedly see 
much deeper than some of our economists and theologians and face 
squarely the problem which they dodge, viz., the problem of making men 
precious. 

ArTHuR J. Topp 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 


The Child’s Conception of the World. By JEAN P1AcET. New York: 
Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1929. Pp. 394. 


Jean Piaget adds through this work to his fame as an original investi- 
gator into the mind of children. He seeks to study and ascertain the child’s 
notion of reality and of causality. Of equal interest are his procedure and 
his findings. Piaget rejects the questionnaire as a means of getting his in- 
formation. Instead he adopts the clinical procedure because it permits 
flexible questioning and is likely to evoke responses more in accordance 
with natural inclination. He shrewdly recognizes, further, that all answers 
given by children to questions about objects in their world do not have 
the same value. He has found five kinds of response: the answer at ran- 
dom, romancing, the suggested conviction, the liberated conviction, and 
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the spontaneous conviction. Only the last two kinds of answers are ac- 
cepted as data. Piaget has a number of ingenious devices by which he can 
tell to which of the five categories a given answer belongs. This scheme 
represents an important contribution to clinical procedure and provides 
a lead which should be carefully studied by all sociologists interested in 
the interview method. 

Piaget finds that the child’s conception of his world reduces to tenden- 
cies to realism, animism, and artificialism. The child is, above all, char- 
acterized by realism—but a realism unmarked by any recognition of the 
difference between the self and the world outside, the subjective and the 
objective. The child is projected into its world; or, to use the notion of 
Levy-Bruhl, the child and his surroundings are marked by participation. 
As the child develops, he comes to distinguish between words and things, 
thoughts and objects, subjective and objective, and so becomes aware of 
himself as set over against the world. Originally, however, the child is 
marked by affective realism. This participation explains childhood magic 
—in identifying the world with himself, he tries to control it by command 
or request. To attribute to objects consciousness or life in an animistic 
way arises from the same participation—likewise, artificialism, or the 
tendency to regard things as the product of human creation. Piaget sup- 
plies many data to show that egocentric realism, animism, and artificial- 
ism are part and parcel of the same lot and constitute ways in which the 
child sees his world. Piaget has made some keen analyses of the different 
stages of realism, animism, and artificialism through which the child 
passes; the development he finds to be mainly the result of the social op- 
position encountered by the child. The disagreement and inflexibility of 
others makes the child aware of other perspectives than his own, and he is 
forced to surrender his realistic, animistic, and artificialistic tendencies. 

The volume contains many accounts of verbatim interviews and con- 
versations which free Piaget of any charge of ungrounded theorizing. 
Social psychologists will find the book to be of distinct value. 

HERBERT BLUMER 
University oF CHICAGO : 


The “Soul” of the Primitive. By LuctEN Levy-Brunt. Author- 
ized translation by Lrr1AN A. CLARE. New York: Macmillan 
Co., 1928. Pp. 351. 

In this volume Levy-Bruhl, whose discussions of primitive mind have 
been so thought-provoking, seeks to study the ways in which primitives 
conceive of their own individuality. His presentation, although a mere 
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extension of his well-known scheme, provides an interesting and original 
treatment. He shows that the primitive typically regards his individuality 
or personality in ways which are quite foreign to our understanding. “The 


. individual” is not the separate, discrete entity that we are prone to think 


of; he is just an element merged with the group and the chance locus of a 
certain amount of “mana.” His individuality becomes significant as it 
stands out from the background of the solidarity of his group. To injure 
him is to injure his group, and vice versa. His group participates in him, 
and he in his group. His individuality does not have the corporeal limit 
of which we think, but extends to, or better, participates in, his appurte- 
nances—his clothing, his footprints, the objects handled by him, and so 
forth. He may be simultaneous in two different places. The infant may 
have no individuality—he gets it only when he becomes formally initiated 
into the group. Also, his individuality may persist after his death. All 
this makes it clear that the primitive construes himself very differently 
from the way we do. Levy-Bruhl gives abundant instances of support to 
his separate points. 

The reading of this book should prove a wholesome corrective to certain 
conventional, circumscribed views of personality, and be of value to any 
student of human behavior. The exactness with which Levy-Bruhl por- 
trays this segment of primitive mind, of course, is another question. One 
has still the feeling that he picks instances to support his schematized 
framework. Were he to study from all aspects a single tribe or even a 
single individual as a test of his theories, rather than jump conveniently 
with illustration from one group to another, his claims would be much 
more convincing. 

HERBERT BLUMER 
UNIveERSITY OF CHICAGO 


The Housing of Negroes in Washington, D.C. By WILLIAM HENRY 
Jones. Washington, D.C.: Howard University Press, 1929. Pp. 
191. $2.15. 

This is the first attempt to study Negro housing from the point of view 
of the natural movements of the population. The author begins with the 
distribution of the colored population. He finds that “Negroes live all 
over Washington,”’ owing to the general prevalence of the alley in the 
street system and to the tendency of the Negroes to move out along these 
channels of least resistance. There is now, however, a strong tendency to 
avoid the alley as a place of residence, not so much, perhaps, because the 
houses are poorer and the incidence of disease, crime, and mortality 
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higher, as on account of the social disrepute which residence in an alley 
connotes. Social status is to a considerable extent determined by the 
street of residence; for this reason long, well-known streets are preferred 
to short ones. The apartment tends to become a neighborhood in itself. 
It has its own status irrespective of street location. The author observes 
that whites remain in apartments that are in close proximity to Negroes, 
whereas they forsake private dwellings when Negroes approach. 

Negroes in Washington obtain homes in two ways: by displacing 
whites and by occupying places built for colored people. The former pro- 
cedure frequently involves friction and conflict. But houses obtained by 
displacing whites are superior to those built specially for Negroes. The 
suburban movement of whites in recent years has made the invasion of 
old districts easier for Negroes. They seem to have little difficulty in ob- 
taining homes. Real estate firms find building for Negroes a lucrative 
business. They obtain higher prices than from whites, and the colored 
people are not so exacting in their demands. The homes of the Negroes in 
Washington seem to afford more comforts than those of whites of similar 
economic status. This is due to the fact that many Negroes hold two jobs: 
a day job and a sundown job. Moreover, many of the Negro wives work, 
which supplements the family income. The colored population of Wash- 
ington is relatively stable; of the 5,000 householders investigated, 92 per 
cent had resided in the city for five years or more; and approximately 50 
per cent owned their homes. Although Washington has a colored popu- 
lation of 127,000, it has only one Negro hotel “worthy of the name.” 

R. D. McKenzie 


UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 


The Ascent of Humanity: An Essay on the Evolution of Civiliza- 
tion. By GERALD Hearp. New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 
1929. Pp. xiv-+332. $3.00. 

This book is another evidence of the maturity of social thought among 
the best English thinkers as compared with American. It might, of 
course, be debatable as to whether such a book may rightly be called 
sociology or not. Many who call themselves scientific sociologists in the 
United States would protest that the book is a piece of speculative reason- 
ing which can hardly make good its claim to rest upon established scien- 
tific facts. 

The thesis of the book can hardly be said to be new. It is essentially 
the thesis propounded long ago by Lester F. Ward, that the fully social 
man is in the process of creation. More explicitly, it is the thesis set forth 
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by Edward Carpenter, best in his Pagan and Christian Creeds, chapter 
xiv, in which he states that man has passed through three main stages of 
psychic evolution: a stage of simple animal-like consciousness; a stage 


' of self-consiousness; and a stage of universal or cosmic consciousness, 


However, Heard does not refer to Carpenter save in one unimportant 
reference, and he does not mention Ward at all. Whether he developed 
his thought entirely independently is unimportant, because he carries the 
theory to a much higher point, and attempts to substantiate it with facts 
of anthropology and history. He declares that human consciousness in 
its original form must have been like the consciousness of the animals, 
and that the individual was entirely merged in his group. Gradually the 
individual begins to emerge and to develop self-consciousness. This stage 
he traces in great detail, through the proto-individual, the pioneer in- 
dividual, the lower individuality, and the enlargement of individuality. 
Heard believes with Carpenter that we are beginning to enter upon the 
development of a superconsciousness, in which the individual will lay 
aside the exaggerations of self-consciousness and become merged in the 
consciousness of humanity and of the universe. 

Human evolution is “from a physique dominating a psyche to a psyche 
dominating a physique,” and from a self-conscious individuality to a 
universal consciousness, best typified by the scientific spirit and scientific 
knowledge. Ethics cannot be based accordingly upon individual psy- 
chology, but must be based upon a new and rational cosmology. Growth 
of a universal and scientific consciousness is bound to undermine such 
individualism. “Even personality must go, because the Universal has no 
room for merely separate persons.”’ Greed, hatred, and fear are bound 
to be eliminated by “Creativeness, which makes Greed and even posses- 
sion senseless: Love that renders Hatred absurd: Understanding, which 
leaves Fear meaningless.” 

It will readily be seen that Mr. Heard presents to us, not so much a 
scientific account of “the ascent of humanity,” as a philosophy, and a 
philosophy which ends in something like Hindu mysticism. No one can 
read the book, however, without getting new insights into the process of 
human development. Whether one finds the book scientifically valuable 
or not, it must be acknowledged to be stimulating and provocative of 
thought. 


Cuartes A. ELLwoop 
UNIVERSTY OF MissouRI 
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A Study of Assimilation among the Roumanians of the United 
States. By CHRISTINE AvcuHi GALITzI, PH.D. New York: Co- 
lumbia University Press, 1929. Pp. 282. $4.00. 

This careful study is a contribution to our slight knowledge about the 
Roumanians in the United States. The author was born in Roumania 
and is familiar with both the language and the various cultural back- 
grounds of Roumanian immigrants. She also shows herself proficient in 
writing the English language. 

Dr. Galitzi has not aimed to cover all phases of Roumanian immigra- 
tion, but has endeavored “to present the chief facts” and “particularly to 
show the processes of assimilation at work among these immigrants under 
the pressure of the American environment.” Roumanian Jews were ex- 
cluded from the study because of the author’s unfamiliarity with Jewish 
traditions; consequently, the chief groups studied are three: the Rou- 
manians from the Old Kingdom; the Transylvanians from pre-war Aus- 
tria-Hungary, who make up the large majority; and the Roumanian 
Macedonians. Her general point of view is that of the cultural approach, 
the adjustment of the transported Roumanian peasant culture to that of 
industrial America constituting the chief problem. 

Assimilation is conceived of in its broadest sense to include the three 
stages of economic adjustment, cultural identification, and ethnic amal- 
gamation. To complete this process requires at least three generations. 
As a whole, the Roumanians have been in this country only long enough 
to get well into the second stage of cultural assimilation. While the 
author holds to a theory of Americanization wherein “each ethnic group 
contributes its genius to the development of American culture, by adding 
its cultural heritage to the Anglo-Saxon foundation upon which the latter 
is built” (p. 169) the facts she presents and her own discussion of them 
seem to show that the give and take is very unequal. In reality, assimila- 
tion seems to mean a more or less rapid substitution of the new culture 
for the old rather than a mutual modification. What appears to be a 
fusion is in fact a partial or incomplete assimilation. This is not to deny 
the influence of the immigrant culture, even after three generations, but 
to point out its relative influence. 

Chapter x discusses the first and second generations, and includes a 
summary of twenty cases taken from a survey of a hundred Roumanian 
families in Chicago. They give us a picture of the variety of adjustments 
made within one small group, as well as indicate the variety of factors 
involved. One wishes, however, that somewhat more material of an auto- 
biographical nature had been included. This volume, with its judicious 
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interpretations and conclusions, seems to show that the Roumanians are 
not the hopeless candidates for Americanization that Nordic propagan- 
dists have implied in their derogatory statements about “Southeastern 
Europeans.” 


EvERETT V. STONEQUIST 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 


Rural and Urban Living Standards in Virginia. By WILSON GEE 
and WiLitiAM HENRy STAUFFER. University, Virginia: Insti- 
tute for Research in the Social Sciences, 1929. Pp. x-+133. 


This presents the results of study by the survey method of the pre- 
vailing standards of living of three groups of farm and city families of 
Virginia. In both fields the families “were selected according to three 
somewhat arbitrarily but fairly well-defined classes, namely, poor, inter- 
mediate, and prosperous.” 

The aid of the county agricultural agent was enlisted in the selection 
of farm families of the three classes. The 40 “poor,” 85 “intermediate,” 
and 12 “prosperous” farm families had an average annual expenditure of 
$892, $1,723, and $4,084 per family for family living purposes. Secre- 
taries of the Retail Merchants’ Credit Association, Chamber of Com- 
merce, and Associated Charities of Lynchburg assisted with the selection 
of the urban families in that city. The 35 “poor,” 78 “intermediate,” and 
27 “prosperous” city families had an average annual expenditure of $977, 
$1,959, and $6,771 per family for family living purposes. City families 
were slightly larger than farm families, by groups. 

Conclusions or generalizations from this well-conducted study are 
somewhat disappointing in that they are scattered in detail through the 
entire realm of the elements and the “social and environmental factors” of 
family living, for the six separate groups of the study. Perhaps the most 
definite and the most tangible of the concluding statements pertains to 
the diet of the farm and city families, the former of which yielded con- 
siderably more energy, protein, calcium, phosphorus, and iron than was 
actually needed, and the latter of which yielded only slightly more energy 
and protein and less mineral content than was needed. Worth-while com- 
parisons of the other elements of living are possible for the three separate 
groups of farm and city families. 

Following a consideration of the terms, “standard of living” and 
“standard of life” as defined by others, the authors use “living stand- 
ards” “in order that too technical a definition may be avoided and that 
the analysis arrived at may include what Kirkpatrick defines as standard 
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of living and standard of life.” This term is replaced throughout the re- 
port, however, with “form of living,” “levels of living,” “scale of living,” 
“prevailing standards of living,” “level of life,” and “standard of life.” 
The study is a valuable contribution to the existing data on prevailing 
standards of living. It is one of the first studies ‘“‘in which the attempt 
has been made to consider comparatively within the compass of a single 
research project such data gathered from both rural and urban commu- 
nities.” Another similar study is that of C. C. Zimmerman, Incomes and 
Expenditures of Minnesota Farm and City Families, 1927 and 1928. 


E. L. 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 


Cédigo Civil Pan-Americano: Titulo Preliminar: Derechos per- 
sonales—Derechos de Familia. By Dr. PRorEssoR FRANCESCO 
CosENTINI. Havana: Vox Populorum, 1929. Pp. viii+-184. 
$3.00. 

The sociologist and legalist, Professor Cosentini, now of the Univer- 
sity of Havana, has set for himself an ambitious, but a most laudable, 
task. Recognizing the growing unity of culture among all peoples, and 
especially in the “three Americas,” including English-speaking North 
America, he has in process the construction of a revised civil code in seven 
parts, which he hopes will replace the various codes and common-law 
systems now regnant in these countries. The first section here noticed 
contains his general introductory statement, setting forth his aims and 
methods, and the first proposed substitute division dealing with personal 
and family rights and relations. The reviewer must leave to Dean Pound 
and others eminent in the science of sociological jurisprudence the de- 
termination of the legal practicability of the learned Italian American’s 
efforts, but he believes that the proposal—in spite of the many origins 
(Spanish, Portuguese, French, English, and even Italian and German) of 
American private law—is wholly in keeping with the unifying develop- 
ment of our culture. What he may have too much discounted is the cus- 
tom-bound mentality of the lawyers, and especially those bred in the 
English common law. Perhaps there is more hope of success in those 
Latin American countries still carrying the relatively liberal tradition of 
the Roman law. The advantages of uniform legal principles and proce- 
dures would seem clearly to outweigh some obvious disadvantages. The 
proposals deserve serious consideration. Enormous labor has been spent 
upon the text. Every section of from two to twenty lines carries many 
more citations from the codes and statutes of the leading countries of the 
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world than there are lines of code. Thus, while the proposed code is truly 
a substitute rather than a patchwork, it does not neglect to cite and em- 
ploy the most advanced legislation of the time. One real difficulty the 
proposal will have to face in the common-law countries is the determined 
traditional opposition of our practicing lawyers to codes. This first vol- 
ume is dedicated to President Hoover, and there is an introduction by the 
Cuban international lawyer, Antonio Sanchez de Bustamante. 


L. L. BERNARD 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 


Sick Society. By A. J. I. Kraus. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1929. Pp. x-+-206. $2.00. 


This volume contains the translation of two German manuscripts: Die 
Kranke Gesellschaft and Die menschliche Leistungsfahigkeit. 

If society be conceived as a natural functional unity, it follows im- 
mediately that any failure of one part initiates developments that isolate 
the pathological part or counteract its disintegrating effects. Failure to 
do so would result in the destruction of society. The process is analogous 
to the development of antibodies in the living organism to counteract the 
destructive influence of disease germs or other foreign bodies. The sick 
organism incorporates both the diseased and the healthy structures and 
processes, as well as the special structures and processes elaborated to 
combat the pathological forces. In the same way the social unity includes 
both the healthy and the diseased parts and processes, as well as the 
special developments elaborated to maintain the life by protecting the 
unity from its defective parts. 

Kraus insists that there is a certain duality inherent in the very nature 
of social life. Both healthy and diseased groups and processes are always 


ie: and everywhere present. The “sick society” is the functional organiza- 
pr tion of the healthy and diseased elements. It does not arise from a num- 

if ber of sick individuals; the sick society is prior to the sick individuals 

al and passes on to the individuals one or all of its ailments. The conclusion 
4 that sickness is inherent in the nature of society, arrived at by means of 
iW ‘a priori knowledge, is supplemented by a posteriori experiences. 

a To characterize the society as sick implies a sociological therapeutics 

i which the author discusses as “social amelioration.” The diseased, in- 


efficient portions of society lack the power necessary to social living and 
become dependent upon the healthy, efficient portions. This results in 
new social functions, “social amelioration,” to lessen the permanent evils 
of society. “. . . . The present work has as its goal the conceptual 
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analysis of these remedial measures, in order that their proper place as 
functions within the total complex of social life may be made clear” 
E. B. REUTER 


UNIVERSITY OF Iowa 


Six Boys in Trouble: A Sociological Case Book. By Watter C. 
RECKLESS, assisted by MarpHEus SmitH and E. H. Happocx. 
Ann Arbor, Michigan: Edwards Bros., 1929. Pp. iii++-147. 

This is a collection of six case records of delinquent boys in Nashville 
and represents the research work of sociologists with university facilities. 
The general outline of each record is as follows: statement of the prob- 
lem, reproduction of the material on the face sheet, summary of juvenile 
court recerd and of charity record, medical report, psychological exam- 
ination, interviews, summary of factors, and sociological analysis. Inter- 
views are held with the delinquent, his parents, his teachers, and some- 
times a neighbor. A condensed verbatim report of each interview is 
presented, preceded by a description of the person with whom the inter- 
view is held. The essential principle in the methodology is stated by the 
author as follows: 

We have assumed that delinquency is a situational matter (i.e. the child, with 
all his traits and past experience, in the situation) rather than a direct expres- 
sion of inner mental life. And our technique of interviewing and investigating 
was pointed up with reference to obtaining a detailed picture of the child in his 
world (the total situation). The “leading” questions in our interviews were 
aimed at getting the child and others to tell about the situation and the part he 
played in it. If greater emphasis had been placed on exploring the inner recesses 
of the mind, our cases might have had the appearance of being more complicated. 
But it is doubtful whether the soundings of the mind at “lower levels” reveal 
enough reliable information about mental factors having a direct bearing on the 
total situation to warrant running the risk of pulling up fictions out of the depths 
[pp. i-ii]. 
This procedure will certainly fail to satisfy many psychiatrists who insist 
that the mechanisms from which delinquency results are very subtle and 
can be discovered and isolated only by psychiatric methods. They are 
certain to believe that the essential root of the trouble has not been dis- 
covered in any one of these records. It is not evident that the methods 
used in these case-studies are especially unique or that they emphasize 
situational factors more or in a different manner than, say, the Judge 
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Victorian Working Women (An Historical and Literary Study of 
Women in British Industries and Professions 1832-1850). By 
WANDA FRAIKEN NEFF. New York: Columbia University Press, 
Pp. 287. $3.50. 

Victorian Working Women is a timely book; it vividly portrays wom- 
an’s successful march from the Victorian to the victorious age. It contains 
a most graphic description of the female textile worker, the dressmaker, 
the governess, other working women in the industries and professions, and 
the idle woman. It has been a victorious march for the woman in the 
needle trades to ascend from a three-dollar a week semislave working ina 
slum basement to a thirty-dollar a week organized free spirit working in 
a large sanitary room of the modern factory, where workers are controlling 
their own working conditions. 

Wages and working conditions in the textile industries are still far from 
satisfactory in 1930, but compare them with the following picture drawn 
in 1838, quoted in Miss Neff’s book: 

Amongst other things I saw a cotton mill—a sight that froze my blood. The 
place was full of women, young, all of them, some large with child, and obliged 
to stand twelve hours each day. Their hours are from five in the morning to 
seven in the evening, two hours of that being rest, so that they stand twelve 
clear hours. The heat was excessive in some of the rooms, the stink pestiferous, 
and in all an atmosphere of cotton flue. I nearly fainted. The young women 
were all pale, sallow, thin, yet generally fairly grown, all with bare feet—a 
strange sight to English eyes. 


One of the striking messages carried by the book is the description of 
the processes by which women won freedom, enlarged opportunity, and 
democracy. Victorian working women gave birth first to social and labor 
legislation. The Victorian working women’s degradation and needs pro- 
voked many of the leading writers of the age to protest against the slavery 
and injustice under which the women worked. 

If anyone doubts that social legislation, or written and oral propagan- 
da, can correct evils and build a better world, let him read this book. If 
any readers are discouraged over present labor conditions, child labor in 
the south, universal unemployment, let them read here and they will take 
new courage. 


BEN REITMAN 
CHICAGO 
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The Psychology of Philosophers. By ALEXANDER HERZBERG. (In- 
ternational Library of Psychology, Philosophy, and Scientific 
Method.) New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1929. Pp. x+-228. 


This book attempts to explain the curious fact of the existence of phi- 
losophers, that is, to locate the conditioning factors, given which, the 
maker of a philosophical system will appear. Some might feel this to be 
a rather ambitious task in view of the present chaotic condition of the sci- 
ence of psychology, but the author attacks his theme in an eminently 
sane fashion and without riding too heavily any dubious theories. That 
his net result seems somewhat meager and commonplace attests his prefer- 
ence for healthy restraints of method as against enticing but fanciful spec- 
ulations. 

After noting that philosophy, like all thought, is a comment on life 
rather than activity of life itself, Dr. Herzberg proceeds to examine the 
biographies of thirty admittedly eminent philosophers in order to locate 
deviations from the normal which might offer suggestive clues as to why 
they devoted themselves to thought in preference to practical activity. 
He finds in them a strong differential tendency to fail in professional and 
political positions, to be careless about money, and to avoid matrimony 
and other intimate social ties. Are these abnormalities due to strength of 
philosophic impulse or to the presence of intense inhibitions? Rather less 
confidently, the author affirms the latter as the main explanation, while in 
answer to the further question why individuals thus characterized turn to 
philosophy instead of becoming artists, founders of a religious sect, or 
neurotics, he can make only the prosaic appeal to the presence of high in- 
telligence of a critical and system-loving type. The end is thus not very 
far from what a moderately enlightened observer of philosophers might 
have safely taken as his beginning. 

E. A. Burtt 


UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 


A History of Science. By DAMPIER-WHETHAM. 
New York: Macmillan Co. Pp. 514. 


In this volume the author has performed the unique achievement of 
writing a history of sciene in a connected fabric. Beginning with the 
science of the ancient Babylonians, Egyptians, and Greeks, he traces the 
development through the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the time of 
Newton, the nineteenth century, down to the present. Instead of pre- 
senting detached and disconnected images, as has been customary with 


| 


rt 


162 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 


the usual historian of science, Mr. Dampier-Whetham has brought to- 
gether significant developments in a pleasing historical continuity. His 
discussion, of course, follows the development of the strand of physical 
science. Yet, he has devoted an entire chapter to “Nineteenth-Century 
Biology” and another chapter to “Recent Development in Biology and 
Anthropology.” One of the most interesting features of the volume is the 
close attention paid to the interaction of scientific and philosophical 
thought throughout the epochs with which he deals. The author, because 
of his profound knowledge in both fields, is peculiarly competent to treat 
this aspect of the subject. Conspicuous is the rather careful attention 
devoted to recent developments in the different physical sciences. The 
social scientist must experience some keen displeasure, motivated in large 
part by envy, over the failure to include in the volume any discussion of 
the social sciences. This is less an arraignment of the author than of 
social science. This volume is to be highly commended to the general 
reader in the field of the history of science. 


H. BLuMER 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 


Individuality and Social Restraint. By GEORGE Ross WELLS. New 

York: D. Appleton & Co., 1929. Pp. 248. $2.50. 

The thesis of this book is that man’s natural impulses are violent, anti- 
social, and selfish. Society represses these impulses. In the resulting con- 
flict, man suffers. “He is all but crushed between two forces. His own 
animal nature, his strong biological urges, are the nether, and the compul- 
sions of the social group to which he belongs are the upper milestones be- 
tween which individuality is broken.” Of a personality which finds its 
formulation and expression in group life, the author has no conception. 

The book falls into two parts. The first deals with the attributes of the 
individual, stimulus-response mechanism, imagination, emotion, thinking, 
and the like. There is no reference here to the social setting in which these 
mechanisms are used. The second half of the book deals with the group. 
Attention is centered chiefly upon the origins of groups and the classfica- 
tion of types of groups. Each part of the book does fairly well what it 
does, but neither adequately presents the individual as a social person. It 
is true that the author states that “in reality there is no such fact as an 
individual,” that “it is fictitious to talk as if there were individuals, per- 
sons to be considered by themselves,” and that “man is an individual who 
lives in groups” (italics by author). Nevertheless, the process by which a 
social being develops is nowhere analyzed; and the assumption persists to 
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the end of the book that man’s natural impulses are vicious and that he 
feels the heavy restraint of group control. 


RutH SHONLE CAVAN 
RockKForD, ILLINOIS 


Der Liberalismus und die Deutschen Juden. Das Judentum als 
Conservatives Element. By RupoLF Kautta. Leipzig, 1928. 
Pp. vii-+-100. 

The booklet, polemic rather than scientific in character, takes issue 
with the notion prevailing in conservative circles in Germany that the 
Jew is by nature antiauthoritarian. Mr. Kaulla thinks that the contrary is 
the case. The Jew acquired his antiauthoritarian bias from western Euro- 
pean humanism, rationalism, and liberalism, his natural allies in his strug- 
gle for economic status, social recognition, and civil and political rights. 
Deistic humanism undermined the absolutism of the tribal law and ra- 
tionalism boo-booed the forms of obedience in the Jewish household of 
faith. With the passage of consensus on traditional religious forms went 
commensality itself. But if the liberal Jew was no longer kosher to Jews, 
neither could he eat with Christians. On the Christian side of the fence, 
the Aufkiaerung had done no such thorough work—the Germans were not 
correspondingly liberal. The Jew might have become a German, but the 
German had remained a Christian of a sort. That meant an attitude toward 
the Jew of the “cold shoulder.” Treated as an outsider, the Jew has to do 
some rationalizing, ally himself with any group which might butter his 
bread; and thus Jews have always been found in every political camp. 
Let the German treat the Jew as a German; let him live down the religious 
conditioning of his consciousness of kind, and the Jew will live up to his 
in relation to the law of the land. He will be as conservative as any Bour- 
bon and hurrah with the other hundred percenters for law and order. 


Hetnricu H. MAuRER 
Lewis INSTITUTE 


Jewish Influence in Modern Thought. By A. A. Ropack. Cam- 
bridge: Sci-Art Publishers, 1929. Pp. 506. $4.50. 
Notwithstanding the fact that Dr. Roback has dug up a considera- 

ble amount of new material concerning Jewish contributions to modern 

thought, and in some places has penetratingly appraised the work of Jew- 
ish men of genius in science, philosophy, and art, this book is somewhat 
disappointing. It suffers from the lack of an organized plan or method. 
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The outstanding cultural developments and thought movements which 
eminent workers of Jewish blood have innovated or creatively advanced 
are not treated integrally, nor the effect of the peculiarly Jewish strain of 
psychology and racial experience evaluated in a truly critical fashion. 
Perhaps an exception should be made in the case of the chapters on rela- 
tivity and on the psychoanalytic movement, where something approach- 
ing this is achieved. 

At the same time, taken as a group of loosely connected essays, the 
book gives an animated picture of Jewish intellectual activity and is 
packed with material to discredit Jew-baiters. The Dearborn Independ- 
ent, by way of atonement, might publish it serially. 

D. 
ConnecTIcUT AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 


Man’s Social Destiny. By CHarLEs A. Ettwoop. (The Cole Lec- 
tures, 1929). Nashville, Tennessee: Cokesbury Press, 1929. Pp. 
219. $2.00. 

In this book Professor Ellwood addresses himself to the possibilities of 
utilizing our scientific knowledge of human nature and human history in 
realizing the Christian social state of peace, service, and love. He finds 
all of the resources of mankind useful and controllable. The science need- 
ed is not so much quantitative study as verifiable knowledge of our sub- 
jective and social experiences. This resolves itself into a plea for the social 
sciences that develop the non-material, or spiritual, phases of culture, es- 
pecially government and law, education, morality, and religion. 

There is little in this book that is new, and much that is trite and old. 
Three is frequent occasion for difference of opinion. Nevertheless it is the 
kind of book that is needed occasionally by the sociologist to enable him 
to raise his head above the details of his methodology, the minutiae of his 
specialized problem or interest, and the routine of his daily career, and see 
the relation of these to the common task of bringing about individual and 
social well-being, which is, after all, the end of all analysis and effort. 

J. O. HERTZLER 


UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 


Savage Gentlemen. By Maset Coox Cote. Introduction by 
GrorcE A. DorsEy. New York: D. Van Nostrand Co., Inc. Pp. 
xv-+249. $3.50. 

This is a rare and delightful combination of ethnology and literature, 
of realism and romance. The author, who spent some four years in the 
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mountains and jungles of the Philippines, introduces us to the daily life of 
wild peoples and describes them with literary vividness and ethnological 
realism. Tribal life is presented, not as a series of categories, but as a 
vital activity pulsing with emotion, kindliness, sympathy, jealousy, vin- 
dictiveness, and cruelty. Head-hunters they are, but gentlemen none the 
less. There are many beautiful plates, and the format and typography 
measure up to the high literary character of the book. Those who enjoy 
the intimacies of high adventure among little known peoples will be 
charmed with Savage Gentlemen, and may learn to tolerate the savage 
ladies. 
Witson D. WALLIS 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 


America in the Forties. Edited and translated by Gunnar J. 
MatMIN. The Letters of Ole Munch Raeder. Minneapolis: 
Norwegian-American Historical Association, by the University 
of Minnesota Press. Pp. 244. 

In pursuance of its policy to preserve the original documents pertain- 
ing to the activities of the early Norwegians in America, the Norwegian- 
American Historical Association has brought out as the third volume of 
its “Travel and Description Series,” America in the Forties, consisting of 
translations of letters written by Ole Munch Raeder during a tour of 
America in 1847-48. Raeder was an educated man, familiar with Europe 
through extensive study and travel, and was, therefore, well qualified to 
make observations in America. His letters give a great deal of informa- 
tion about the general cultural and economic life of America, as well as 
the more specific facts about the Norwegian immigrants. The style of the 
translation and the brief but adequate explanatory notes do credit to 
Gunnar J. Malmin, translator and editor. 


Cart M. RosENQUIST 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 


The Conquest of Thought by Invention. By H. Starrorp Hat- 
FIELD. New York: W. W. Norton & Cco., Inc., 1929. Pp. 80. 
$1.00. 

The author, a chemist and inventor, attempts to construct in eighty 
small pages a philosophy of history, a theory of human action, and a 
critique of contemporary civilization. However, the argument dresses 
down to this: Science and invention relieve the mass from the necessity 
of thinking and result in the mechanization of society; bad eugenic prac- 


166 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 


tice is sterilizing the middle class, with its individualistic enterprise; 
geniuses, caught young and interned in research laboratories, supply the 
formulas by which we live; the Mechanical State, with a social life like 
that of ants and bees, inevitably draws nigh. Take the author’s premises 
and you will probably arrive there yourself. 

D. 


ConNECTICUT AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 


Sociology and Sin. By P. SARGANT FLORENCE. New York: W. W. 
Norton & Co., Inc., 1929. Pp. 98. $1.00. 


The author takes the stand that the parlous state of economics, poli- 
tics, and sociology is due more to the debilitating effects wrought by 
moral bias than to any other cause. Judgments concerning the rights 
and wrongs of social action should be scrupulously confined to the field 
of social ethics or moral philosophy. This has been said many times be- 
fore, and more effectively; but since this devil still refuses to be cast out, 
there may be justification for repeating the adjuration. The best section 
is the one dealing with the problem of rigidly defining terms. 


CarRROLL D. CLARK 
Connecticut AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 


Rural Social Science. By Gustav A. LuNpqutst and CLypE B. 
Moore. New York: Ginn & Co. Pp. viii+483. $1.72. 


This is a high-school text in what is known as “rural social science.” 
The eight sections and fifty chapters of the book attempt to discuss 
nearly all of the problems of human behavior other than those dealt with 
in psychology and in classical economics. The organization of the work 
appears confused, chapters giving the impression that they were inserted 
almost at random. Proved and unproved statements are presented side 
by side. 

C. C. ZIMMERMAN 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA - 


Psychology: Normal and Abnormal. By James WINFRED BripcEs. New 
York: Appleton & Co., 1930. Pp. 552. $3.50. 
This book is an eclectic treatment of the field of psychology. The author de- 
clares that he has written it primarily with the needs of the medical students in 


mind. It contains no consistent point of view, nor does it provide anything dis- 
tinctly original or unique, but it does bring together in a fairly well-worked-out 
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scheme most of the main concepts of psychological interest which have devel- 
oped through the last two or three decades. The author is interested, on one 
hand, in reconciling psychology with physiology, so in customary fashion he de- 
votes a considerable amount of space to a consideration of the nervous system 
both in its entirety and in its separate units. Likewise, he has made place in the 
treatise for conventional concepts such as attention, consciousness, sensation, 
perception, instincts, feelings, emotion, memory, ideas, imagination, belief, sen- 
timent, and so forth. He has also found it possible to include material from the 
field of abnormal psychology. He tells us that “abnormal psychology is without 
doubt the best approach to the understanding of human nature.” Consequently, 
one finds in the volume a treatment of the unconscious, of mental conflict, and 
of sleep and dreams. Still in this eclectic fashion the author has been able to 
consider temperament and character, to devote a chapter to special abilities, and 
a concluding chapter to applied psychology. The work reflects to a considerable 
extent the point of view of Warren and McDougall, although obviously, one 
finds points of view of a host of other writers. Notwithstanding the deficien- 
cies incident to an eclectic treatment of a very confused field, the volume should 
be of interest and value to the beginning medical student. 


Asia. By L. Duptey Stamp, New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. Pp. 616. 
$8.00. 


This volume is an economic and regional study of the vast continent of Asia, 
a large portion of which is still unknown in a geographical way. The author has 
spent a large part of his life in geographical studies of Asia and is peculiarly 
competent to survey the continent. He chooses as his units the political entities 
such as Siberia, India, and China, remarking that these “are as distinct as if 
they were separate continents.” In his consideration of the continent of Asia as 
a whole, he sketches briefly, yet admirably, the geographical and geological 
structure of Asia, climatic conditions, vegetation, the population, and concludes 
with a very interesting chapter on Asia’s position in the world. His treatment 
of the separate units or countries of Asia necessarily is very condensed and 
fragmentary. He describes their physical character, their climatic conditions, 
the occupations of the people, the land routes, the geological structure of the 
territory, the mineral deposits, the industrial activities of the people, the popu- 
lation, and domestic and foreign trade. Occasionally, we have brief, yet very 
interesting, historical sketches, and occasional ethnological sketches. 

This book is to be commended to anyone who wishes to get a regional picture 
of Asia as accurate as our present knowledge permits. 


Psychologie der Werbung. By Kart Marse. Stuttgart: C. E. Poeschel 

Verlag, 1927. Pp. 132. 

To readers of American treatises on the psychology of advertising, this little 
volume by the head of the so-called “Wiirzburg School” will appear quite un- 
orthodox. After giving a short and incisive historical sketch of the development 
of applied psychology, Marbe proceeds to deflate the exorbitant claims of the 
pseudoscientific variety of “practical psychologists.” According to him, liter- 
ally there is no applied psychology, but psychological principles and facts may 
sometimes be practically very useful, as they have undoubtedly been in educa- 
tion, medicine, and other arts. The effectiveness of advertising rests on two 
sets of psychological facts: the attitude or orientation (Einstellung) of the 
person, and the uniformity of psychic processes in human beings. Advertising 
is a device for producing a desired attitude, for instance, inducing a person to 
purchase a certain product. Psychologically, advertising is a technique for in- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
le 


168 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 


ducing and manipulating what Marbe calls “critical experiences” in the public, 
Each industry, he is careful to point out, has special problems of advertising 
of its own, and what psychology has to contribute is a general understanding of 
mental processes. The book is an excellent antidote for some modern forms of 
psychological quackery. 


Housing Problems in America. Proceedings of the Tenth National Con- 
ference on Housing. New York: National Housing Association, 1929. 


Pp. ix+355- 


The home, like most of our other institutions inherited from a rural past, is 
undergoing great change under the pressure of urban conditions and modern 
science. The emphasis in this group of papers is on the newer aspects of hous- 
ing and city-planning. Among the titles of the papers are: “The Steel Frame 
House,” “The Scientific Kitchen,” “Health Giving Ultra Violet Rays,” “The 
Obsolete Back Yard,” “Building for the Motor Age,” “Hexagonal Planning,” 
“Three Level Streets.” 

There is but little agreement among the experts on any of the subjects dis- 
cussed. Some approach their subjects with a priori conceptions as to what is 
desirable or undesirable. Others seek to have “a closer tie up between the study 
of the functioning of family life and the planning of homes.” One writer be- 
wails the tendency toward increasing concentration in the city centers; another 
considers this an essential of modern business efficiency. He argues that the 
office skyscraper, with its vertical transportation, saves time as well as space. 
It facilitates conference and reduces the traffic on streets. Even the National 
Housing Association preferred to hold its conference in a large downtown hotel 
rather than in some quaint suburb “among the flowers and daffodils.” 


The Jews in the United States, 1927: A Study of Their Number and 
Distribution. By Harry S. Linrretp. New York: American Jewish 
Committee, 1929. 


One interesting feature is that such a study should have to be carried on as a 
non-governmental enterprise. It is not generally known that the United States 
Census does not furnish statistics on the Jews of the United States. The present 
study is by far the most extensive and—allowing for the errors inherent in the 
raaterial itself—the most reliable statistical account of the Jewish population in 
the United States. It is regrettable that the investigation was not extended to 
include occupational and other social phases of Jewish life, and that intermar- 
riages were excluded. According to this study, there are 4,228,029 Jews in the 
United States, constituting 3.58 per cent of the total population; they are to be 
found mainly in the North where théy constitute over 5 per cent of the popula- 
tion, and are overwhelmingly large-city dwellers. Of particular interest in this 
study is the discussion of the method of estimating the number of the Jewish 
population in communities which did and did not report. This discussion makes 
it quite evident that the results obtained are necessarily approximations to the 
actual size of the Jewish population. 


Readings in the Literature of Science. By DAMPIER- 
WHeETHAM and MarcAaRET DAMPIER-WHETHAM. Cambridge: Uni- 
versity Press, 1928. Pp. 268. $2.50. 


This is a second edition of a volume which has gained high esteem in the 
eyes of those interested in the history of science. Its content consists of selec- 
tions from the writings of different men of science beginning with the ancient 
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Greeks and continuing down to contemporary scientists. The authors have 
selected readings in the fields of cosmogony, atomic theories, and evolution. 
Selections are included from the works of such representatives as Aristotle, 
Copernicus, Newton, Kirchhoff, Einstein, Eddington, Lavoisier, Mendeleeff, 
Faraday, J. J. Thomson, Hooke, Lyell, Darwin, Mendel, T. H. Morgan, and 
Bergson. The selections have been made with conspicuous skill and good judg- 
ment. The volume undoubtedly constitutes the best single body of readings 
suitable to introduce the student into the history of science. Its inadequacy 
from the standpoint of a social scientist is its conspicuous failure to deal with 
the psychological or social disciplines. Perhaps some time in the near future 
historians of science will find it not injudicious to conceive of science in broader 
terms than merely physical or biological. 


A Health Inventory of New York City. By Micuart M. Davis and 
Mary C. Jarrett. New York: Welfare Council of New York City, 
1929. Pp. xxiv-+ 367. 

The research department of the Welfare Council of New York City presents 
as its first comprehensive study a_listing, analysis, and evaluation of health serv- 
ices in the five boroughs. The report covers both public and private agencies in 
the fields of treatment and prevention of disease. While its greatest value will 
obviously be to those immediately concerned with the situation in New York, 
this document will be useful for comparative purposes to citizens and adminis- 
trators in other cities. It is also a contribution to the general literature of so- 
cial technology. Among the many incidental items of interest to the layman are 
these: For every dollar spent in prevention of disease, eighteen dollars are 
spent for cure. Private agencies are not merely experimenting and demonstrat- 
ing new activities but are conducting well-established types of work over long 


periods of time. The geographical distribution of health services has little re- 
lation to local needs. 


Luck—Y our Silent Partner. By LotHrop Stopparp. New York: Hor- 
ace Liveright, 1929. Pp. 338. $2.50. 


In this book ‘Lothrop Stoddard has gathered together more than two hun- 
dred tales of luck, running the gamut of life from Napoleon to Texas Guinan 
and Jack Dempsey, and dealing with such permutations of fate as one’s chances 
of being born or winning at Monte Carlo. There are tales of “The Lottery of 
Life,” “Luck and Religion,” “Luck and Science,” luck in sport, history, busi- 
ness, politics, and in everyday life. These stories have been laboriously gath- 
ered with the help of a considerable number of notables and others and their 
authenticity carefully checked upon. “Luck the Universal Element” gets into 
the philosophy of the thing and has more of fact and truth in it than most.of the 
legends of Samuel Smiles or the ultra-orthodox tales of providential directing. 
Life is not made a thing of luck, but luck plays an amazing part in life. There 
are times which, taken at their tide, lead to fortune, and there are pieces of for- 
tune which take time and toil by the forelock and pitch them into disaster. 


Research and Thesis Writing. By Joun C. Atmacx. New York: Hough- 
ton Mifflin Co. Pp. 310. $2.40. 


This book “has been written for graduate students in colleges and universi- 
ties who are engaged in the preparation of theses, and for teachers directing re- 
search work in seminar and laboratory. It deals with the fundamentals of research 
and thesis making, with but minor attention to ways and means.” The author 
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takes up the nature of the academic thesis and research, character of research 
problems, the nature of scientific method, and the aspects of the generalizing 
process, such as the nature of the hypothesis and the meaning of theory. Specific 
attention is given to the three outstanding methods which the author recognizes, 
the normative method, the experimental method, and the historical method. Con- 
cluding chapters are devoted to the use of the library and to mechanics of thesis- 
writing. The volume can scarcely be regarded as very profound or original. The 
aims of its author have been to supply something useful to graduate students, 
and in the fulfilment of these aims, they have been quite successful. 


La Popolazione di Trieste. By P. Luzzato Frciz. Trieste, 1929. Pp. 102. 


This book gives a brief description of the growth, distribution, and charac- 
ter of the population of Trieste. It includes an explanation of the economic 
factors which made Trieste a commercial and industrial center. There are in 
the book sixty-five tables showing various conditions such as birth, death, dis- 
eases, suicide, overcrowding, etc., according to districts and over various pe- 
riods. Also there are thirty-seven maps and charts illustrating the same type of 
data. Trieste does not present the familiar pattern of concentric rings which is 
typical of many large industrial cities. The explanation of the distribution 
seems to be partly the shape of the coast and contours of the surface of the land, 
and partly the relationships of the industrial and commercial activities. Al- 
though the text is short and contains more description than explanation, it has 
value because of the unique situation in the town it presents. 


The Story of Evolution. By BENJAMIN C. GRUENBERG. New York: D. 
Van Nostrand Co., 1929. Pp. xvi-++- 473. $4.00. 


Gruenberg’s volume attempts to orient the intelligent laymen, who presum- 
ably constitute a good portion of the non-fiction-reading public, in the facts and 
theories of evolution. The first part of the book presents the evidence upon 
which the evolutionary theories are based, and the last part includes a statement 
of the various theories and also a treatment of the “practical significance of 
evolution.” In treating the latter problems, the effects of the concept of evolu- 
tion on the non-biological sciences are mentioned in a summary fashion. Gruen- 
berg is a biologist, and his book deals mainly with biological evolution. Sensi- 
tive to the reactions of the public who will probably read his book, the author 
throughout the volume delicately and skilfully handles the moss-covered prob- 
lem of the “conflict” between evolution and religion. 


How To Find the Right Vocation. By Harry Dexter Kitson. New 
York: Harper & Bros., 1929. Pp. 202. $2.50. 


Non-technical and popularly written, this book is designed for the young 
man who is seeking his life-vocation. One chapter only is given to the vocation- 
al problems of women. The author outlines ways by which the young man may 
discover his capacities, the demands of different vocations, ways of making 
favorable contacts, the uses of testing, how to obtain a raise in salary, and how 
to rate himself. The material is very elementary. 
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